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TCSS BOARD
Offi  cers (ending December 31, 2024)

President: Richard Wiedhopf • president@Tucsoncactus.org
Vice President: Vonn Watkins • vp@Tucsoncactus.org

Secretary: Monica Wnuk
secretary @tucsoncactus.org

Treasurer: Cathy Robson
treasurer@Tucsoncactus.org

Board of Directors:
(terms expire December 31 of year indicated)

Donna Ellis (2023)
Janice Johnson (2023)
Kris Thompson (2023)
Eli Cavalcante (2023)

Crystal Cannon (2024)
Linda Heisley (2024)
Kermie Hodge (2024)

Robert Villa (2024)
Brian Vandervoet (2025)

Brad Haeckel (2025)
Joel Fontaine (2025)
Steve Watts (2025))

CSSA Affi  liate Rep:
Bill Holcombe (2023)

Cactus Rescue: Donna Ellis, Steve Watts
Tucsoncactus.org

Urban Rescues:  Julie Shulick
 desertrat@shulick.com

Education: Kris Thompson • education@Tucsoncactus.org
Free Plants: Donna Ellis • plants@Tucsoncactus.org
Florilegium: Joyce Peters • art@Tucsoncactus.org

Garden Tours: Patsy Frannea • tours@Tucsoncactus.org
Librarian: Brad Haeckel • librarian@Tucsoncactus.org

Prickly Park: • park@Tucsoncactus.org
Programs: Vonn Watkins • programs@Tucsoncactus.org

Refreshments: Patsy Frannea • refreshments@Tucsoncactus.org
Technology: technology@Tucsoncactus.org

Research: Doug Rowsell • research@Tucsoncactus.org
Field Trips/tours: Open

Vendor Coordinator: Dale Johnson • vendors@tucsoncactus.org
Plant Sales: Crystal Cannon • sales@tucsoncactus.org

Field Guide Sales: Susan Durham & John Durham 
books@tucsoncactus .org

Conservation: Thomas Staudt
conservation@tucsoncactus.org

Newsletter Editor: Karen Keller • editor@tucsoncactus.org

Deadline for newsletter text or photos:
Thursday, August 24 by 4:00pm

TCSS Web Page:
www.tucsoncactus.org

Webmaster: Barb Watts • webmaster@Tucsoncactus.org

For general information and questions related to 
TCSS, email TCSS@TucsonCactus.org 

or call (520) 256-2447 during business hours.

Everyone is Welcome!
Bring your friends, join in the fun and meet 

the cactus and succulent community.

Please see our under Activities Website Calendar for the 
next rescued cactus sale. They are scheduled at various

times during the year based on our inventory.

TCSS Club Members receive a 10% discount

We need your “Eyes and Ears” to help us fi nd new Cactus 
Rescue sites.  Please email us as much information as 

you can from new project signs or from other sources to 
Site@TucsonCactus.org.   Attach a photo of the sign if 

you can.  Note, we do not remove plants from residences.

Thursday, August 3, 2023
Common-sense Cactus Conservation in the 21st Century
Presented by Michiel Pillet

Tuesday, August 8, 2023 at 7:00pm
Teleconference Board Meeting

,1 3 0 556
Cacti Rescued - Since 1999
669 Rescues - 49,623 Volunteer Hours (updated 01-01-23

Thursday, September 7, 2023, at 7:00pm
Memorable Places and the Succulents that Live There

Presented by Dan Mahr

Stefan is an Australian naturalist and environmental consultant 
living in Chile. He has an academic background in Applied 
Sciences and developed a fascination for cacti and other exotic 
plants from a young age. Stefan now facilitates habitat tours 
in South America, works in conservation and independently 
researches cacti and desert ecology.

Bolivia is a landlocked country situated in the heart of South 
America. This facinating place is located directly in the “elbow 
of the Andes” and is a biological paradise with a diversity of 
microclimates spanning across a relatively small geographical 
area, encompassing everything from tropical lowlands to 
the Altiplano. In this presentation, we discuss why these 
microclimates exist and whet facinating cacti and other exotic 
plants grow there.  

This will be a very special meeting by Stefan Burger, and a 
program on Bolivian cacti, that has never as yet been presented 
in Tucson. For those interested in excellent presentation, be 
sure to attend this meeting! This will also be a Zoom program 
and will be an important educational and informational event 

Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society • In Person and Zoom Program Presentation • Thursday, August 3, 2023, at 7:00pm
Sky Islands Public High School, 6000 East 14th Street, Tucson, Arizona 85711

Bolivian Cacti
Presented by Stefan Burger

you must see. Also, if using Zoom, be sure to log in to win a 
$25.00 gift certifi cate from TCSS or choose a copy of the new 
3rd edition of the Field Guide to Cacti & Other Succulents of 
Arizona. Excellent plant give aways will take place at the in 
person meeting but that portion of the program, because of 
the recording, will not appear on Zoom. When leaving the live 
in person meeting, please enjoy great refreshments provided 
by our member volunteers and also, everyone can get a special 
free plant off ered to you by the TCSS. Also, please always 
thank Robert and Donna Ellis for selecting and arranging all 
the raffl  e plants, door prize plants and free plant giveaways.

Acknowledgement Of Contributions
The Names Below Represent The Tucson Cactus and 

Succulent Society Members And Friends Whose Donations 
Helped Make This Year A Success. We Extend Our Sincere 

Thanks For Your Support.
Greg & Carol Starr

Alan & Catherine Myklebust
Sandra Hicks

Angela Jennings
Elliot Ross Studio, Inc

Bob Baker
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TCSS Meeting Refreshments
Please share and socialize with your fellow members at our 
monthly meetings by bringing some type of fi nger food for 
the refreshment table. For the August MEETING we are 

asking members whose last names begin with A through G
to bring something that would serve 10-12 people.

Desert Breeze



President’s Message
I have been having a great time 
instructing the Tuesday and 
Saturday propagation class in 
planting Saguaro seeds. The group 
went out to a member’s home 
who has a considerable number 
of fruiting Saguaros and collected 
buckets of fruit.  We processed the 
fruit in a similar way as I discussed 

last month and produce over pound of seed.  An ounce of 
Saguaro seeds is equal to about 28,000 seeds.  We have 
about 500,000 seed ready to plant. Fortunately, they will be 
viable for about 20 years so we can take our time to germinate 
all these seeds.  There is something magical and meaningful 
about harvesting these seeds and I feel good about the 
Saguaro’s future. 

For the last couple of weeks members have been planting 
Saguaro seeds and taking them home to watch what 
happens.  To their amazement, the seeds have sprouted in 
2-3 days.  The procedure for planting seeds is really easy 
and fail proof.  I must give credit to our VP Vonn Watkins who 
told me about the process he uses.  It is the easiest and best 
method I have ever tried.  The success rate is phenomenal. 
Two days after the fi rst class, a member emailed me that his 
seeds had germinated.  There is not much to do for the next 
six months to a year except to control any fungus that might 
appear or to add water if necessary.  The seeds a growing in 
a closed container and don’t need to be opened until they are 
ready to be transplanted.  Here is a picture of my container 
of Saguaros planted in early July. There are over 150 small 
Saguaros!

 The complete procedure will be posted on our web site 
shortly.  It can be used for most cacti and succulent seeds. 
Since many succulent grow tall quickly they will need a 
diff erent height container than cacti.

Learning how to grow these seedlings on to the next size 
containers and continuing their growth till they reach 
a reasonable size to be able to be reestablished in the 
environment will be our next challenges.  My goal is that my 
grandchildren’s grandchildren will be able to see Saguaros 
fl owering and fruiting.

Thank you for your support,

Dick Wiedhopf, President

Instructions To Join The TCSS Zoom Meeting on August 3, 2023
If you have a laptop or other device where you can enter a web site address enter https://bit.ly/tcssmm

Copy this into your browser address line or just click on it. If this does not work and for all other types of devices see our 
Zoom Meeting Instructions page on our web site.  It is 

https://tcss.wildapricot.org/resources/pdf_fi les/ZoomInstructions.pdf
You can also fi nd a link to it by going to our August Meeting notice information on the web.

In this heat it’s diffi  cult to think about touring gardens, but 
hopefully, before we know it,  the cooler temperatures of Fall 
will arrive and we’ll all be ready to enjoy being out in our desert 
gardens again. 

If you are interested in sharing your desert garden with 
members, please fi ll out the application that is on our website 
at Popup_Tour_Application.pdf (wildapricot.org)

You can choose any Saturday during the year that hasn’t 
already been scheduled.  We just need a couple of months’ 
notice to get everything in place for the tour.  In general, 
there are no rules or necessary requirements/knowledge to 
be on the tour other than a visual emphasis on  cactus and 
succulents.  Our Pop-Up Tours are just a way for members 
to share ideas and get inspiration for their own landscapes. 
We hope you might consider sharing your garden with the 
TCSS membership.  If you have any questions, please email 
gardentours@tucsonccactus.org.   

Volunteer Wish List
TCSS is looking for some volunteers 

to help out in the following areas
1.  The Sales Team is looking for someone with 

programming experience to join them to help with 
sales notices and when necessary posting of items for 
sale to members. If you are interested please send an 
email to sales@tucsoncactus.org with your name, email 
address, and phone number

2.  We are looking for a group of volunteers to keep the 
area along River Road that is in front of Pima Prickly 
Park clean.  The initial cleanup will be a major one, then 
after that it should be fairly easy.  If you are interested 
in helping with this project, please send an email with 
your name, email address, and phone number to 
park@tucsoncactus.org

3.  Pima Prickly Park is looking for someone with tree 
trimming experience to help keep the trees at the park 
trimmed.  If you would like to spend some time outside 
this is the perfect job for you, please send an email 
with your name, email address, and phone number to 
park@tucsoncactus.org

Thanks for stepping up and helping out where needed.

Check back next month for additional volunteer 
opportunities.

Save The Date
We will be having a Blooming Barrel Sale on August 
27th. This will start out as a sale for members only (with 
assigned time slots to shop) then open to the public 
if there is anything left.  Watch you email for further 
information. Crystal Cannon TCSS Sales Coordinator

Bobcat resting at Pima Prickly Park
A bobcat resting at Pima Prickly Park - he was spotted earlier 
eating a rabbit.  The question is - Is this a visitor or resident? 
Photo credit - Crystal Cannon

Importaint Dates 
For 2023

Watch or further details 
and announcements

August 27, 2023 Blooming Barrel Sale

October 1, 2023 Good Time Silent Auction

October 21, 2023 Desert Haven Opening

November 12, 2023 Celebrate TCSS Birthday

December 10, 2023 Holiday Party and
  Annual Meeting

Kara and Bruce Burgess 
I heard about TCSS from 
Mike Ellis while shopping 
at his home based cactus 
collection a few years ago. 
Upon checking out the 
TCSS website, I signed up 
for a notifi cation regarding 
the next sale. Of course I 
made the rookie mistake 
of showing up for the sale 
at the appointed start time. 
Which meant I was assigned 
a shopping number in the 
70s. The size, quality, variety 
and pricing of the sale plants 
made it any easy decision to 
stick around. While hanging 

out in the shade, waiting my turn to shop, I was able to observe 
the camaraderie of the volunteers and knew I wanted to get 
involved in the group. So I joined TCSS while checking out. 
The next thing you know, I am signing up not only to work the 
next sale, but also assist in the pre-sale prep of the plants and 
the sales grounds. That was it, I was hooked and switched my 
membership from individual to family so Bruce could join in the 
fun when he is available. Fast forward a couple years and you 
are likely to see the two of us volunteering regularly at both the 
Sales and the Native Plant Rescues. 

Kara has been a shopper at the sales for the last several 
years and recently stepped up to help me price items for 
sales and help run the actual sales.  So when you come 
to the next sale and have questions, please see Kara. 
Thank you Kara.  Crystal Cannon TCSS Sales Coordinator

Vonn Watkins notices this Cap featured for sale in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. The strange thing is that the 

saguaro is not found in New Mexico.



During a weekend camping trip (May 19-21, 2023) to the 
Chiricahua Mountains near Portal, Maria Voris and I were 
fortunate to locate Escobaria orcuttii in fl ower. We found multiple 
singles and clusters of the cactus with about 20% of them 
fl owering. The fl ower is very small, pale pink to light orange 
with yellow anthers and white stigma. It is borne at the apex of 
the plant. These plants were at an elevation from 5400-5750 
ft. (1645-1750m) in steep limestone outcrops. They were more 
commonly located as we got higher in elevation.

It’s not always true but when we’re scrambling up an exposed 
face on all fours with a 50/50 chance of falling back over 
ourselves I feel we’re in prime orcuttii habitat. This is when we 
stop, plant our feet fi rmly and look carefully for exposed cacti. 
Many plants are single stems however we have located some 
signifi cant clusters with over 20 heads. These large groupings 
can be quite easy to spot in the gray limestone. The single stem 
orcuttii are usually growing from a crack in the limestone and of 
course don’t get the photo attention that goes to the clusters. 
We have located orcuttii under juniper, however this is a habitat 
that we infrequently check. Dead, dried orcuttii have been found 
but fortunately the live plants greatly outnumber the dead.

Our previous searches for the E. orcuttii were late March and 
mid May. These times are not within the fl owering range for 
this cactus. This eff ort was to simply verify that a population 
did exist. While E orcutti is fairly common to the east in New 
Mexico our site is the only known location for this cactus in 
Arizona. In mid May 2022 we searched our known locations 
fi nding previously located and new plants but nothing in fl ower. 
2022 had a dry winter and spring.This year the area had signifi cant 
winter rain and had received 2-3 rains in the week prior to our visit. 

Our successful strategy has been to chase birds during the 
cooler morning hours. Once it gets warm and birds are no 
longer active we head over to the exposed limestone and start 
our search. This is probably not the best strategy!

Hiking boots, long pants, long sleeve shirts, gloves, hats and 
plenty of water are recommended. There are a lot of spiny 
plants to avoid. It’s a tough walk and coming down is actually 
more diffi  cult than the climb. 

While the habitat looks good we have never seen a rattlesnake 
in the orcuttii area. 

Flowering Escobaria
by Thomas Staudt

At our August 3rd meeting, we’ll host a Back-to-School 
supply drive for the talented students at Sky Islands Public 
High School.  You’ve seen their great art and work around 
the school.  We want to take the opportunity to support 
the students as they start a new school year.  Stores are 
having gonga sales on supplies right now, so please pick 
up a few items if possible and bring them to the meeting 
on Thursday the 3rd.  Monetary donations can be made at 
skyislands.org.  Questions?  
education@tucsoncactus.org

Thank you SO much!  Your generosity is sincerely 
appreciated!

Back-to-School Supply Drive at Sky Islands HS

Backpacks
Binders
Colored Markers
Composition Books
Dividers
Erasers
Hand Sanitizer
Highlighters
Index Cards

Notebook Paper
Pencils -- lead or colored
Pencil Sharpener
Pens -- but NO SHARPIES 
PLEASE
Post-it Notes
Report Folders
Rulers
Wire-bound Notebooks

Supply Suggestions:



Education
By Kristin L. Thompson

During July, we reached out to 130 kids through summer 
programs and have more activities planned during the 
fi rst week in August, before the start of school.  In 
addition, we will begin work on a school grant request 
for a cactus garden.

On Saturday, August 19, please bring your family and 
join us at a Celebration of All Things S-cuk Son/Tucson 
at the Presidio San Agustin del Tucson Museum, 196 
North Court Street.  We’ll host a table for children and 
adults with, you guessed it -- cactus and fun things to 
do.  The event is from 6:15p-9:30p and will feature an 
assortment of traditional entertainment, and most likely 
a fi ring of the cannon.

Bolivian Cacti: Photos by Stefan Burger

Peter Ertman

With extreme sadness, 
we announce the passing 

of Peter Ertman.

He was a former board 
member, and great contributor 

to the Tucson Cactus 
and Succulent Society.

Our condolences go out to his 
family and friends.

Donations will be accepted in his name.



President’s Message
I have been having a great time 
instructing the Tuesday and 
Saturday propagation class in 
planting Saguaro seeds. The group 
went out to a member’s home 
who has a considerable number 
of fruiting Saguaros and collected 
buckets of fruit.  We processed the 
fruit in a similar way as I discussed 

last month and produce over pound of seed.  An ounce of 
Saguaro seeds is equal to about 28,000 seeds.  We have 
about 500,000 seed ready to plant. Fortunately, they will be 
viable for about 20 years so we can take our time to germinate 
all these seeds.  There is something magical and meaningful 
about harvesting these seeds and I feel good about the 
Saguaro’s future. 

For the last couple of weeks members have been planting 
Saguaro seeds and taking them home to watch what 
happens.  To their amazement, the seeds have sprouted in 
2-3 days.  The procedure for planting seeds is really easy 
and fail proof.  I must give credit to our VP Vonn Watkins who 
told me about the process he uses.  It is the easiest and best 
method I have ever tried.  The success rate is phenomenal. 
Two days after the fi rst class, a member emailed me that his 
seeds had germinated.  There is not much to do for the next 
six months to a year except to control any fungus that might 
appear or to add water if necessary.  The seeds a growing in 
a closed container and don’t need to be opened until they are 
ready to be transplanted.  Here is a picture of my container 
of Saguaros planted in early July. There are over 150 small 
Saguaros!

 The complete procedure will be posted on our web site 
shortly.  It can be used for most cacti and succulent seeds. 
Since many succulent grow tall quickly they will need a 
diff erent height container than cacti.

Learning how to grow these seedlings on to the next size 
containers and continuing their growth till they reach 
a reasonable size to be able to be reestablished in the 
environment will be our next challenges.  My goal is that my 
grandchildren’s grandchildren will be able to see Saguaros 
fl owering and fruiting.

Thank you for your support,

Dick Wiedhopf, President

Instructions To Join The TCSS Zoom Meeting on August 3, 2023
If you have a laptop or other device where you can enter a web site address enter https://bit.ly/tcssmm

Copy this into your browser address line or just click on it. If this does not work and for all other types of devices see our 
Zoom Meeting Instructions page on our web site.  It is 

https://tcss.wildapricot.org/resources/pdf_fi les/ZoomInstructions.pdf
You can also fi nd a link to it by going to our August Meeting notice information on the web.

In this heat it’s diffi  cult to think about touring gardens, but 
hopefully, before we know it,  the cooler temperatures of Fall 
will arrive and we’ll all be ready to enjoy being out in our desert 
gardens again. 

If you are interested in sharing your desert garden with 
members, please fi ll out the application that is on our website 
at Popup_Tour_Application.pdf (wildapricot.org)

You can choose any Saturday during the year that hasn’t 
already been scheduled.  We just need a couple of months’ 
notice to get everything in place for the tour.  In general, 
there are no rules or necessary requirements/knowledge to 
be on the tour other than a visual emphasis on  cactus and 
succulents.  Our Pop-Up Tours are just a way for members 
to share ideas and get inspiration for their own landscapes. 
We hope you might consider sharing your garden with the 
TCSS membership.  If you have any questions, please email 
gardentours@tucsonccactus.org.   

Volunteer Wish List
TCSS is looking for some volunteers 

to help out in the following areas
1.  The Sales Team is looking for someone with 

programming experience to join them to help with 
sales notices and when necessary posting of items for 
sale to members. If you are interested please send an 
email to sales@tucsoncactus.org with your name, email 
address, and phone number

2.  We are looking for a group of volunteers to keep the 
area along River Road that is in front of Pima Prickly 
Park clean.  The initial cleanup will be a major one, then 
after that it should be fairly easy.  If you are interested 
in helping with this project, please send an email with 
your name, email address, and phone number to 
park@tucsoncactus.org

3.  Pima Prickly Park is looking for someone with tree 
trimming experience to help keep the trees at the park 
trimmed.  If you would like to spend some time outside 
this is the perfect job for you, please send an email 
with your name, email address, and phone number to 
park@tucsoncactus.org

Thanks for stepping up and helping out where needed.

Check back next month for additional volunteer 
opportunities.

Save The Date
We will be having a Blooming Barrel Sale on August 
27th. This will start out as a sale for members only (with 
assigned time slots to shop) then open to the public 
if there is anything left.  Watch you email for further 
information. Crystal Cannon TCSS Sales Coordinator

Bobcat resting at Pima Prickly Park
A bobcat resting at Pima Prickly Park - he was spotted earlier 
eating a rabbit.  The question is - Is this a visitor or resident? 
Photo credit - Crystal Cannon

Importaint Dates 
For 2023

Watch or further details 
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August 27, 2023 Blooming Barrel Sale

October 1, 2023 Good Time Silent Auction

October 21, 2023 Desert Haven Opening

November 12, 2023 Celebrate TCSS Birthday

December 10, 2023 Holiday Party and
  Annual Meeting

Kara and Bruce Burgess 
I heard about TCSS from 
Mike Ellis while shopping 
at his home based cactus 
collection a few years ago. 
Upon checking out the 
TCSS website, I signed up 
for a notifi cation regarding 
the next sale. Of course I 
made the rookie mistake 
of showing up for the sale 
at the appointed start time. 
Which meant I was assigned 
a shopping number in the 
70s. The size, quality, variety 
and pricing of the sale plants 
made it any easy decision to 
stick around. While hanging 

out in the shade, waiting my turn to shop, I was able to observe 
the camaraderie of the volunteers and knew I wanted to get 
involved in the group. So I joined TCSS while checking out. 
The next thing you know, I am signing up not only to work the 
next sale, but also assist in the pre-sale prep of the plants and 
the sales grounds. That was it, I was hooked and switched my 
membership from individual to family so Bruce could join in the 
fun when he is available. Fast forward a couple years and you 
are likely to see the two of us volunteering regularly at both the 
Sales and the Native Plant Rescues. 

Kara has been a shopper at the sales for the last several 
years and recently stepped up to help me price items for 
sales and help run the actual sales.  So when you come 
to the next sale and have questions, please see Kara. 
Thank you Kara.  Crystal Cannon TCSS Sales Coordinator

Vonn Watkins notices this Cap featured for sale in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. The strange thing is that the 

saguaro is not found in New Mexico.
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TCSS Club Members receive a 10% discount

We need your “Eyes and Ears” to help us fi nd new Cactus 
Rescue sites.  Please email us as much information as 

you can from new project signs or from other sources to 
Site@TucsonCactus.org.   Attach a photo of the sign if 

you can.  Note, we do not remove plants from residences.
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Thursday, September 7, 2023, at 7:00pm
Memorable Places and the Succulents that Live There

Presented by Dan Mahr

Stefan is an Australian naturalist and environmental consultant 
living in Chile. He has an academic background in Applied 
Sciences and developed a fascination for cacti and other exotic 
plants from a young age. Stefan now facilitates habitat tours 
in South America, works in conservation and independently 
researches cacti and desert ecology.

Bolivia is a landlocked country situated in the heart of South 
America. This facinating place is located directly in the “elbow 
of the Andes” and is a biological paradise with a diversity of 
microclimates spanning across a relatively small geographical 
area, encompassing everything from tropical lowlands to 
the Altiplano. In this presentation, we discuss why these 
microclimates exist and whet facinating cacti and other exotic 
plants grow there.  

This will be a very special meeting by Stefan Burger, and a 
program on Bolivian cacti, that has never as yet been presented 
in Tucson. For those interested in excellent presentation, be 
sure to attend this meeting! This will also be a Zoom program 
and will be an important educational and informational event 

Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society • In Person and Zoom Program Presentation • Thursday, August 3, 2023, at 7:00pm
Sky Islands Public High School, 6000 East 14th Street, Tucson, Arizona 85711

Bolivian Cacti
Presented by Stefan Burger

you must see. Also, if using Zoom, be sure to log in to win a 
$25.00 gift certifi cate from TCSS or choose a copy of the new 
3rd edition of the Field Guide to Cacti & Other Succulents of 
Arizona. Excellent plant give aways will take place at the in 
person meeting but that portion of the program, because of 
the recording, will not appear on Zoom. When leaving the live 
in person meeting, please enjoy great refreshments provided 
by our member volunteers and also, everyone can get a special 
free plant off ered to you by the TCSS. Also, please always 
thank Robert and Donna Ellis for selecting and arranging all 
the raffl  e plants, door prize plants and free plant giveaways.
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TCSS Meeting Refreshments
Please share and socialize with your fellow members at our 
monthly meetings by bringing some type of fi nger food for 
the refreshment table. For the August MEETING we are 

asking members whose last names begin with A through G
to bring something that would serve 10-12 people.

Desert Breeze




