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TCSS BOARD
Offi  cers (ending December 31, 2024)

President: Richard Wiedhopf • president@Tucsoncactus.org
Vice President: Vonn Watkins • vp@Tucsoncactus.org

Secretary: Monica Wnuk
secretary @tucsoncactus.org

Treasurer: Cathy Robson
treasurer@Tucsoncactus.org

Board of Directors:
(terms expire December 31 of year indicated)

Donna Ellis (2023)
Janice Johnson (2023)
Kris Thompson (2023)
Eli Cavalcante (2023)

Crystal Cannon (2024)
Linda Heisley (2024)
Kermie Hodge (2024)

Robert Villa (2024)
Brian Vandervoet (2025)

Brad Haeckel (2025)
Joel Fontaine (2025)
Steve Watts (2025))

CSSA Affi  liate Rep:
Bill Holcombe (2023)

Cactus Rescue: Donna Ellis, Steve Watts
Tucsoncactus.org

Urban Rescues:  Julie Shulick
 desertrat@shulick.com

Education: Kris Thompson • education@Tucsoncactus.org
Free Plants: Donna Ellis • plants@Tucsoncactus.org
Florilegium: Joyce Peters • art@Tucsoncactus.org

Garden Tours: Patsy Frannea • tours@Tucsoncactus.org
Librarian: Brad Haeckel • librarian@Tucsoncactus.org

Prickly Park: • park@Tucsoncactus.org
Programs: Vonn Watkins • programs@Tucsoncactus.org

Refreshments: Patsy Frannea • refreshments@Tucsoncactus.org
Technology: technology@Tucsoncactus.org

Research: Doug Rowsell • research@Tucsoncactus.org
Field Trips/tours: Open

Vendor Coordinator: Dale Johnson • vendors@tucsoncactus.org
Plant Sales: Crystal Cannon • sales@tucsoncactus.org

Field Guide Sales: Susan Durham & John Durham 
books@tucsoncactus .org

Conservation: Thomas Staudt
conservation@tucsoncactus.org

Newsletter Editor: Karen Keller • newsletter@tucsoncactus.org

Deadline for newsletter text or photos:
Thursday, November 30 by 4:00pm

TCSS Web Page:
www.tucsoncactus.org

Webmaster: Barb Watts • webmaster@Tucsoncactus.org

For general information and questions related to 
TCSS, email TCSS@TucsonCactus.org 

or call (520) 256-2447 during business hours.

Everyone is Welcome!
Bring your friends, join in the fun and meet 

the cactus and succulent community.

Please see our under Activities Website Calendar for the 
next rescued cactus sale. They are scheduled at various

times during the year based on our inventory.

TCSS Club Members receive a 10% discount

We need your “Eyes and Ears” to help us fi nd new Cactus 
Rescue sites.  Please email us as much information as 

you can from new project signs or from other sources to 
Site@TucsonCactus.org.   Attach a photo of the sign if 

you can.  Note, we do not remove plants from residences.

Thursday, November 2, 2023 at 7:00pm
Crevice Gardens: a useful new tool for dry gardens
Presented by Kenton J. Seth

Tuesday, November 14, 2023 at 7:00pm
Teleconference Board Meeting

,1 3 0 556
Cacti Rescued - Since 1999
669 Rescues - 49,623 Volunteer Hours (updated 01-01-23

Crevice gardens have historically been an esoteric, European 
garden style with a strange name, but recent developments 
have catapulted them onto the international stage and into major 
public gardens and back yards, especially in the USA. By virtue 
of growing plants closely with rocks, the opportunity arises to 
grow certain exotic and native plants better than they can be in a 
traditional garden. Remarkably, a crevice garden works to shed 
water in a wet climate but can also store water in a dry climate, 
making it a universally useful system, also dealing with awkward 
garden spaces or making plantable alternatives to retaining walls 
or a naturalistic way to elevate and display cactus and succulent 
collections.

Kenton J. Seth is a thirty-something Colorado-based garden 
designer and hopeless plant slut, working with rock gardens, 
natives, dryland gardens, and meadows.  He has a small nursery 
to grow plants for his designs, which range from around Western 
Colorado to the US Coasts and even a few overseas. He co-
authored “The Crevice Garden,” and is working on a book about 
gardening without irrigation.. He writes a blog at kentonjseth.
blogspot.com and his work is at PaintbrushGardens.com   

Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society • In Person and Zoom Program Presentation • Thursday, November 2, 2023, at 7:00pm
Sky Islands Public High School, 6000 East 14th Street, Tucson, Arizona 85711

Crevice Gardens: a useful new tool for dry gardens
Presented by Kenton J. Seth

 We are always thinking of your safety and if you are not feeling 
well we ask that you join us on the internet Zoom presentation. 
If you’re doing well and would like to attend you are perfectly 
welcome to come and join us for this really special in person 
presentation (masks will be encouraged but not required). This 
meeting will also be a Zoom program and will be an important 
educational and informational event you must see. Also, if using 
Zoom, be sure to log in to win a $25.00 gift certifi cate from TCSS 
or choose a copy of the new 3rd edition of the Field Guide to 
Cacti & Other Succulents of Arizona. Excellent plant give aways 
will take place at the in person meeting but that portion of the 
program, because of the recording, will not appear on Zoom. 
When leaving the live in person meeting, please enjoy great 
refreshments provided by our member volunteers and also, 
everyone can get a special free plant off ered to you by the TCSS.

Acknowledgement Of Contributions
The Names Below Represent The Tucson Cactus and 

Succulent Society Members And Friends Whose Donations 
Helped Make This Year A Success. We Extend Our Sincere 

Thanks For Your Support.

Kristin Benson & Giuseppe Minichino
Liz Bianco & Karla Ronquillo

Jean Butler
Mike & Darcy  Connor

David Gibault
Diana Gagnon
 Willis Jackson

 Christian K &  Bridget Monrad
 Neil & Sarah Poese 
Greg & Carol L Starr

Melissa Tucker
 Elizabeth Van Horn
 Richard Wiedhopf

TCSS Meeting Refreshments
Please share and socialize with your fellow members at our 

monthly meetings by bringing some type of fi nger food for the 
refreshment table. For the November MEETING we are asking 

members whose last names begin with “A” through “L” to bring 
something that would serve 10-12 people.

Desert Breeze
Newsletter of the Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society         November 2023

TCSS Holiday Party 
Sunday, December 10 2023
More information to follow 

in the December Newsletter
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Importaint Dates For 2023
Watch for further details and announcements

November 12, 2023 Celebrate TCSS Birthday
December 10, 2023  Holiday Party 

and Annual Meeting



President’s M essag e
PLANT NOW!  This is a great time 
of year to plant succulents, cacti 
and trees.  For many years the rule 
of thumb was that the fi rst frost was 
November 15 and the last frost was 
March 15.  Those dates are no longer 
a reality.  What we now know is that 
anything can happen.  My advice to 
you is be prepared for the weather to 

change overnight.   That means having plenty of frost cloth 
available.  If you have greenhouses, have your plastic to cover 
them for the winter ready to install.  Of course, the day you 
install the plastic the weather will heat up and will worry about 
the plants burning.

There are a lot of winter growers that we all love and kept alive 
throughout the summer heat.  Aloes are one of my favorites. 
After the disastrous freezes where most aloes died or were 
severely damaged, I said I would never grow anymore.  I lied. 
The yard and greenhouses are fi lled with them.  Will I never 
learn?  I am going to be particularly observant this year as to 
the weather and how the aloes are responding and will use 
liberal amounts of frost cloth as necessary.  Of course, this 
is the time that many aloes bloom, so protecting the bloom 
stalk is another issue.  I also like Haworthias and gasterias 
which are also winter growers and need protection from 
freezing weather.

There are so many other fabulous winter growers to entice 
you.  Check them out at local nurseries.

A greenhouse of any size is a good investment if you are a 
serious plant nut.  No matter how big your greenhouse is, 
it is still too small.  But, It does give you the opportunity to 
grow many diff erent succulent plants and also plants that go 
dormant and need to be protected from cold and wet weather 
like adeniums.  Check out the Adenium website on the home 
page of our website.

Members will be receiving a large mailing that contains 
information about the Annual Meeting/Holiday Party (no 
regular meeting in December), ballot for the election of Board 
Members and CSSA Representative, membership renewal 
information and year-end tax-deductible gifts to the Society. 
There is limited seating at the holiday party so respond 
quickly after the opening date.

I hope you will join us at the proposed 63rd Society Birthday 
Party at Pima Prickly Park.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

Thank you for your continued support,

Dick Wiedhopf, Presiden

I nstructions To J oin The TCSS Z oom M eeting  on November 2, 2023
If you have a laptop or other device where you can enter a web site address enter http s:/ / bit. ly/ tcssmm

Copy this into your browser address line or just click on it. If this does not work and for all other types of devices see our 
Zoom Meeting Instructions page on our web site.  It is 

http s:/ / tcss. wildap ricot. org / resources/ p df_ fi  les/ Z oomI nstructions. p df
You can also fi nd a link to it by going to our August Meeting notice information on the web.

1.   We are looking for help to setup (clean up area and setup 
chairs and tables as needed) prior to the monthly meeting 
and cleanup after the meeting (put all chairs away and sweep 
the fl oor).  Setup starts at 6:00 on meeting night and cleanup 
begins immediately after the meeting.  We are also looking 
for someone that would like to oversee this project and make 
sure there is enough help.  If you are interested in taking 
on this task please send your name and phone number to 
awalkinthewoods@comcast.net.

2.  The Labyrinth is taking shape - 80 tons of decomposed granite 
and 1,300 pavers need to be moved and installed. The circuits 
for the 75-foot diameter Chartres style labyrinth will be lined 
with pavers and the paths fi lled with decomposed granite. This 
is an opportunity for all members who want to be a part of the 
Pima Prickly Park labyrinth project to participate. We will be 
working every morning starting at 7:00 November 2nd through 
the 5th. See you then. Kermie.

3.   With the TCSS Birthday celebration on November 12th, we 
need to get River Road cleaned up.  It will be a two-step 
process - First with the help of some tree trimmers, we with 
gather limbs that they cut and dead ones that have fallen in 
piles to be picked up.  The next week we will go back and clean 
up the trash and debris that is left.  If you would like to help trim 
trees and/or gather branches or trash, please send you name 
and phone number to 
park@tucsoncactus.org.  
We will get back to you with more details. 

4.   The Holiday Party/Annual meeting is December 10th.  We are 
looking for volunteers to help setup and cleanup after the party.  
If you are interested in helping, please send you name and 
phone number to holidayparty@tucsoncactus.org..

Thanks for stepping up and helping out where needed.

Volunteer W ish List
TCSS is looking  for some volunteers to help  out in the following  areas

Come and j oin us at the 
Tucson Cactus and Succulent Societies 6 3rd birthday.  

Fun starts at 1:00pm until 3:00pm 
Sunday Nov. 12, at Pima Prickly Park, 3500 W. River Road. 

Come celebrate and learn a little about the club and share in cake and ice cream. Take a stroll around 
the park. There will be door prizes. See you there.

Pima Prickly Park Sunrise Photo credit: Crystal Cannon

Sunrise at Saguarohenge, Pima Prickly Park Sunset at Pima Prickly Park

In this heat it’s diffi  cult to think about touring gardens, but hopefully, 
before we know it,  the cooler temperatures of Fall will arrive and we’ll 
all be ready to enjoy being out in our desert gardens again. 

If you are interested in sharing your desert garden with members, 
please fi ll out the application that is on our website at Popup_Tour_
Application.pdf (wildapricot.org)

You can choose any Saturday during the year that hasn’t already 
been scheduled.  We just need a couple of months’ notice to get 
everything in place for the tour.  In general, there are no rules or 
necessary requirements/knowledge to be on the tour other than a 
visual emphasis on  cactus and succulents.  Our Pop-Up Tours are 
just a way for members to share ideas and get inspiration for their own 
landscapes.  We hope you might consider sharing your garden with 
the TCSS membership 

K -12 E ducation Calendar
Here are the dates for our November K-12 outreach.

November 8 th:
Mansfeld Middle Magnet School

STEM+ Night

November 14th:
Erickson Elementary School

Math and Science Night

November 15th:
Morgan Maxwell K-8 School

STEM Night

November 17th:
Pima Community College NW

SARSEF STEM Adventure
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About a year ago, Thomas and Maria contacted Greg and Carol 
about the possibility of going on a small group birding trip to 
South Africa. We decided that we would be able to see some 
very cool plants and animals along with colorful birds. We were 
to spend the fi rst four days in Kruger National Park where you 
are not allowed outside of the vehicle except in designated 
areas, so seeing plants in the park would not be a high priority. 
With that in mind, Greg was keen on spending more time 
outside the park. The four of us then opted to schedule an extra 
six days in the Western Cape to see wildfl owers, animals, and 
birds. 

Greg took any opportunity available to see plants, but because 
this was fi rst and foremost a birding trip, those opportunities 
were limited. We saw some incredible Aloes and Euphorbias, 
at 60 miles an hour, and Greg would love to visit again, but with 
control of the vehicle! In any case, the trip was incredible and 
memorable with lots of photos for the record. We decided to 
break the trip down into two parts, the northeastern and the 
western. 

South Africa is comprised of nine provinces and our trip took 
us to fi ve of them. We fl ew to Johannesburg in the Gauteng 
Province, drove through the Eastern Transvaal on our way 
to Kruger National Park which is in both the Limpopo and 
Mpumalanga provinces in the northeastern part. While heading 
to Kruger, we saw numerous tall-trunked Aloe marlothii and 
large Euphorbia species. Not only is Kruger National Park world 
renowned for the “Big 5” animals species, African Elephant
(fi gure 1), African buff alo (fi gure 2), Lion (fi gure 3), Leopard (fi gure 
4), and Rhinoceros (fi gure 5), but other fascinating creatures as 

A Birds-eye View of South Africa – Part 1
Greg Starr, Carol Starr, Thomas Staudt, and Maria Voris

well including Giraff e (fi gure 6), Common Eland (fi gure 7), Honey 
Badger (fi gure 8), Wild Dogs (fi gure 9), and Hyena (fi gure 10). 
including Acacia caff ra, Acacia karroo, Acacia tortilis (fi gure 
11 with Baboons), Adenium (fi gure 12), Diospyros lycioides, 
Euphorbia cooperi (fi gure 13), Euphorbia confi nalis (fi gures 14 
&15), and Kigelia africana commonly called Sausage Tree for 
the large sausage-like fruits. 

After four days in Kruger National Park, we traveled south to 
KwaZulu Natal province for the rest of our trip in northeastern 
South Africa. We spent two nights in delightful accommodations 
at nearly 5,900 feet elevation in Wakkerstroom. While at 
Wakkerstroom, we fi nally got to leave the car long enough to 
take a hike, so Greg got to see a few interesting plants on the 
grassy hillside, including a very small Delosperma species 
(fi gure 16), Crassula compacta (fi gure 17), and a cool little bulb 
he thinks is Apodolirion buchananii (fi gure 18). Our fi nal few 
days on the organized bird trip saw us have a bit more freedom 
to walk about, but only in places deemed safe by our tour guide, 
so we made the best of it when we could. There were a couple 
more opportunities to sneak in some plant pictures including 
a handsome Sansevieria hyacinthoides (fi gure 19), a huge 
specimen of Euphorbia tirucalli (fi gure 20), and two Watsonia 
species, one yellow and one red (fi gures 21 & 22) seen on our 
way to the Sani Pass. Our fi nal day was essentially devoted 
to travel as we raced down the freeway to get to the airport 
in Durban where we bid goodbye to our traveling companions 
from Chicago and our awesome tour guide. From there, the 
four of us Greg, Carol, Thomas, and Maria fl ew from Durban 
to Cape Town where we will pick up the adventure next month, 
so stay tuned!

Pima Prickly Park Labyrinth Construction is Underway 
and Volunteers are Needed

80 tons of decomposed granite and 1,300 pavers need to be 
moved and installed. This is an opportunity for all members 
who want to be a part of the Pima Prickly Park labyrinth project 
to participate.

The 75-foot diameter Chartres style labyrinth will be located 
at 3500 West River Road. The circuits will be lined with pavers 
and the paths fi lled with decomposed granite. 

The site is now leveled, the mouth of the path linking the 
labyrinth to the street and parking areas has been lowered and 
stabilized with a concrete pad.

For the Saturday, November 4, work session, if you have 
experience working with concrete, please try to be present. Or 
if you know of TCSS members who can assist with mixing the 
concrete and setting the parameter course of the labyrinth’s 
pavers and the outline of the path in concrete, please invite 
them for this morning’s work. We can have the pavers ready 
to set in place, so the concrete “experts” just need to mix the 
concrete and set a course of the pavers.

If you have friends or neighbors who are TCSS members 
looking for a way to get involved in club activities, please invite 
them to join us. 

The outdoor temperatures are cooler, but don’t forget to bring 
water and sun protection, as needed.

Contact Kermie Hodge at Labyrinth@tucsoncactus.org
if you have questions or would like more information.

Here’s the work schedule:
Thursday, Nov 2, 7:00 am: 
Compact the native soil, spread and compact 
decomposed granite; mark the circuits. TCSS members 
please bring: wheelbarrows, shovels, and bow rakes.

Friday, Nov 3, 7:00 am: 
Position pavers and begin fi lling circuits with 
decomposed granite. Tools needed are gloves, knee 
pads, wheelbarrows, shovels, bow rakes, trowels.

Saturday, Nov 4, 7:00 am: 
Install parameter course of pavers in cement and set 
soldier course of pavers for the path in cement. Tools 
needed are gloves, knee pads, wheelbarrows, transfer 
shovels, bow rakes, 4 to 8’ levels, garden trowels.

Sunday, Nov 5, 7:00 am: 
Complete infi ll of decomposed granite and compact 
labyrinth and path. Tools needed are gloves, knee pads, 
wheelbarrows, shovels, bow rakes, 4 to 8’ levels, garden 
trowels.

Thursday, Nov 9, 7:00 am:
Meet to complete unfi nished work, walk the labyrinth, 
determine t-shirt design, set up opening celebration, and 
review other concerns. Bring tools as needed along with a 
portable chair, morning beverage, and a smile

Cleared site for the labyrinth, Pima Prickly Park Path construction to the labyrinth, Pima Prickly Park

Photo credits: Kermie Hodge
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take a hike, so Greg got to see a few interesting plants on the 
grassy hillside, including a very small Delosperma species 
(fi gure 16), Crassula compacta (fi gure 17), and a cool little bulb 
he thinks is Apodolirion buchananii (fi gure 18). Our fi nal few 
days on the organized bird trip saw us have a bit more freedom 
to walk about, but only in places deemed safe by our tour guide, 
so we made the best of it when we could. There were a couple 
more opportunities to sneak in some plant pictures including 
a handsome Sansevieria hyacinthoides (fi gure 19), a huge 
specimen of Euphorbia tirucalli (fi gure 20), and two Watsonia 
species, one yellow and one red (fi gures 21 & 22) seen on our 
way to the Sani Pass. Our fi nal day was essentially devoted 
to travel as we raced down the freeway to get to the airport 
in Durban where we bid goodbye to our traveling companions 
from Chicago and our awesome tour guide. From there, the 
four of us Greg, Carol, Thomas, and Maria fl ew from Durban 
to Cape Town where we will pick up the adventure next month, 
so stay tuned!

Pima Prickly Park Labyrinth Construction is Underway 
and Volunteers are Needed

80 tons of decomposed granite and 1,300 pavers need to be 
moved and installed. This is an opportunity for all members 
who want to be a part of the Pima Prickly Park labyrinth project 
to participate.

The 75-foot diameter Chartres style labyrinth will be located 
at 3500 West River Road. The circuits will be lined with pavers 
and the paths fi lled with decomposed granite. 

The site is now leveled, the mouth of the path linking the 
labyrinth to the street and parking areas has been lowered and 
stabilized with a concrete pad.

For the Saturday, November 4, work session, if you have 
experience working with concrete, please try to be present. Or 
if you know of TCSS members who can assist with mixing the 
concrete and setting the parameter course of the labyrinth’s 
pavers and the outline of the path in concrete, please invite 
them for this morning’s work. We can have the pavers ready 
to set in place, so the concrete “experts” just need to mix the 
concrete and set a course of the pavers.

If you have friends or neighbors who are TCSS members 
looking for a way to get involved in club activities, please invite 
them to join us. 

The outdoor temperatures are cooler, but don’t forget to bring 
water and sun protection, as needed.

Contact Kermie Hodge at Labyrinth@tucsoncactus.org
if you have questions or would like more information.

Here’s the work schedule:
Thursday, Nov 2, 7:00 am: 
Compact the native soil, spread and compact 
decomposed granite; mark the circuits. TCSS members 
please bring: wheelbarrows, shovels, and bow rakes.

Friday, Nov 3, 7:00 am: 
Position pavers and begin fi lling circuits with 
decomposed granite. Tools needed are gloves, knee 
pads, wheelbarrows, shovels, bow rakes, trowels.

Saturday, Nov 4, 7:00 am: 
Install parameter course of pavers in cement and set 
soldier course of pavers for the path in cement. Tools 
needed are gloves, knee pads, wheelbarrows, transfer 
shovels, bow rakes, 4 to 8’ levels, garden trowels.

Sunday, Nov 5, 7:00 am: 
Complete infi ll of decomposed granite and compact 
labyrinth and path. Tools needed are gloves, knee pads, 
wheelbarrows, shovels, bow rakes, 4 to 8’ levels, garden 
trowels.

Thursday, Nov 9, 7:00 am:
Meet to complete unfi nished work, walk the labyrinth, 
determine t-shirt design, set up opening celebration, and 
review other concerns. Bring tools as needed along with a 
portable chair, morning beverage, and a smile

Cleared site for the labyrinth, Pima Prickly Park Path construction to the labyrinth, Pima Prickly Park

Photo credits: Kermie Hodge
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G ood Time Silent Auction
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Patsy, Linda and Lu serving ice cream at the 
Good Time Silent Auction

Make your bids at the Good Time Silent Auction

M eet Vanessa J ones The Sales 
Volunteer For November 

A little over a year ago I moved to Tucson 
from San Diego. One of the fi rst things I 
did was join the TCSS because I knew it 
was something I wanted to be involved 
in. Everything about the Society was 
fascinating to me. I knew little about 
desert plants and I was really interested 
in learning more so I started volunteering 
at Pima Prickly Park and it was great. 
Lots of knowledgeable people to hang 
out with! But then the weather changed 

and I had to wait for better volunteer opportunities. And then 
hummingbird season started (Spring-Summer) and I had to 
hold off  on going to meetings or events because of my work 
with orphaned and injured baby hummingbirds. Finally, in the 
last couple of months I was able to help with the Blooming 
Barrel Sale and the Good Time Silent Auction and attend the 
last two meetings. What a fun time! Now I’m looking forward to 
continued participation and hopefully getting back to helping 
at the park during the cool months.

TCSS Sales Volunteer 
My name is Cyndi Garrison. I once had 
a CDL (commercial driver’s license), and 
drove dump trucks for a construction 
company. Around 2003, we were hauling 
many tons of fi ll dirt and rocks to a huge 
pit that was near Orange Grove Rd and 
Camino de la Tierra. 

I joined TCSS about 2005 and enjoyed 
the rescues and helping Patsy Frannea 
with the refreshments at the meetings. I 

was a board member when TCSS started negotiating with Pima 
County to create a cactus garden on their property, which has 
turned into Pima Prickly Park. I’ve donated plants and spent 
time enjoying PPP as it’s grown. Now years later I relax while 
watering plants every Monday morning. The Park is lush and 
the plants look great! 

Figure 10

Figure 8

Figure 11

Figure 9

Figure 12

Figure 7

Figure 13
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Figure 18 Figure 19 Figure 20 Figure 21 Figure 22

A Birds-eye View of South Africa – Photos



Cactus and Succulent Society of America (CSSA) 
is seeking a Business Manager 

The Cac 
tus and Succulent Society of America (CSSA) is currently seeking an enthusiastic and highly motivated 
individual to serve as the Executive Director.  The ideal candidate will possess strong leadership abilities, 
excellent communication skills, and a passion for fostering the mission and vision of CSSA.  This is a unique 
opportunity to contribute to the growth and success of a vibrant community dedicated to the appreciation and 
conservation of cacti and succulents.  
 
We are looking for a Business Manager to:  
• Serve CSSA effectively, ensuring seamless day-to-day operations.  
• Execute Board of Directors (BoD) strategic plans, program development, and policies.  
• Work with the BoD to ensure compliance with 501(c)3 regulations and laws.  
• Help promote CSSA's mission to stakeholders.  
• Coordinate with officers to provide excellent service to members.  
• Provide quarterly updates to the BoD, evaluating programs and suggesting resource allocations.  
• Handle correspondence with members and organizations.  
• Foster positive communication with CSSA affiliates.  
• Manage finances, including invoices, payments, and budgets with the treasurer.  
• Maintain membership records and coordinate mass mailings.  
• Manage relationships with external entities, including the U.S. Postal Service and others.  
• Supervise CSSA's presence at shows and conventions.  
• Ensure secure backups of CSSA's electronic data.  
• Arrange and communicate Board meeting logistics.  
• Handle all incoming CSSA mail appropriately.  
 
The ideal candidate should have:  
• Proven track record in nonprofit management, including 501(c)3 familiarity.  
• Proficiency in financial management and budgeting.  
• Excellent interpersonal skills to collaborate with diverse stakeholders.  
• Knowledge of web hosting, design, and internet commerce is advantageous.  
 
Join us in our mission to promote our appreciation and preservation of cacti and succulents. If you are 
dedicated to creating a significant difference in the world of Cactus and Succulent, we welcome your 
application. To apply, please submit your resume and a cover letter outlining your relevant experience and 
your vision for CSSA under your leadership to Rod Haenni, President CSSA at rhaenni@comcast.net  
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November 2, 2023

TCSS BOARD
Offi  cers (ending December 31, 2024)

President: Richard Wiedhopf • president@Tucsoncactus.org
Vice President: Vonn Watkins • vp@Tucsoncactus.org

Secretary: Monica Wnuk
secretary @tucsoncactus.org

Treasurer: Cathy Robson
treasurer@Tucsoncactus.org

Board of Directors:
(terms expire December 31 of year indicated)

Donna Ellis (2023)
Janice Johnson (2023)
Kris Thompson (2023)
Eli Cavalcante (2023)

Crystal Cannon (2024)
Linda Heisley (2024)
Kermie Hodge (2024)

Robert Villa (2024)
Brian Vandervoet (2025)

Brad Haeckel (2025)
Joel Fontaine (2025)
Steve Watts (2025))

CSSA Affi  liate Rep:
Bill Holcombe (2023)

Cactus Rescue: Donna Ellis, Steve Watts
Tucsoncactus.org

Urban Rescues:  Julie Shulick
 desertrat@shulick.com

Education: Kris Thompson • education@Tucsoncactus.org
Free Plants: Donna Ellis • plants@Tucsoncactus.org
Florilegium: Joyce Peters • art@Tucsoncactus.org

Garden Tours: Patsy Frannea • tours@Tucsoncactus.org
Librarian: Brad Haeckel • librarian@Tucsoncactus.org

Prickly Park: • park@Tucsoncactus.org
Programs: Vonn Watkins • programs@Tucsoncactus.org

Refreshments: Patsy Frannea • refreshments@Tucsoncactus.org
Technology: technology@Tucsoncactus.org

Research: Doug Rowsell • research@Tucsoncactus.org
Field Trips/tours: Open

Vendor Coordinator: Dale Johnson • vendors@tucsoncactus.org
Plant Sales: Crystal Cannon • sales@tucsoncactus.org

Field Guide Sales: Susan Durham & John Durham 
books@tucsoncactus .org

Conservation: Thomas Staudt
conservation@tucsoncactus.org

Newsletter Editor: Karen Keller • newsletter@tucsoncactus.org

Deadline for newsletter text or photos:
Thursday, November 30 by 4:00pm

TCSS Web Page:
www.tucsoncactus.org

Webmaster: Barb Watts • webmaster@Tucsoncactus.org

For general information and questions related to 
TCSS, email TCSS@TucsonCactus.org 

or call (520) 256-2447 during business hours.

Everyone is Welcome!
Bring your friends, join in the fun and meet 

the cactus and succulent community.

Please see our under Activities Website Calendar for the 
next rescued cactus sale. They are scheduled at various

times during the year based on our inventory.

TCSS Club Members receive a 10% discount

We need your “Eyes and Ears” to help us fi nd new Cactus 
Rescue sites.  Please email us as much information as 

you can from new project signs or from other sources to 
Site@TucsonCactus.org.   Attach a photo of the sign if 

you can.  Note, we do not remove plants from residences.

Thursday, November 2, 2023 at 7:00pm
Crevice Gardens: a useful new tool for dry gardens
Presented by Kenton J. Seth

Tuesday, November 14, 2023 at 7:00pm
Teleconference Board Meeting

,1 3 0 556
Cacti Rescued - Since 1999
669 Rescues - 49,623 Volunteer Hours (updated 01-01-23

Crevice gardens have historically been an esoteric, European 
garden style with a strange name, but recent developments 
have catapulted them onto the international stage and into major 
public gardens and back yards, especially in the USA. By virtue 
of growing plants closely with rocks, the opportunity arises to 
grow certain exotic and native plants better than they can be in a 
traditional garden. Remarkably, a crevice garden works to shed 
water in a wet climate but can also store water in a dry climate, 
making it a universally useful system, also dealing with awkward 
garden spaces or making plantable alternatives to retaining walls 
or a naturalistic way to elevate and display cactus and succulent 
collections.

Kenton J. Seth is a thirty-something Colorado-based garden 
designer and hopeless plant slut, working with rock gardens, 
natives, dryland gardens, and meadows.  He has a small nursery 
to grow plants for his designs, which range from around Western 
Colorado to the US Coasts and even a few overseas. He co-
authored “The Crevice Garden,” and is working on a book about 
gardening without irrigation.. He writes a blog at kentonjseth.
blogspot.com and his work is at PaintbrushGardens.com   

Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society • In Person and Zoom Program Presentation • Thursday, November 2, 2023, at 7:00pm
Sky Islands Public High School, 6000 East 14th Street, Tucson, Arizona 85711

Crevice Gardens: a useful new tool for dry gardens
Presented by Kenton J. Seth

 We are always thinking of your safety and if you are not feeling 
well we ask that you join us on the internet Zoom presentation. 
If you’re doing well and would like to attend you are perfectly 
welcome to come and join us for this really special in person 
presentation (masks will be encouraged but not required). This 
meeting will also be a Zoom program and will be an important 
educational and informational event you must see. Also, if using 
Zoom, be sure to log in to win a $25.00 gift certifi cate from TCSS 
or choose a copy of the new 3rd edition of the Field Guide to 
Cacti & Other Succulents of Arizona. Excellent plant give aways 
will take place at the in person meeting but that portion of the 
program, because of the recording, will not appear on Zoom. 
When leaving the live in person meeting, please enjoy great 
refreshments provided by our member volunteers and also, 
everyone can get a special free plant off ered to you by the TCSS.

Acknowledgement Of Contributions
The Names Below Represent The Tucson Cactus and 

Succulent Society Members And Friends Whose Donations 
Helped Make This Year A Success. We Extend Our Sincere 

Thanks For Your Support.

Kristin Benson & Giuseppe Minichino
Liz Bianco & Karla Ronquillo

Jean Butler
Mike & Darcy  Connor

David Gibault
Diana Gagnon
 Willis Jackson

 Christian K &  Bridget Monrad
 Neil & Sarah Poese 
Greg & Carol L Starr

Melissa Tucker
 Elizabeth Van Horn
 Richard Wiedhopf

TCSS Meeting Refreshments
Please share and socialize with your fellow members at our 

monthly meetings by bringing some type of fi nger food for the 
refreshment table. For the November MEETING we are asking 

members whose last names begin with “A” through “L” to bring 
something that would serve 10-12 people.

Desert Breeze
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TCSS Holiday Party 
Sunday, December 10 2023
More information to follow 

in the December Newsletter
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Importaint Dates For 2023
Watch for further details and announcements

November 12, 2023 Celebrate TCSS Birthday
December 10, 2023  Holiday Party 

and Annual Meeting




