TCSS Rescue Cacti for Sale

Lots & lotsto choose from.....

Barrels- from 2" to 14" diameter (about $1 per inch)
Hedgehogs —from 1 to 20 heads (about $1 per head)

TCSS Club Membersreceive a 15% discount
Call Joeor Patsy if interested 575-7126

Photos by Joe Frannea, Bob Webb and Barry McCormick. Logo Artwork by Vonn Watkins
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Upcoming Schedule
» January 5, 2006 — General Meeting. Speaker, Bob Webb.
» January 10, 2006 — Board Meeting. See Website for details.
» January 19, 2006 — Third Thursday workshop.
» February 2, 2006 — General Meeting. Speaker, Mark Muridian
» February 7, 2006 — Board Mesting.
» May 5-7, 2006. Sonoran V1.

Third Thursday, January 19, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Norm Dennis — Introduction to Cacti and Succulents
(Reservations Required)

Once again we will offer our spring series of third Thursday workshops. We will focus on basics. These
workshops should appeal to members that are new to the world of cacti and succulents. Workshops are on
the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm at the Junior League meeting room. The workshops are
restricted to members only and limited in the number of participants. There will be a $5.00 registration fee
for each workshop. Please return the sign-up sheet with payment to reserve your space.

January - Introduction to Cacti and Succulents.

Norm Dennis will cover the unique structures found in cacti and other succulents, and relate those structures
to the plant's ability to thrive in hostile environments. Basic taxonomy, distribution, evolution and botanical
terms will be explained. Participants will have hands-on activities as well as demonstrations. Each
participant will receive materials, but should provide their own writing tools. The workshop will last for
two hours, with a short break in the middle of the session.

February and March workshops will be announced next month.

We want your input and feedback. We will be planning another seriesin the fall so let us know what you
want.
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Newsletter of the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society
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TCSSBOARD

Officers
President: Richard Wiedhopf
885-6367
Vice President: Vonn Watkins
Secretary: George Virtes
Treasurer: Gail Virtes

Board of Directors:
Dan Birt (2006)
Chris Monrad (2006)
Mark Sitter (2006)
Norm Dennis (2007)
Barry McCormick (2007)
Jack Ramsey (2007)
Marty Harow (2007)
Joe Frannea (2008)
Joie Giunta (2008)
Nancy Reed (2008)
Bill Salisbury (2008)

CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barber

Cactus Rescue: ChrisMonrad
Educational: Joe Frannea
Free Plants: Norma Beckman
Librarian: Joie Giunta
Programs: Vonn Watkins
Refreshments: Patsy Frannea
Sales: Jack Ramsey
Technology: Kevin Barber

Editor: Barry McCormick
jbarrymcc@earthlink.net
Deadline for copy:18th of each month

TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org

Next M eeting
Thursday, January 5, 2006.
Junior League of Tucson
2099 E. River Road, Tucson

January Refreshments
Those with family names beginning with
T to Z, please bring your choice of
refreshment to the meeting.
Everyone is Welcome!

Bring your friends, join in the fun,
and meet the cactus and succulent
community.

Thursday, January 5, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Bob Webb & Toni Yocum
Travelsin Africa and Arabia- I11. Aloes!

Bob Webb has collected succulent
plants for about 20 years. Heisa
hydrologist with the U.S.
Geological Survey in Tucson;
however, hehas g
worked asa
plant ecologist
inthe

Southwestern

United States h N
) Tl

and Baja TS

Cdliforniafor
% a nearly 30 years.
Hes been travel ing to the Arablan Peni nsula

Oman, Kenya,
South Africa,
Namibia and Botswana in search of
- succulent plants.

Join usfor agreat New Y ear
-+ presentation and learn more about the
- fabulous Aloes!

Meeting Place

T
o
&
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Parking Junior League of Tucson
bl 1 M Kiva Bldg.

— o 2099 E. River Road
........ ° 200-5753

River Road

Camino Escuela

St. Phillip’s
Plaza
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President’s M essage

If you don’'t have a
Ferocactus latispinus
blooming in your collection
you are missing a great winter
wonder. When | see that
. .| bright purpleflower, all | can
7 i\ think about is that spring isn’'t
a2 ,I;\/b;, B far off.
| predict another good year for the nursery business.
| am already counting the lossesin my collection. |
know | should protect the sensitive plants before
November 15 and let them out after April 15. Every
year | wait till the first freeze before | get serious
about doing something. Of course, | will probably
also uncover them too early and get the last spring
freeze. | should be the poster child for supporting
the nursery business.

Thisyear | am experimenting with terrestrial
bromeliads, Hechtias, Dyckias etc. They make
great accents in the garden and are wonderful as
potted specimens. | have been growing some from
seed, which is always fun to do. | am anxious to see
how these plants handle light winter frost. So far
they are doing well with only alight cover of frost
cloth on some of the more tender plants. A number
of the local member nurseries have these terrestrial
bromeliads for sale. Y ou need to try some.

We have expanded the Board of Directorsto the
limit of 11 and will consider recommending
changes to the Bylaws to expand the board further.
Thisis alarge organization and needs expanded
opportunities for leadership. | want everyone to feel
that they have the opportunity to be engaged in the
decision making process. We will also try to have
more regularly scheduled committee meetings for
the major functions of the Society: Sonorans,
Cactus Expos and the CSSA Convention in 2009.

There are many of regular meetings, workshops,
cactus rescues, field trips and salesin which to
participate. We have school grants, research grants,
and technology projectsto be involved with. We
continue to support the Southern Arizona Science
and Engineering Fair and all kinds of conservation
and environmental activities.

| am excited about this year and future years and
promise that we will continue to have many
interesting activities. Thank you,

Dick Wiedhopf, President

President’s Awards

Two types of annual awards are given out at the
Holiday Party. The President’s Awards recognize
outstanding service to the society in the past year
and the Specia Service Award recognizes special
contributions for the success of our society. The
awardees are recommended to the President by the
board and committee chairs. Recipientsreceive a
special engraved trophy.

The 2005 President’s Awards went to:

Keith Zwickl, for his
continuing contribution to the
rescue program.

Bob & DonnaEllis, for their
contributions to the rescue
program and sales events.

Cyndi Garrison, for her
contributions to the rescue
program and for her
assistance with the meeting
refreshments.

Gayle & John Swarbrick, for their significant
contributions at Expo |1, the rescue program and
sales events.

The President’ s Special Service Award was
presented to Joie Giunta. Joie chairsthe library
committee, coordinates the workshop attendees,
contributes to almost every rescue and sale, helps
out with the refreshments at meetings, and has been
aregular attendee at board meetings and more.
Whenever help is needed, Joie is there.

The efforts of the current and past awardees have
substantially contributed to making this society fun,
educational, entertaining and special.

Thank you.
Dick Wiedhopf, President

Cactus RescuesHot & Cold

Cactus Rescues opportunities

have been hot and cold during
ﬁf 2005 but one thing you can
,:_;_ik‘ always count on: acrew ready to
PN go on a moments notice. Our

ﬂ rescue schedule is sporadic
because we need to fit into the
developer’ s schedule, which is controlled by

permits and other legal issues that must be attended
to before any grading or plant removal begins.

Many areas around Tucson are still in afast growth
mode, especially the northern and eastern parts. K.
Hovnanian Homes recently let us rescue a 30 plus
acre parcel inthe Vail areafor new homes and an
adjacent 12 acre parcel that will be sold to Vail
Schools for anew elementary school. We had a
great two days saving 681 cacti. Thanksto Chris
Monrad for getting this into a tight schedule and to
about 40 of our Rescue Crew Members.

We have had a great rescue year with 32 rescue
trips, saving over 9,400 cacti. The TCSS Board and
Cactus Rescue Crew leaders want to thank all who
participated in the rescues this past year. Thisvery
successful program and the people who participate
isone big part of what TCSSisall about. Our
annual Cactus Bucks coupons for those who
participated in one or more rescues or sales events
this past year are enclosed with this newsletter.

Chrisisworking on several more sites that will
most likely be available in early 2006. Stay tuned
and if you want to get on the Email broadcast list
for rescue notices sent out every Thursday, simply
send an email request to:
CactusRescue@TucsonCactus.org.

Joe Frannea

Holiday Party

About 110 of us gathered for our annual holiday
party on December 11. The delicious potluck was
awesome in its variety and quantity. The society
kicked in for the turkey and roast pork. The
hospitality committee provided festive decorations,
helped aong by the mountains of presents for the
gift exchange. We also had donations of six boxes
of food and $130 for the food bank.

John & Gayle Swarbrick
A short annual business meeting was called to order
to announce the new board and officers, as listed on
the masthead of this newsletter. The annua awards
were also given.

The gift exchange was lively, and we al left with
the energy and spirit we needed to pitch in for the
rest of the holiday season. The only question one
could ask was: where were the other 650 members?
Make a note for next year —this party is too good to
miss. We are prepared to serve on the lawn if
necessary, so all are welcome.

Barry McCormick

Library Update

Along with al the books donated
by Rainbow Gardens, we aso have
purchased, Ferocactus by John
Philbeam and Derek Bowdery.
- The book describes over 40 species
and subspecies of the genus with
photos of the plant and itsflowers. Thereisalso a
section on cultivation, akey to the speciesand a
map of the distribution areas.

S

| hope to be adding more books this year and |ook
forward to your suggestions.
Joie Giunta
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Upcoming Schedule Mark Muradian
TCSSBOARD :
> February 2, 2006, Thursday — General Meeting. Speaker: Mark Muridian. Bulldozers Built My Cactus Garden!
| . . Officers
» February 14, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting. See Website for details. President: Richard Wiedhopf Constructing his large outdoor cactus
> February 16, 2006, Thursday — Third Thursday workshop. 885-6367 and succulent garden required moving
» March 2. 2006. Thursday — General meeti enker: Ernesto Sandoval Vice President: Vonn Watkins many yards of soil and tons of rock.
ACHER S SUcy — Cougeaing, Speager: Emesto ggndaval. Secretary: George Virtes Mark’s solution: use a bulldozer and
» March 5, 2006, Sunday — Hacienda del Sol Cactus Sale. Treasurer: Gall Virtes forklift. Mark will show how large
> March 11-12, 2006, Saturday & Sunday — Fiesta de las Flores Show and Sale. Board of Directors: plants are moved and placed in the
_ Dan Birt (2006) garden, the winter protection he has
» March 11, 2006, Saturday — Mason Audubon Ironwood Festival. Cl\r;lr;ko S?S(rﬂ 2%82)6) devised, and his unique style of urban
» March 14, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting. Norm Dennis (2007) plant salvage.
> April 23, 2006, Sunday — Garden Tour. B“&yggrmi‘z‘;&%ﬂ) Mark is a third generation fruit and
> May 5-7, 2006. Friday to Sunday - Sonoran V1. Marty Mo (2007) grape fHarT]er It? the Ftrei:édc_allfﬁla .
y E : Joe Frannea (2008) area. He nas peen inter 1IN cactl an
» June 30, Friday to Monday — Bus Tour to the Huntington. Joie Giunta (2008) other succulents for over twenty years
Nancy Reid (2008) and currently is Vice President and
Bill Sdlisbury (2008) Program Chairman for the Fresno Cactus
Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barber and Succulent Society. Ten years ago he

7510 E. Rio Verde Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85715-3537

began producing pottery for hisown
plants. Others so admired his pottery
Free Plants Norma Beckman and he started making them to sell.

Librarian: Joie Giunta Mark will bring avariety of pottery pieces with him to display and

Programs: Vonn Watkins . L ] . -
Refreshments: Patsy Frannea sell. Hisgardening style is unique and his pottery superb!

Sales: Jack Ramsey
Technology: Kevin Barber

Cactus Rescue: Chris Monrad
Educational: Joe Frannea

Don’t missthis very specia presentation and enjoyable evening!

Editor: Barry McQormick Thursday, March 2, 2006
jbarrymec@earthlink.net Ernesto Sandoval, University of California, Davis.
Deadline for copy:18th of each month BajaCalifornia.
TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org
Next M eeting
Thursday, February 2, 2006. .
Junior L eague of Tucson Meeting Place e 2T Lo R
2099 E. River Road, Tucson = of— :  2099E.River Road
T T b cooood * 299-5753
February Refreshments gl &
Those with family names beginning with 2 <
A toF, please bring your choice of 5
refreshment to the meeting. 3 |

. River Road
Everyone is Welcome! St. Phillip's

Bring your friends, join in the fun, Plaza
and meet the cactus and succulent
community.
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Newsletier of the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Soclety
President’s M essage

The Tucson Cactus and
Succulent Society is
affiliated with the Cactus
and Succulent Society of
America, which was
created to promote better
understanding and
appreciation of these
fascinating plants.

The CSSA isastrong voice for conservation and
preservation of threatened and endangered plant
life nationally and worldwide. Last year TCSS
was the first recipient of their conservation award.

The CSSA Journal and newsletter
isissued bi-monthly and is

internationally recognized as an
outstanding publication.

Generoudly illustrated, it contains
excellent articles for both the S
casual and the serious student of

cacti and other succulents. The
advertisement section provides sources for plants,
books, and supplies available through-out the
country.

Members are of all ages, lifestyles, and from many
different ethnic, cultural, and social backgrounds.
There are membersin South America, Europe,
Asia, Africa, and Australia. Most members are
amateurs, but others are world-famous scientists,
commercial growers, and educators. It'seasy to
join the CSSA through their website at:
WWW.CSSainc.org

or pick up aform at any of the TCSS regular
meetings or events.

TCSS will be hosting the CSSA 2009 Biennial
Convention. | encourage you join and start to
participate in this organization, especialy in
anticipation of the excitement and honor hosting
the convention will bring to us and to Tucson.

Thank you
Dick Wiedhopf, President

Spring Wor kshops

Because of a scheduling problem, the Norm Dennis
workshop scheduled for January 19 has been
moved to February 16.

Introduction to Cacti and Succul ents.

Norm Dennis will cover
the unique structures found
in cacti and other
succulents, and relate those
structures to the plant's
ability to thrivein hostile
environments. Basic
taxonomy, distribution,
evolution and botanical
terms will be explained.
Participants will have hands-on activities as well as
demonstrations. Each participant will receive
materials, but should provide their own writing
tools. The workshop will last for two hours, with a
short break in the middle of the session.

The workshop is limited to twenty-four. Currently,
eighteen aresigned up. If you are interested in
attending this fun workshop and want more
information, e-mail me at joietgo@yahoo.com,
phone 327-1217 or sign up at the library table,
where formswill be available. The cost is $5.00.

Joie Giunta

Rescue Plaque I nstalled

Some of our rescued cacti have
found their way to the raised

* planter boxes at the Arizona State
_3? building at 400 W. Congress,
gl e | downtown, thanks to the efforts of
ﬂ: Tom Baron. Tom has worked for
the State for much of his career
and volunteers as a TCSS Cactus

Rescue Crew Member as well.

Several Ocaotillo, many barrels, and several hedge
hog cacti were used to fill the planter boxes with
native vegetation. The State planted and has taken
wonderful care of the plants and many have almost
doubled in size in their new home.

Tom recently initiated an effort to get a plague
installed in one of the planter boxes to publicize the
viability of rescued cacti. VVonn Watkins prepared
the art work, Dick Wiedhopf had the plague made

and Tom Béran obtained all the St approvals.

Tom and Joe and Patsy Frannea showed up one
Sunday morning with afew extra cactus and a
couple of sacks of concrete to anchor in the plaque.
If you go by the plaza areain the back towards the
parking garage, check out the rescued golden spined
Ferocactus wislizenii just to the left of the plague
(one of 3 large heads - gets yellow flowers). This
cactusis being propagated by Chris Monrad with
the help of Mark Sitter.

Joe Frannea

Future Events

Information about two major events will be coming
in the mail soon:

Sonoran VI will be held May 5, 6 & 7 at the
InnSuites Hotel. Thisyear’sthemeis"The Sonoran
Desert Then and Now".

We are arranging a bus trip to the
Huntington Botanical Garden,
—0 a4 CSSA National Show and Sale
and Lotus Land, June 30 to July 2.

Costs are being finalized, and we need
to get reservations in.

Barry McCormick

Passings
Our sincere expression of sympathy to all the
families and friends of:

Louis Fodor - December 7, 2005 Green Hand
Cactus Nursery

Bobbette Adler Levy - December 24, 2005

Kristy Hanson - January 22, 2006 Arid Lands
Greenhouse

Library Update

At our last meeting, Charles

O’ Brien spoke about the cactus

moth, Cactoblastis cactorum that
Isapossible thresat to the

- southwest. This moth attacks the

Opuntia or Prickly Pear cactus.

Mr. O’ Brien left an informative DVD and literature

with the library. The DVD isavailableto be

checked out. The literature will be at the library

table for anyone to view.

=

There will be a short meeting with the library
committee at 6 pm before the regular meeting. We
will discuss which books to consider adding to the
library along with other items pertaining to the
library. If you are interested in being on the
committee and haven't been contacted, feel free to
join us.

Joie Giunta

Cactus Tour of Argentina
Sunday, September 24 through Saturday,
October 7, 2006

Progress continues on the upcoming Cactus Tour of
Argentina with most of the details having been set.
The tour participants have not yet been confirmed
so anyone who might be interested in going on the
tour should contact Evelyn or Peter Hubbell at 520-
229-3560, viaemail at peterhubbell @qwest.net or
check with them at the February or March meetings.

Tour leader, Luis Segura, suggested that the final
internal airfare from Jujuy to Buenos Aires be paid
six months prior as the flight fills up fast. That
would mean buying tickets for that flight by Friday,
March 24",

Continental Airlines has recently initiated flightsto
Buenos Aires from Houston offering one more
choice of airlinesto Argentina. Pricesare
competitive and Frequent Flyer seats are available.

Sue and Dick Hildreth have offered to host a
gathering of prospective participants at their home
in early March to review these details and for Peter
and Evelyn to answer questions.

There will be more information in the March
Newsletter and at the February and March TC& S
meetings.

Peter Hubbell
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Upcoming Schedule
» March 2, 2006, Thursday — General meeting, Speaker: Ernesto Sandoval.
» March 5, 2006, Sunday — Hacienda del Sol Cactus Sale.
» March 11-12, 2006, Saturday & Sunday — Fiesta de las Flores Show and Sale.
» March 11, 2006, Saturday — Mason Audubon Ironwood Festival.
» March 14, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting.
» March 19, 2006 — Pima County Spring Country Fair
» April 6, 2006, Thursday — General meeting.
» April 23, 2006, Sunday — Garden Tour.
» May 5-7, 2006. Friday to Sunday - Sonoran V1.
» June 30, Friday to Monday — Bus Tour to the Huntington.

Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society

7510 E. Rio Verde Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85715-3537
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Newsletter of the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society

March 2006 Thursday, March 2, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Ernesto Sandoval
TCSSBOARD The Land of the Boojum and the Cardon:
|
Officers Baja Californias version of the Sonoran Desert
President: Richard Wiedhopf .
8856367 Ernesto Sandoval is
Vice President: Vonn Watkins the Curator of the
Secretary: George Virtes Botanical Conservatory
Treasurer: Gail Virtes at the University of
Board of Directors: California, Davis.
Chﬁg“MBc;:re(éo(gg%G) Ernesto reports: I've
Mark Sitter (2006) been down to the
Norm Dennis (2007) F_’enl nsula about ten
Barry McCormick (2007) times over the last ten
Jack Ramsey (2007) years. Most of my
Marty Harow (2007) time has been spent in
Joe Frannea (2008) the northern half which
Joie Giunta (2008) ; : .
Nancy Reid (2008) will be the focus of my talk. When | first started doing succulent
Bill Salisbury (2008) plant talks a woman told me that her husband's photography was
o much better than mine. Rather than taking that as an insult | took
CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barber it asachallengetoimprove. | hope, at the very least, to visually
Cactus Rescue: Chris Monrad entice future visitors to the desert plant paradise known as the
Educational: Joe Frannea Vizcaino Desert of Baja California.
Free Plants: Norma Beckman ] y . ] _
Librarian: Joie Giunta Ernesto will be bringing a small variety of choice cacti and other
Programs: Vonn Watkins succulents from the UC Davis greenhouses. He will also have a
Refreshments: Patsy Frannea few Dorstenia gigas at over one foot tall!
Sales: Jack Ramsey
Technology: Kevin Barber Join us for this very special presentation with excellent Baja
Editor: Barry McCormick photography, lots of fun and some great friends!
jbarrymcc@earthlink.net
Deadline for copy:18th of each month Thursday, April 6, 2006
TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org Myron Kimnach.
Next M eeting
Thursday, March 2, 2006.
Junior League of Tucson Meeting Place e A el
2099 E. River Road, Tucson o o= :  2009E. River Road
T _g b cooood * 299-5753
March Refreshments gl &
Those with family names beginning with 2 <
G to M, please bring your choice of 5
refreshment to the meeting. - _ |
Everyoneis Welcome! St. Phillip's T o
Bring your friends, join in the fun, Plaza
and meet the cactus and succulent
community.
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President’s M essage

We are starting avery busy
time for the society. There
will be three plant salesin
March: the Hacienda del
Sol sale, the Fiestade las
Flores Show and Sale, and
the Pima County Spring
Country Fair. Dates and
details are presented
elsewherein this
newsletter and at www.tucsoncactus.org. Two
important educational opportunities present
themselves at the Audubon Ironwood Festival and
the SAHBA home show at the community center.
These will be followed by our Sonoran V1
Conferencein early May. You are encouraged to be
both a volunteer and a participant. It's easy to
volunteer, just say “yes’ when you are asked to
help.

| had the good fortune to obtain a book by Luther
Burbank on the hybridization of Opuntia to produce
acrop that would make arid lands useful. This
project took Burbank over fifteen years and gave
him real insight into cacti. He said if he knew about
working with cacti before he started this project he
wouldn’'t have doneit.

He was particularly irritated by what he called
spicules, or glochids, and recalls how he first
removed them with forceps anda magnifying glass
but later resorted to shaving them off or using
sandpaper.

He received hundreds of Opuntia specimensto
hybridize and planted millions of seeds so he could
select those that were free of spines and glochids.
He grew those out to flower and used them for his
next crosses and so on. He was able to produce
spineless, giant, fast growing, large flowered and
tasty fruited Opuntias that were hardy and produced
alarge quantity of forage per acre.

We have forgotten all that is possible with Opuntias
and perhaps we need to rekindle the interest.

Thank you.
Dick Wiedhopf, President

M ar ch Rescue Cactus Sales.

There are three cactus rescue sales
scheduled for the month of March.

i 3 Contact Jack Ramsey, 888-6137
ﬂ, for more information.
The third annual
Spring Plant Sale at the
Hacienda Del Sol
Guest Ranch Resort,
5601 N. Hacienda Del
Sol Road, will beheld  HACIENDADPELSOL,
on Sunday, March 5, GUEST RANCH RESSRT
from9amto3pm. In
addition to our rescue cactus, B & B Cactus Farm,

Living Stones & Plants for the Southwest, Milesto
Go, and Starr Nursery will be selling plants.

L

e

Fiesta de las Flores flower and Garden Show will be
held on March 11 from 9 am
to 9 pm and March 12 from
11 amto 5 pm. The show
and sale will be at the
Foothills Mall, 7401 N.
ChollaBlvd. (Inaand La
Challa). In addition to
rescue cactus sales there will
be an orchid show by the Tucson Orchid Society
and displays and sales by Tucson African Violet
Society, Southern ArizonaBonsai Enthusiasts, Rose
Society of Tucson, and many others. TCSS will
have a small cactus and succulent display; anyone
with plants to show can bring them around 8 am
Saturday.

The Pima County Spring : PI
Country Fair will beheld at the ,,',y_‘_‘ s ‘l:'i' ‘“\

Lew Sorensen Community (a7 ia f':‘;: \
Center, 11100 E. Tanque Verde '. 5;; ﬁb s 2 |
Road, on Sunday, March 19, N J,-'
2006. Hourswill befrom9am ™. “'-‘i!tzﬁ':-!‘ 4

to 3 pm. Wewill sall rescue
plants and member’ s excess plants. Members
wishing to sell plants should have them there by 8
am. In addition to rescue plant sales, the Country
Fair features many arts and crafts booths and
agricultural shows and exhibits. It isawaysan
enjoyable outing.

Jack Ramsey

Remembr ances of L ouis Fodor
By hisclose friend Dan Birt.

In the early years of TCSS, one man stood up to tell
his story in a quavering voice and with shaky hands
to the other seven or eight people present, about his
cactus experiments. He had found a group of people
he liked being around and they proved to be a good
audience. Thisis how Louis J. Fodor got his start.
They always had more new plants to show him and
the monthly plant give-away and drawings resulted
in many new plants for him to try to grow here.

Thiswas a man of many talents, good carpenter,
cement finisher, brick layer, etc. who built his small
garden area up to be one visited by people looking
for another new Mammillaria or other scarce item.

Each year hetried to start at least 60 new species
from seed and when unable to find the seeds he
sought, he would visit Dan Bach or Alan Blackburn
or even Mary Church to get this new cactus plant.
Once home he would cut the purchased plant in
half, one to graft for sale, the other upside down and
grafted to produce offsets to provide future saleable
plants.

He had a very sizeable outdoor growing garden that
he kept well watered until the seventies and water
rates went up. Then he built a fiberglass roofed
structure to house his ever growing collection of
plants. This gave him a cold weather hideout to
work in on bad days and a large display area of
plants that survived the cold winter temperatures of
the 1970's.

His Green Hand Cactus Garden was sought out first
at every CSSA Tucson convention. People would
flock to see his collections and make many
purchases.

He slipped away on December 7, 2005 as we were
all preparing for our Christmas parties and
gatherings and few of us were able to be present to
say good-bye to adear friend of al cactus
enthusiasts.

Future Events

TCSS and landscape designer Greg Corman will
sponsor a Garden Tour of Mary Dillon’s Garden
from 10 am to 4 pm on Sunday, April 23. Mark
your calendars; more information next month.

Information about two major events will be coming
in the mail soon:

Sonoran VI will be held May 5, 6 & 7 at the
InnSuites Hotel. Thisyear’sthemeis"The
Sonoran Desert Then and Now".

Final Information on the June 30 to
July 2 bus trip to the Huntington
Botanical Garden, the Living Desert
Gardens in Palm Desert and Lotus
Land in Santa Barbarawill be in the mail soon. We
will be asking for arefundable deposit immediately
and the remainder in June. We expect the bus to fill
up, but we will need details on lodging as soon as
possible to make the final arrangements.
Barry McCormick

Library Update

Diane Szollosi, who helps out at the
library table, reviewed the following

books. /

The North American Deserts
Edmund C. Jarger

If the reader can overlook some errorsin common
plant and animal names, because changes have been
made in the last 40 years, thisis avery informative
and readable book. Besides the geological and
biological information, it’s about people and their
histories.

<

Succulents Care & Health -
Rudolf Schulz & Attila Kapitany
This book is very people friendly. It has good color
photographs and numerous line drawings. It covers
areas such as care, plant health, design ideas and
propagation

Richtersveld, the Enchanted Wilderness
Graham Welliamson
Thisis an exquisite book on South Africa. The
photography is outstanding. It covers climate,
people, their histories, geology and spotlights
animals and plants.

Joie Giunta
Spring Workshops

There are currently no plans for workshopsin
March and April. If things change there will be an
announcement at the meeting.



TCSS Rescue Cacti for Sale

/?
Lots & lotsto choosefrom..... “ ﬂb [/

C oy 7 y28'+8.
2 7 ] 4 ﬂ Barrels- from 2" to 14" diameter (about $1 per inch) h:'éf. "C/@O@LC (Cﬂ-tfe’ef%'ef(//
Hedgehogs — from 1 to 20 heads (about $1 per head) = e C\\_\_-_/—/'
Cacti RPescued ﬂ

i 5 C'ub Mermigss r eceliie 2 L0ggIiscount Newsletter of the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society
Call Joeor Patsy if interested 575-7126

Photos Barry McCormick and Joe Frannea, Logo Artwork by Vonn Watkins April 2006 _
Thursday, April 6, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Upcoming Schedule TCSSBOARD MyronKimnach
> April 6, 2006, Thursday — General meeting. Myron Kimnich Pr&dmt_oégﬁaergsw echopt Vel tighth PeruandiBolLga
> April 11, 2006, Tuesday — Board Mesting. 8856367 Myron has traveled to many ca(_:tus and succulent hapltats al over
: i ident: VVonn Watkins the world. He has made three trips to Peru and Bolivia and will
> April 23, 2006, Sunday — Garden Tour Vice pres : - - : :
P ] ' Y~ ' Secretary: George Virtes share with us his fond experiences with the extraordinary people,
» May 5, 2006, Friday - General Meeting and Dinner at Sonoran VI Treasurer: Gail Virtes places and plants. He saw many Sulcorebutia, Lobivia, and
> May 5-7, 2006. Friday to Sunday - Sonoran V1. Board of Directors: Weingartia, as well as orchids, Echeverias and other plants.
> June 9, Friday — Tucson Botanical Garden Weird Plant Sale Chﬁg”MBo':rg)(gg%s) Myron was Director of the Huntington Botanical Gardensin San
. , Mark Sitter (2006) Marino, California, for twenty-five
» June 30, Friday to Monday — Bus Tour to the Huntington. Norm Dennis (2007) years. He was ediitor of the_ R ol
Barry McCormick (2007) Succulent Journal where his ten year
Jack Ramsey (2007) contribution added a touch of class and
Mar tg Harow %())07) assured the success to the publication.
J;?e (E?E:?:((zoog Myron is a Fellow of the Cactus and
Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society Nancy Reid (2008) Succulent Society of America. Heisan
7510 E. Rio Verde Rd. Bill Salisbury (2008) extremely respected individual and has

combined many years of concentrated
research and study to the world of cacti
and other succulent plants. Hewasa

Tucson, AZ 85715-3537 CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barber

Cactus Rescue: Chris Monrad

Educational: Joe Frannea book dealer for eighteen yearsand is
Free Plants: Norma Beckman currently working on a book about palms.
Librarian: Joie Giunta
Programs: Vonn Watkins Please come visit with Myron and join us for this very special
Refreshments: Patsy Frannea presentation.

Sales: Jack Ramsey

Technology: Kevin Barb :
echnology: Kevin Barber Friday, May 5, 2006

Editor: Barry McCormick InnSuites Hotel
jbarrymcc@earthlink.net
Deadline for copy:18th of each month The special member’ s dinner meeting in conjunction with Sonoran
TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org V1 will include the opening talk by Tom Van Devender on Cacti
) and the History of the Sonoran Desert Region.
Next Meeting
Thursday, April 6, 2006.
Junior League of Tucson Meeti ng Place félrl(i.n.g. ... Junior }Izie\?gLéelgf Tucson
2099 E. River Road, Tucson i I T R e A

.. ....... 299_ 5753

April Refreshments
Those with family names beginning with
N to S, please bring your choice of
refreshment to the meeting.
Everyone is Welcome! St. Phillip's
Bring your friends, join in the fun, Plaza
and meet the cactus and succulent
community.

Campell
Camino Escuel
ceeg

River Road
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President’s M essage

SONORAN V|

This event celebrates the
Sonoran Desert and the
success of the Tucson
Cactus and Succulent
Society. Our regular May
meeting moves to Friday,
May 5, as the kick off for

/ 281 Sonoran VI, and includes a
Nno-cost C| nco de Mayo dinner. Memberswith a
single membership get one free dinner and family
members, two. Additional dinners may be
purchased. Y ou will receive amailer with more
information in aweek or so. It isimportant to
RSVP. A few tickets may be available for dinner at
the door, if your plans change.

Our speaker will be Tom Van Devender. After the
meeting will open the show and sale will be open
for aspecial preview. You won't want to missthis.

Sonoran V1 has speakers and workshops designed
for you. Everyone from novice to expert will find
this conference to be very special. Registration is
limited to 100 attendees, but we will sell individual
workshops on a space available basis. Remember,
thisis an event that we put on for our own
enjoyment.

There will be asilent auction, art exhibit, and
books, plants, pots and T-shirt for sale. The display
and sale events are open to the public.

We have a new t-shirt and are-order of our logo
shirt. Full Sonoran V1 registrants get afree t-shirt!

Thisisamajor undertaking and depends on the
efforts of the members. There will be specific sign-
ups at the meeting, in the next mailing and online on
our website. Please set aside a couple of hours that
you would be willing to help in a specific area of
your choice, especially during setup Friday. We
especially need individualsto be trained in the use
of our scanning cash registers.

Asyou read the rest of this news letter, you can see
that April and May are going to be Fun!.

Dick Wiedhopf, President

M ar ch Rescue Cactus Sales.

' Another fantastic Cactus Sale this
- AWM year at Haciendadel Sol Guest

F“r}- 4 Ranch. Twenty-three TCSS
= members handled very brisk sales
Vg that just about cleaned out our total
ﬂ' inventory.
Saleswere
$5,976.40, up from about
$4503 last year. Our profit
was about $3200. Four

member vendors also had HNACIENDADELSQI,
GUEST RANCH RESORT

excellent sales.

Our second sale of the month
at the Fiesta de las Flores
was atest of stamina.
Saturday rain, wind and cold
weather impeded sales but
not the sales crew. Sales
were medium to slow on
Saturday and very slow on
Sunday even though it was a beautiful sunny but
cool day. Saleswere $1,691, about $500 |ess than
last year, for a profit of about $700.

Our 9 to 3 Sunday sale at the ——
Pima County Country Fair i
tunedouttobea9tollsde /& / .. w2\

due to the rainy weather. Sales | r;«-[ fm y J-E: .'
were $1,130 for a profit of e W )
about $730. We sold about S ARpzost

half of the plants that we took e

tothe sale. Special thanks to the eighteen members
who endured the rain and hel ped set-up, sell, and
take down the sale on Sunday.

I

Sonoran Update

Tucson Cactus and 5uccu!nnt-ﬂcanfnrancc
May 8th, 6th & 7th, 2008

Speakers

[0 Tom Van Devender Cacti and the History of the Sonoran Desert Region.

0 Jan Emming

0J Nathan English
0 Jack Lasseter
[0 Thomas Park
00 Kathy Rice

O Miles Anderson
U Greg Corman
O Mark Dimmitt
0 Jane Evans

0 Larry Grammer
O Mary Irish

0 Matt Johnson
O Cory Martin

0 AnalLiliaReina
0 Mark Sitter

0 Jon Weeks

Invasive Grass and the Threat to Sonoran Desert Plants.
The Age of the Saguaro.

History of Tucson.

Designing Spectacular Succulent Gardens.

Plant Populations: 1ssues and Solutions.

Workshops

Cactus and Succulent Plant Propagation.
Creating Y our Desert Landscape.

Adeniums or Related Plants.

Something on South African Succulents.
Excellent Potting Techniques and Plant Display.
The Agave.

Cactus and Succulents of the Chihuahuan Desert.
Drip Irrigation in the Desert Garden.
Ethnobotanical Uses of Cacti in Sonora.

The Yucca.

Acclimation of Cacti and Succulents in Tucson’'s Environment.



Two special salestook up the slack from the two
rainy weekends. We sold rescue cacti at Desert
Survivors Nursery on Starr Pass Blvd on March 25
for their Spring Sale. We set up inside their fenced
area where customers enter the nursery. We had a
few customers at atime all day long. The Hedge
Hogs were starting to bud so they were popular.
We collected $912.30 for a profit of about $600.
Desert Survivors did not ask for any commission
but we left them about 55 small hedge hogs and
barrels to pot up and grow out, they were very
pleased. We sold about two thirds of the plants that
we took to the sale. We also made a special saleto
a Texas TCSS member, thefirst time we had
shipped by moving van!

Again, thanks to all of the members who made this
avery successful month of sales.
Joe Frannea

Cactus Rescues

The past four or five weeks were
not only a busy time for rescued
cactus sales but for rescues as
well. We were out north twice at
the new Saddlebrooke Ranch site,
twice at Pulte site in Sahuarita that
had wonderful barrels, and aDR

Horton site in Sahuarita. A treat at two of the sites
was finding some wonderful Queen of the Night
cacti, Peniocereus greggii.

g S
e :

TCSS Members can participate on our cactus
rescues, which are normally held early on Saturday
or Sunday mornings. Notices are emailed to all
Rescue Crew Members on Thursdays. If you want
to be on the notification list please send an email to
CactusRescue@T ucsonCactus.org

Joe Frannea

SARSEF Science Fair Winners

. Each year the Tucson
BRING YOUR 1‘% Cactus and Succulent

OWN , : .
R Alw . | Society sets aside some
B s"‘N of our cactus rescue
proceeds to provide

special awards for the Southern Arizona Regional
Science and Engineering Fair. These awards
encourage students to consider cactus and succulent
related subjects for their displays. Several of our
members serve as specia judges and make these
awards.

Thisyear our TCSS Cactus & Succulents Category
judges selected seven worthy projects from grades
K through 12 for cash awards and special
certificates. There were 1,453 exhibits and many
interesting topics. Some of our winnerswill bring
their projects to our Sonoran VI Conference to share
them with us. We will feature each of the seven
exhibitsin next month’s newsl etter.

Joe Frannea

Future Events

TCSS and landscape designer Greg Corman will
sponsor a Garden Tour of Mary Dillon’s Garden
from 10 am to 4 pm on Sunday, April 23.
Refreshments will be served. Mapswill be
available at the April meeting or call 888-6137 for
information.

Information about two major events was recently
mailed out:

Sonoran VI will be held May 5, 6 & 7 at the
InnSuites Hotel. Thisyear’sthemeis"The Sonoran
Desert: Then and Now".

There will be a bus trip to the Huntington Botanical
Garden, the Living Desert
Gardensin Palm Desert and Lotus
Land in Santa Barbara on June 30
toJuly 2. We are asking for a
refundable deposit immediately
and the remainder in June. We
expect the busto fill up, but we will need details on
lodging as soon as possible to make the final
arrangements.

Barry McCormick



Library Update

We have two new books by
Kapitany and Schulz “ Succulents
for the Garden”. and “ Succulent

Propagation”. Thefirst book is
/ loaded with color pictures showing

different kinds of succulents and
how to use them in the garden, whether in the soil
or in pots.

=

“Succulent Propagation” covers basic and advanced
propagation, seed raising and propagation tips on
forty-one specific groups of succulents and some
cacti.

For ared treat, take alook at “Colour illustrated
experiences of two expeditions for succulentsin
central, south and southwestern Madagascar”. This
is not awordy book, but the photos are superb and
each oneisidentified. Some of the more numerous
plants shown are aloes, euphorbia, and kalanchoes.
A special treat is at the end of the book with afew
pages of lemurs and the final photo a sunset in the
mountains.

Joie Giunta

cat;tus & Succ-ﬁlent
Show and Sale
Presented by:

The Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society

* Cactus and Succulent Plant Show
# Cactus and Succulent Silent Auction

* Plant Sales with exclusive plant selections
by the best plant growers in Tucson

+ Book sales by Rainbow Gardens Bookstore
* Southwestern Art Show and Sales
by the Southem Arizona Arts Guild

« Exhibits, Educational Displays and Mora!

Public Dates and Times
Saturday, May 6th 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sunday, May 2nd 9:00am - 4:00pm

InnSuites Hotels, Tucson City Center » 457 N. Granada Avenue

For additional information see us on the web at www.tucsoncactus.org or email: tess@tucsoncactus.org

Look for thisadd in the April Desert Leaf. Add design by Karen Keller



May 2006

TCSS BOARD

Officers
President: Richard Wiedhopf
885-6367
Vice President: Vonn Watkins
Secretary: George Virtes
Treasurer: Gail Virtes

Board of Directors:
Dan Birt (2006)
Chris Monrad (2006)
Mark Sitter (2006)
Norm Dennis (2007)
Barry McCormick (2007)
Jack Ramsey (2007)
Marty Harow (2007)
Joe Frannea (2008)
Joie Giunta (2008)
Nancy Reid (2008)
Bill Salisbury (2008)

CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barber

Cactus Rescue: Chris Monrad
Educational: Joe Frannea
Free Plants: Norma Beckman
Librarian: Joie Giunta
Programs: Vonn Watkins
Refreshments: Patsy Frannea
Sales: Jack Ramsey
Technology: Kevin Barber

Editor: Barry McCormick
jbarrymcc@earthlink.net
Deadline for copy:18th of each month

TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org

Next Meeting
Thursday, June 1, 2006.
Junior League of Tucson

2099 E. River Road, Tucson

May Refreshments
There will be no May refreshments
because of the Member Dinner.

Everyone is Welcome!
Bring your friends, join in the fun,
and meet the cactus and succulent

community.

Friday, May 5, 2006
InnSuites Hotel
“Evolution of the Sonoran Desert”
Tom Van Devender

This is a special member’s dinner meeting in conjunction with
Sonoran VI. The presentation will discuss the history and
evolution of the Sonoran Desert from Tropical forest ancestors to
the modern Sonoran Desert with special emphasis on succulent
plants.

Tom has been a Research Scientist at the Arizona-Sonora Desert
Museum since 1983

Before working at the Desert Museum, he was the Endangered
Species Botanist for the Arizona Natural Heritage Program in
Tucson. With his wife Ana Lilia Reina, he has explored many
areas in Mexico. Tom has published over 100 research article,
book chapters and edited six books including Las Cactaceas de
Sonora in Spanish.

Tom earned a B.S. in biology from Lamar University and a M.S. in
Zoology and Ph. D. in Geosciences from the University of
Arizona.

The dinner event starts at 6:00pm and is limited to 200 including
registrants, vendors, workshop leaders and speakers Please RSVP
by May 2 to insure a place at the dinner. If you can’t make the
dinner, you are welcome to attend the presentation which starts at
approximately 7:15pm followed by the opening of the plant and
book sales, plant show and the start of the silent auction.

There will not be a meeting on Thursday, May 4
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Newsletter of the Tucson Gactus & Succulent Society

President’s Message

On Friday, April 14, 2006
The New York Times
front page featured a story
on our rescue program and
the impact it has had.

This was a first hand
account written by
Patricia Leigh Brown who
spent a day out in the field
Wlth our rescue crew asking question and gaining
understanding of just what we do and why we do it.
We are very appreciative of what she has presented
to the whole country about our effort to save a little
bit of this environment.

This story was also printed by the Arizona Daily
Star who also gave us a “cactus flower” for what we
do. ABC new has been here to continue the
coverage of this effort and will provide us with
more national and local coverage.

The founders of the rescue program (Chris Monrad,
Vonn Watkins, Lois Ladwig and I) never dreamed
that the rescue effort would bring so many
wonderful people into the organization and make it
a nationally recognized program. Joe and Patsy
Frannea joined the program in its first year and have
been backbone of the rescue program ever since.
There are also about 150 great members who over
and over again assist in rescues, plantings and sales.
We continue to grow and expand our education and
outreach efforts and our membership is over 700.

We must encourage others around the country and
the world that this type of a grass roots, low tech,
low cost, educational and environmental program
can work. Many of the plants we are interested in
grow in some of poorest and least developed areas
of the world. We can not ask someone to make
choices between their family’s welfare and some
succulent plant, but we must find ways to develop a
process that will work.

The 2009 convention of the Cactus & Succulent
Society of America will be held in Tucson and
would be a great venue to launch a program aimed
at helping people and special plant survive together.
I welcome your input and look forward to informing
the world what we do in Tucson.

Dick Wiedhopf, President

Rescue Diversity at It’s Finest

The Rescue Crew showed up in
mass, fifty-five strong, to remove
plants from a native desert arca
that was getting ready for a new
road. The area, sixty feet wide
and about a thousand feet long,
was rich in plant diversity. As the
Crew headed to the area and began work, it looked
like a trail of ants neatly working in a straight line,
checking and removing very small and large cacti.

Cacti rescued included small, medium, and large
Ocotillo, medium and large Sotol, Dasylirion
wheeleri, see photo of new member with a large
catch, Agave palmeri, Yucca arizonica and elata),
Hedge Hogs, Echinocereus fasciculatus, Prickly
Pear, Cholla, Fishhook Barrels, Ferocactus
wislizenii, Spiny Stars, Corypantha vivpara
biseeana, and several really nice Sonora Pineapple
Echinomastus erectocentrus in bloom.

Dasylirion wheeleri

The special plants are almost always purchased by
Cactus Rescue Crew members, which is one of the
benefits of being on the crew. Send an email to
CactusRescue@TucsonCactus.org to join.




TCSS Exhibits at SAHBA Home Show
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The Tucson Cactus
& Succulent
Society was invited
to be one of the 450
exhibitors at the
Southern Arizona
Home Builders
Association
(SAHBA) Annual
Spring Home and Patio Show. It was held April
7th, 8th, and 9th at the Tucson Convention Center
(TCO).

We created a cactus display in our 10x12 booth area
to highlight sixteen different native cacti in the
Tucson area and also had a display board to show
TCSS activities including our Cactus Rescue Crew
program. We handed out 1,200 of our new Cactus
postcards and about 400 brochures to those
interested in our booth.

About 330 people fill out a door prize slip to win
one of five items.
We had a nice Adenium from Plants for the

Southwest (PSW), a great Organ Pipe cactus from
B&B Cactus Farm (not in photo), two plant books
from Rainbow Garden Bookshop, and a cactus
garden in a dish from the Cactus Rescue Crew
which included one of the seedling Ocotillos from
PSW.

Also, a big thanks 15 TCSS volunteers who staffed
our booth in 3 to 4 hour shifts and to Ed
Taczanowsky at SAHBA for inviting us.

Joe Frannea

93 MEMBERS ENJOY DILLON HOME TOUR

We want to thank TCSS member and landscape
designer Greg Corman and our hostess Mary Dillon
for the opportunity to tour her Garden on Sunday,
April 23. This was inspired by an article in the
November 2005 issue of Sunset magazine entitled
“Desert Walk Careful Pruning Brings New Life to
our Oro Valley Garden”.

We are sure that Mary Dillon would appreciate a
note of thanks from all who went on the tour. Her
address 1s 545 Orango Place, Oro Valley, AZ
85737-9757.

California Botanical Gardens Trip
May 10 Deadline

This event is a 4 day trip to California to visit the
Living Desert Museum, Huntington Botanical
Gardens and Lotus Land. This will be a trip to
remember forever. You need to respond by May
10, 2006. A $50 down payment
(refundable till June 15) is
required to hold your spot on the
bus. This trip is limited to 54.
You will be put on an alternative
list in the order of response and
payment if you are not one of the
first 54. Your down payment will be totally
refunded if there is not a spot on the Bus for you.
Call Jack Ramsey for more information and
reservations. 888-6137

Special Saturday Night Dinner & Speaker
Our speaker following the Saturday night dinner
will be Jack H. Lasseter who will be sharing with us
the "History of Tucson". Mr. Lasseter is a Tucson
attorney and a lifelong Arizona resident (since age
five years old). He loves history and is extremely
knowledgeable of the history of Arizona and the
southwest. He taught U.S. history at Pima College,
1s often requested by groups as a guest speaker, is a
story teller and is currently writing a book on the
life of our former governor, Raul Castro. He is a
very informative and even more importantly a very
entertaining person. Please don't miss this excellent
opportunity to hear about the true history of
Tucson! BBQ Steak or Chick Dinner $25.00
Reservations needed by May 2.



Library Update

There is no library this month. If
you are planning to leave Tucson
for the summer before the June
meeting and have books to return,
you can call me at 327-1217 or e-
mail me at joietgo@yahoo.com
and I can arrange a pickup.

There will be new books at the June meeting.
Amongst them will
be Mary Irish’s
book Perennials
for the Southwest.
This book is ex
tremely
informative. The
first section of the
book deals with

W

design and care. Perennials for the
The second part SOUTHWEST
has more than 175

pages of plants. < i

Each page not only

gives the family
and distribution of
the plant, but also when it blooms, the type of
exposure it needs, how hardy the plant is and its
mature size.

Diane Szollosi writes the following reviews.

Native Trees & Shrubs For Landscape Use in the
Desert Southwest
By Charles M. Sacamano & Warren D. Jones

This is a thin concise bulletin issued by the Arizona
Extension Service in 1976. Each tree and shrub
mentioned is discussed in simple language that
covers description, landscape value, maintenance
and propagation. It is illustrated with black and
white photos.

The Complete Book of Cacti & Succulents
By Terry Hewitt

This is the perfect book for basic information for
those people wanting to learn about the cultivation,
propagation and display of cacti & succulents.
Each family is illustrated with color photos and
illustrations concerning height and growth patterns
along with information about cold tolerance. He
also discusses planting design both indoors and out.

At the back of the book, he has several helpful lists
for beginners and enthusiasts. Other lists include
plants for different climates and light levels.

See you at Sonoran VI
Joie Giunta

TCSS 2006 Science Fair Winners

Five judges from the Tucson Cactus & Succulent
Society reviewed over 1450 Southern Arizona
Regional Science and Engineering Fair (SARSEF)
projects for topics pertaining to a “Special Awards”
category of Cactus & Succulents. Seven great
projects were selected and awarded prizes that
included certificates, cash, and honorary TCSS
memberships. This was our third year at SARSEF.
Thanks to judges Gail and George Virtes, Marty
Harow, and Patsy and Joe Frannea.

The Point Is -- Our $100
First Place Award went to
Brad from Pistor Gate
Middle School, grade six.
A field study of cactus
spines in Southern
Arizona. The research
problem is to examine
different types of cactus
spines and compare them to identify similarities and
differences. Brad plans to bring his project to our
Sonoran VI Conference to share with others.

Princess and the
Prickly Pear — Second
Place Award of $75 went
to Dreya who is home
schooled, grade two.
Question: Which has a
higher percent water,
prickly pears or
princesses? She
hypothesized that the
Princess would have more water but found out by
drying out prickly pear pads that they have about
75% water versus 60% for a princess.




Environmental Factors That Affect The
Survivability of Cacti — This was our Third Place
Award of $50 that went to Robbie from Pistor Gate
Middle School, sixth grade.
Question: What
environmental factors aff
ect the growth of large cacti
and cholla? Robbie is to be
commende d for his
extensive field work of
observations and recording
of data.

Which Species of Prickly Pear holds the most
amount of water" - - Kelsey received an

w~« Honorable Mention Award
Certif icate and $25 cash.
She attends Sonoran Science
Academy, seventh grade.
Hypothesis: The
investigator thinks that
Cows Tongue Prickly Pear
' cactus holds the most

amount of water ...

Prickly Pear Nectar on Blood pressure Over
Time - - Elizabeth received an Honorable Mentlon
Award Certificate and $25
cash. She attends Desert
Christian Middle School,
eighth grade. Hypothesis: If
two tablespoons of Prickly
pear Nectar are taken once
a day for two weeks, then
blood pressure will lower.

The Distribution and
Density of Saguaro Cactus
in the Sonoran Desert —
Ethan received an
Honorable Mention Award
Certificate and $25 cash.
He attends Ida Flood Dodge
2 Traditional Middle Magnet
School, sixth grade. Question: Is there any
difference in the density of saguaros at di ﬂerent
sites in Saguaro National ‘
Park? A very nice display
with some good field work.

Nasty Needles — Ryan
received an Honorable
Mention Award Certificate
and $25 cash. He attends

Pusch Ridge Christian Academy, seventh grade.
Question: Which needles go deepest into tissue?
You guessed it, the Cholla!

Russell Wagner June 1, 2005 Program

5 weeks of South Africa in 50 minutes
That’s ten minutes a week! What is this all about?
Well, in April and May of 2003 Russell Wagner,
editor of our favorite magazine, Cactus and
Succulent Journal, traveled to South Africa for a
five week botanizing expedition with Steven
Hammer of the Sphaeroid Institute. Steven was an
ideal guide to the flora of Namaqualand, the winter
rainfall desert of South Africa’s west coast.
Namaqualand is home to many succulents we grow
here at home, and Steven had already visited this
arca over 20 times! As a result, Russell saw many
wonderful plants and was able to have them
immediately identified by his trusty and stalwart
guide. He saw many species of his favorite genus,
Tylecodon, members of the Crassula family that
have pachyform trunks and thick, succulent,
summer-deciduous leaves. Tylecodons flower
during the summer while totally leafless. On a
smaller scale, Russell saw and photographed
Hammer’s beloved conophytums and countless
other wonderful mesembs, plus crassulas, avonias,
aloes, haworthias and some cool animals. Of course,
a plethora of aloes, especially the wonderfully
impressive tree aloe, 4. dichotoma, were seen in
abundance, and a surprising variety of bulbs hid in
every nook and cranny.

After four weeks of camping in the winter rainfall
desert, with occasional stops at a friend’s house for
showers and meals, Russell and Steven headed over
to the Little Karroo, a mostly (but not entirely!)
summer rainfall region, to spend a week seeing
haworthias, gibbaeums, euphorbias and many other
spectacular plants, plump from heavy summer rains.

Traveling in the desert is the best way to learn about
our favorite plants, but a good travelogue is the next
best thing. Russell will take us on a journey through
winter and summer rainfall sections of South Africa
with bright and beautiful pictures, presented
digitally, and lots of interesting details about plants
in habitat. There should also be plenty of time for
questions and discussion. Russell is known as a
dynamic and enthusiastic speaker able to present to
any different levels of expertise and interest, so
don’t miss this talk!



TCSS Rescue Cacti for Sale

Lots & lots to choose from.....

2

[

4

2

| Barrels - from 2” to 14” diameter (about $1 per inch)
Hedgehogs — from 1 to 20 heads (about $1 per head)

Cacti Rescued TCSS Club Members receive a 10% discount

Photos Barry McCormick and Joe Frannea, Logo Artwork by Vonn Watkins

Upcoming Schedule

» May 5, 2006, Friday - General Meeting and Dinner at Sonoran VI
» May 5-7, 2006. Friday to Sunday - Sonoran VI.

» May 09, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting.

» June 01, 2006, General Meeting -- Russell Wagner

» June 9, Friday — Tucson Botanical Garden Weird Plant Sale

» June 13, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting.

» June 30, Friday to Monday — Bus Tour to the Huntington.

Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society

7510 E. Rio Verde Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85715-3537







TCSS Rescue Cacti for Sale b
Lots & lotsto choose from..... % ﬁ
2 7 I 4 ﬂ Barrels- from 2" to 14" diameter (about $1 per inch) n;.if
Hedgehogs — from 1 to 20 heads (about $1 per head) =

R TCSS Club Membersreceive a 10% discount ﬂ

Photos by Barry McCormick, Russell Wagner and Patsy Frannea, Logo Artwork by Vonn Watkins

Upcoming Schedule
» June 1, 2006, Thursday — General meeting. Russell Wagner
» June 9, Friday — Tucson Botanical Garden Weird Plant Sale
» June 12, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting.
> July 6, 2006, Thursday — Genera meeting.
> July 11, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting.
» August 20, 2006, Sunday — Blooming Barrel Sale
» September 17, 2006, Sunday — Good Time Silent Auction.

L *ﬂ’ce% Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society

7510 E. Rio Verde Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85715-3537
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Next M eeting
Thursday, June 1, 2006.
Junior League of Tucson
2099 E. River Road, Tucson

June Refreshments
Those with family names beginning with
T to Z, please bring your choice of
refreshment to the meeting.
Everyone is Welcome!
Bring your friends, join in the fun,
and meet the cactus and succulent
community.

Thursday, June 1, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Russell Wagner
Five Weeks of South Africain Fifty Minutes

That’ s ten minutes aweek! What is
thisall about? Well, in April of
2003, Russell Wagner, editor of our
favorite Cactus and Succulent
Journal, traveled to South Africafor
afive-week botanizing expedition
with Steven Hammer of the
Sphaeroid Institute. Steven was an
ideal guide to the flora of

~ Namagualand, the winter rainfall
desert of South Africa’ swest coast,
and to the Little Karroo in South

W Africa, amostly (but not entirely!)
summer rainfall region.

Traveling in the desert is the best way to learn about our favorite
plants, but a good travelogue is the next best thing. Russell will
take us on ajourney through winter and summer rainfall sections
of South Africawith bright and beautiful pictures, presented
digitally, and lots of interesting details about plants in habitat. See
the article on page 4 for additional details.

There should also be plenty of time for questions and discussion.
Russell is known as a dynamic and enthusiastic speaker able to
present to many different levels of expertise and interest, so don’t
miss this talk!

Thursday, July 6, 2006

General Meeting
Speaker to be announced.
Meeting Place o L S &

3 cfb— °  2099E. River Road
%L 'g ........ 299-5753
O Lé - :. N

£ Seeat

O I

River Road
St. Phillip’s
Plaza
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President’s M essage

It stime to re-energize.
We have completed
another outstanding event
in Sonoran V1 and all of
you should pat yourself on
the back for ajob well
done. | thought it wasthe
best cactus and succulent
plant show ever in Tucson.
The addition of atent and
outdoor sales worked great. Believeit or not, 220
members and registrants attended the kick-off
dinner, speaker and opening of the sales and shows.
The whole event was over too quickly and hardly
enough time to say hello and thank you. We got
outstanding evaluations from everyone.

A wonderful thing about these public eventsis that
they provide an opportunity for old friends to meet.
Bernie Ethington is one such person who | haven't
seen for almost a decade. Hislate wife Myrtle was
our long time treasurer and librarian and our library
isnamed for her. Bernie brought us a box of
Journals and papers of the society going back to
1977. That was a convention year in Tucson and
there were 132 members and 29 years later, ten are
still active members of the in the society.

CSSA Convention 2009 in Tucson is coming
quickly. We will start organizing committees next
month. Convention Coordination, Field Trips,
Plant Sales, Plant Show, Food and Beverage,
Hospitality, Registration, Facilities, audio visual,
Publicity, workshops, Club sales and more. We
want to brainstorm on how we can make this the
very best gathering of Cactus and Succulent Plant
interests from around the world.

Don't forget, we will have our Expo in 2007 and
Sonoran VII in 2008. These will give usan
opportunity to try out innovative ideas for the 2009
convention.

After thinking about past members and future
activities, | am energized. Thanksto all seven
hundred and fifty of you.

Dick Wiedhopf, President

Sonoran VI Special Thank You’'s

Tucsan Cnv.:..lul: and Svcculent .c'ﬂn'ﬂ rance
May Sth, 8th & Tth, 2008

The 750+ members extend their special thanks for
Sonoran V1 to al who helped and participated. A
specia thanks to the following individuals who took
on specia assignments.

Overall Facilities - Jack Ramsey and his committee
designed the set-up, tents, venues for all events and
made it all work. Jack and hiswife Helen area
great team.

Patsy Frannea _— >,
aeed 2 Jules
menus for the &

conference.

Information, Hospitality, Registration, Sonoran VI
T-shirts- Marty Harow, Gail and George Virtes,
and their volunteers did it all and more. Gail and
George managed all aspects of the t-shirts from
beginning to end. This group handled registrations,
meals, and provided information to everyone at the
event. Chris Monrad produced the excellent
signage and acquired the night time security for the
sales aress.

Plant Sales - Mark Dimmitt and his committee
organlzed and brought together the best vendors of

cactus, succulent pI ants and | potters in Tucson Joie

asurprising variety of bulbs hid in every nook and
cranny.

One memorable three day camping trip took him to
the un-botanized Mt Terror in aremote corner of the
Richtersveld National Park. One night a leopard
surprised an expedition member in the dark, but
Russell stayed in his sleegping bag and missed seeing
it. On the way up Mt Terror, a new species of the
clumping mesemb genus Odontophorus was
happened upon, and two interesting, and perhaps
unknown, Othonna species were found. Stunted
Aloe dichotoma trees dotted the top of the mountain,
framing panoramic views that included the Orange
River, which forms the border between South
Africaand Namibia. Although the hike to Mt
Terror was a strenuous and even scary trek,
complete solitude with succulents was found there
far from any other humans.

After four weeks of camping in the winter rainfall
desert, with occasional stops at afriend’s house for
showers and meals, Russell and Steven headed over
to the Little Karroo, a mostly (but not entirely!)
summer rainfall region, to spend aweek seeing
haworthias, gibbaesums, euphorbias and many other
spectacular plants, plump from heavy summer rains.
One day was spent looking only for the ten or
twelve beautiful species of Gibbaeum that are
spread out along an 80 km stretch of land in this
succulent paradise. We will see most Gibbaeum
species, including the weird and wild Muiria
hortense in Russdll’ s talk.

Russell Wagner

Future Events

California Trip Cancelled
Free Lotus Land Admission Available.

Our trip to the Living Desert
Museum, Huntington Botanical
Gardens and Lotus Land did not
get the required number of
attendees. Our non-refundable
deposit at Lotus Land in Santa
Barbara has been exchanged for 12 admissions on
Saturday, July 1, 2006 at 10am. Y ou may take
advantage of this free $20.00 ticket by calling L otus
Land at 1-805-969-9990 and reserving one or more
of the 12 tickets. Thiswill be on afirst come first
served basis and when they are gone they are gone.

Dick Wiedhopf

Library Update

We now have the last two Schulz
and Kapitany books, Succulent
Success in the Garden and More

Succulent Success in the Garden.
/ These books are easy reading and
loaded with pictures and ideas.
Both books deal mainly with succulents and how to
use them in the garden. Each book contains at |east
one chapter on cacti.

<

Another new book this month is Echeveria
Cultivars, also by Schulz and Kapitany. The first
part of the book deals with the care, pests,
propagation and naming of these plants.
Part two has over 100 pages of photosin
alphabetical order, showing the variety in this plant
family, from growth, coloring and leaf formations
which are rosettes, frilly, bumpy and hairy. Part
three contains new and unnamed hybrids and
varieties. Even the index isfull of information.
Joie Giunta

Horticulture Conferenceat the TCC

TCSS helped sponsor and participated in the 15th
Annual Desert Horticulture Conference held at the
Tucson Convention Center on Friday, May Sth.
About 500 Green Industry landscape architects,
growers, retailers, contractors, suppliers, and
educators attended the conference.

Our display board featured all TCSS activities
including our rescue program with a pleafor leads
on new development sites. We made our club and
planting guide brochures available. They all
disappeared quickly as well as about 180 of our new
color cactus postcards.

The eight hour event was packed with twenty
excellent talks and panel discussions to choose from
pertaining to: Arboriculture, Invasive Plants, Timely
Topics, Design Topics, and Maintenance
considerations. Club member Jon Weeks gave one
of the talks “New Cactus Varieties for Arizona
Landscapes’.

The U of A Department of Plant Sciences, Arizona
Cooperation Extension did an excellent job putting
this conference together. Put this $45 event on your
calendar for next year. Peoplefrom all over the
State attended.

Joe Frannea



Giuntaand Helen Barber and their committee
worked the cash registers and made the purchase of
plants go smoothly and the accounting and
distribution of revenue accurate. Joe & Patsy
Frannea and their talented group of rescue crew
volunteers managed our rescue sale. Patsy also
provided refreshments for the hospitality room for
vendors and salesworkers. That’s after they dug
and loaded plants.

Plant Show — Cindy Garrison and Nanci Frank and
their committee did a fabulous job in staging the
show. Barry McCormick and his group provided
the correct names and signage for all the plants.

o

Blair Kuropatkin and Dan Tassone drove one rental
truck to pick up specimens on the west side of town
and Dale and Jen Whitt drove the other for east side
pick-ups. This activity brought to our show large
specimen plants that would not normally be
available. Theseindividualsand all the others who
hel ped to make the show spectacular have our
specia thanks.

Speakersand Workshops. Vonn Watkins,
assisted by Mark Sitter, put together a great
program. Thiswas a spectacular group of
presenters. Vonn and Karen Keller did the artwork
for the posters, t-shirts, advertising and logo

Publicity - Blair Kuropatkin handled publicity for
the event with distribution of posters and flyers,
newspaper and magazine articles and a wonderful
spot on KUAT with Pam White promoting our
activities.

| know many others spent a lot of time helping out
and it is appreciated. Like the conductor of a great
orchestra, it is easy to produce wonderful music
when you are surrounded by great talent.

Dick Wiedhopf

Plant Show at Sonoran VI

It's no surprise that the Plant Show at Sonoran V1
was the highest rated
category on the
symposium evaluation
guestionnaire! In
addition to our usual
fine displays of plants,
thisyear Cindi Garrison
and Nanci Frank
spruced up the show
with Cinco de Mayo
themed backdrops and
accents. The show was the largest ever: 199 plants
from 23 plant families brought in by 28 members.
This compares to 140 plants two years ago.

The four prize winners
were Mark Sitter with
Parodia warasii, Mark
Dimmitt with
Tillandsia cacticola,
Miles Anderson with
Operculicarya
decaryi, and Laurinda
Oswald with
Deuterocohnia
brevifolia.

Barry McCormick

Weird Plant Sale

“Weird plants take root at the
Gardens! Growers from and
around Tucson will offer their
oddest speciesfor sale. Some
smell like putrefied flesh,
others have stalks reminiscent
of the male anatomy, and some are outrageously big
or black. You won't find roses and petunias; this
plant sale is dedicated to the strange and dramatic,
the weird and the wacky, the bizarre and smelly!”

The Tucson Botanical Gardens, 2150 N. Alvernon
Way, hosts their annual Weird Plant Sale on
Saturday, June 10 from 8 am to noon. There will be
amember-only pre-sale on Friday, June 9 from 4:30
to 7:30 pm. TCSSwill be selling rescue plants at
the sde.

Jack Ramsey



La Pilita Cactus Garden Happens!

After many months of planning
and waiting for all the dirt work to
get finished, the cactus garden area
was finally ready to receive plants.
S The Carrillo Elementary School
Docents were patiently waiting for
the day when they could get their

hands dirty and help plant the

native cacti that they had selected for their garden.

Dave Palzkill and Patsy and Joe Frannea had been
working with the young docents for several weeks
and were now ready to bring some plants to

populate the garden Each docent picked a cactus
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and filled out the datasheet listing specmcs about
each cactus before they helped plant it. Things such
as the common name, the botanical name, where the
cactus came from, size, weight, photo of the roots,
etc. were noted. See the photo of Dave helping a
docent ook up one of the namesto fill out her data
sheet.

1 A ~ amli Matt Johnson's

; @& 8| reference guides,
donated by Rainbow
Gardens Bookshop,
¢ . camein handy to get

.~ the botanical names
correct. Thefive foot
saguaro from the
Cactus Rescue Crew
was a challenge to
carry, but using two of
the cactus slings made
it easy for eight
docents. It weighed in at 92 pounds.

All of the docents have sent personal thank you
notes on their special Docent Corp note cardsto
each of usfor our help. A few more cacti still need
to be added to the garden but will have to wait until
school starts up again in the Fall. The information
about each cactus will be added to the other La
Pilita Museum curriculum for the docents to know
before they can be certified to give tours. The
Museum is located just north of the school at 420 S.
Main. Their web site is www.lapilita.com but does
not yet feature the cactus garden.

Joe Frannea

Cactus Rescues

Cactus rescues have been areal hand-to-mouth
affair for uslately. We are in the great position of
having disposed of all of our stock, and badly need
some new stock by the Weird Plant Sale.

TCSS Members can participate on our cactus
rescues, which are normally held early on Saturday
or Sunday mornings. Notices are emailed to all
Rescue Crew Members on Thursdays. If you want
to be on the notification list please send an email to
CactusRescue@T ucsonCactus.org

Joe Frannea

Five Weeks of South Africain Fifty

Minutes

y» Namaqualand is home
' to many succulents we
grow here at home, and
Steven Hammer had
aready visited this area
over 20 times! Asa

. result, Russell saw
many wonderful plants
and was able to have
them immediately
identified by his trusty

‘M and stalwart guide. He
saw many species of hIS favorlte genus, Tylecodon,
members of the Crassula family that have
pachyform trunks and thick, succulent, summer-
deciduous leaves. Tylecodons flower during the
summer while totally leafless. On asmaller scale,
Russell saw and photographed Hammer’ s bel oved
conophytums and countless other wonderful
mesembs, plus crassulas, avonias, aloes, haworthias
and some cool animals. Of course, a plethora of
aloes, especially the wonderfully impressive tree
aloe, Aloe dichotoma, were seen in abundance, and
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President’s M essage

[t's summer. It'sraining!
It's 6:00 pm June 21, 2006!

| thought that |1 would
capture the moment since it
seems to be an event to
celebrate and the whole
world should know that it is
time to water their cacti
sinceit israining in Tucson.

Thank you again for all your assistance with
Sonoran V1. It was another success for this society.
We are looking forward to a number of activities
that will keep us busy for the rest of the year. We
will be having sales, rescues, silent auctions,
workshops, monthly programs, the holiday party
and more over the next six months. Check them out
in this and following newsl etters and on the web at
tucsoncactus.org.

The technology committeeis up and running again
SO expect to see some changes on our website and
other related activities. You are certainly invited to
participate on this committee or any other
committee. Drop an email to our website for more
information.

From time to time at our plant rescues a special
plant isfound. | wasfortunate to stumble upon a
variegated Ferocactus wislizenii. Thisisthe first
one that | have encountered in the field and | hope
to be able to share it with everyone at a future show.
If it blooms this summer, every effort will be made
to self pollinate it and collect seeds for all of you
seed grower.

Remember that the CSSA Seattle convention is May
2007 and the CSSA Tucson convention is sometime
in 2009. What month or week would you like to
show off Tucson? Let me know.

Our first convention planning meeting will be July
13, 2006. Moreinformation is enclosed in this
mailing.

Dick Wiedhopf, President

SomelLikeem Tall...
SomelLikeem Fat...

Cactus Rescue opportunities came
aday too late to be able to
“ ¢ participate and sell rescued cacti at
the Tucson Botanical Gardens
e ;.. Weird Plant Sale on Saturday,
"" June 10th. The Rescue Crew was
out in the Corona de Tucson area
that morning picking through
hundreds of nice barrels and looking for special

cacti of any sort. A special variegated barrel was
rescued by Dick as well as a crested cholla.

Keith likesto go for
the larger barrels
and, with the help of
Edwin and Joe,
wrestled this great

onto his dolly and
into the truck’ only
to later discover a

We need to pay

closer attention to
rank odors and not
assumeit is a dead
animal. Keith has

rescued many large barrels before and has had very

good success in their relocation and survival.

Alice found many Ferrocactus Ballerii in various
colors including white, yellow, pink, and orange
and claims when

= placed around the
© base of other plants
. thesquirrelsand

& other rodents can’t
{ dig up the soil asthe
ballsjust roll
around. Hundreds
y were found about
. 250 yards from the
| back of homes near
- the golf course.

i~ A rescueinthe
¥ southern Sahuarita
s : areayielded about a
dozen Queen of the nght Cereus, Peniocereus

In some cases asmall artist’s paint brush might be
in order to transfer the pollen from plant to plant.
Most of our succulents and cacti are self sterile, so
the pollen needs to go to a different plant. | usually
use a paint brush anyway in case the bees are
slackers. If you have more than one species of a
genusin your collection, it’s best to cage the ones
that you are pollinating. A simple frame box with
window screen attached should do the job.

In other cases, pollination is more involved. With
Uncarinas, you need to squeeze the anthers, to
extrude the pollen before putting it on the stigma.
Although most Uncarinas appear to be self fertile, to
maintain good genetic variability, it is still desirable
to use severa clones, if available. The challenge
with Uncarinasis to detach your fingers from the
ripe seed pods, onceit’s time to harvest them.

Adeniums and
Pachypodiums
arefun onesto
pollinate.
% Using acat
5% Whisker or a
| javelinabristle,
you transfer the
~ pollen from
deep within the
corollato the

- = next plant’s
flower. Very good eyes or reading glasses are
helpful. Euphorbias are good seed producers, but
some are dioecious (male and female plants), so you
need at |east one male and one female to produce
seeds. They are easily brush pollinated, but will
hybridize readily with other Euphorbias, so take
precautions. Seed collecting can be tricky with
Euphorbias, because when the fruit isripe, it pops
and sends the seed flying. Timing is everything, but
if you are watching carefully, you can see a color
change and harvest the fruits before popping.

Tucson isa great placeto grow these plants.

We are the cactus and succulent center of the
Universe! And | dare say any grower would be
interested in reliable seed.

Next month we will present alist of suggested
plants, and an idea for a way we might make thisa
group project.

Gene Joseph

Help Needed!

How much fun do you suppose 750 members of a
cactus and succulent society can have? We have a
lot of fun. We have great meetings, fine speakers,
wonderful refreshments. We have cactus rescues
and sales, Expos and Sonorans. Our library is
fantastic and is being added to every month. We
have parties, raffles, trips and even conducted tours.
We have plenty of money, and work hard to
distribute some of it to educational and research
purposes.

But I think we can have alot more fun than we are
having now. | have been a member of the board for
some years now, and have seen us grow from the
tiny meeting room at the Botanical Garden to the
giant organization we are today. | believe that we
are limited today simply by the lack of members
willing to step forward and take on leadership roles.
Each of the things that go well in our organization is
headed by a specific individual, or small number of
individuals, who make it happen. Many, but not all
of these members are on our board.

The thing that the successful leaders of our
organization haveis passion, passion for the
particular aspect of the society they enable. Don't
we all have our passions? Fit your passion around
the following list of jobs, and see if you can’t be the
next oneto step forward and be “in charge.” Don’t
wait to be recruited — step forward and help make
the fun. In my opinion, the following areas are
“Help Wanted!”

Spring and Fall Workshops— We need a central
point person to take charge of the workshops to
make them an effective, enjoyable, and continuing
part of our society.

Resear ch Grants— We have the money and the
good intentions. Someone needs to become the
leader of this activity.

Special Sections— Container growing, landscaping,
botanical gardens, field trips, ecology, photography
and many other special interests could become
larger parts of our society if someone had a special
passion and awillingness to lead.

Thisisnot acall for willing workers —we are
fortunate to have many of those. Itisacall for
willing leaders.

Barry McCormick



TCSS Rescue Cacti for Sale

2 8 6 6 {| Lots & lotsto choose from.....

Barrels- from 2" to 14" diameter (about $1 per inch)

Cacti Rescued  Hedgehogs—from 1to 20 heads (about $1 per head)
154 Rescues Accomplished

TCSS Club Membersreceive a 10% discount

Photos by Barry McCormick, Alice Campbell and Patsy Frannea, Logo Artwork by VVonn
Watkins

Upcoming Schedule
» July 6, 2006, Thursday — General meeting. Stuart Riley
» July 11, 2006, Tuesday — Board Mesting.
» August 3, 2006, Thursday — General meeting. Greg Starr
» August 8, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting.
» August 20, 2006, Sunday — Blooming Barrel Sale
» September 17, 2006, Sunday — Good Time Silent Auction.
» September 21, 2006 Fall Workshops.

*ee,,  Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society

% 7510 E. Rio Verde Rd.
@ Tucson, AZ 85715-3537
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Next M eeting
Thursday, July 6, 2006.
Junior League of Tucson
2099 E. River Road, Tucson

July Refreshments
Those with family names beginning with
A toF, please bring your choice of
refreshment to the meeting.
Everyone is Welcome!
Bring your friends, join in the fun,
and meet the cactus and succulent
community.

Thursday, July 6, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Stuart Riley

Cactus and Succulent Growing M ethods used by
Collectorsand Wholesale Growersin Europe

v Stuart and Jane Riley livein Eastbourne
% on the South Coast of England where
they run Plantlife, one of the oldest
nurseries in the United Kingdom. They
have visited the U.S. every two years
for the past twenty-four. Tucson isthe
one city that has always been included,;
this year they will be our guests at the
July meeting.

Stuart regularly glv&s programs and judges shows in the UK and
has judged both the CSSA National Show and the English National
Show. He hasaso given programsin Californiaand Holland. His
interests in the cactus world are progressing more towards the
succulent spectrum of the hobby which in England is part of the
natural aging process for cactus hobbyists! Heis keen on
variegation, particularly in Agaves, and aso on the more unusual
growth forms of cacti and succulents, especialy crests.

Please join us in welcoming Stuart back to Tucson where he will
introduce us to the very different growing methods used by
growers and collectors of England and other parts of Europe.

Thursday, August 3, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Greg Starr
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greggii, with afew of them having just finished
blooming. The very sandy soil made for quick and
easy digging. Thiswas our second rescue in this
areaand it islike playing in asand box. A rescue
areathat’s easy on us seniors.
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Patsy couldn’t stand to see a beautiful huge
pumpkin looking barrel get destroyed so Ken, Jim,
Tom and Joe devised away to drag it on a cactus
carrier over to thetrailer and then tip the trailer
down so it could berolled in as it was too heavy for
four mento lift. Itisabout 36 inchesin diameter
and must weigh about 250 pounds or more.
Sometimes the challenge is more rewarding than the
number of plants saved.

Joe Frannea

Future Events
“GoodbyetotheHeat” Good Time Party

Our President’ s column reminds us that summer and
the summer rains are something
we celebrate as lovers of cacti and
succulents. We should probably
do more to celebrate the seasons
that so affect the desert we love.

[

September 17 will be our next
opportunity to do just that: say “ Goodbye to the
Heat” and welcome the cooler days of autumn. We
are going to get together to have a party, look at
some fantastic plants, have a plant exchange and our
annual auctions. If you have not attended this event
in the past it is probably because you didn’t
understand —it’sa party! Y ou must come!

Barry McCormick

Library Update

New this month is Teratopia, The
World of Cristate and Variegated
Succulents by Gordon Rowley.
/ This beautifully photographed book
covers crested, variegated,
monstrose and other unique
variations found in cacti and succulents. It contains
information on cultivation, grafting and
recommends plants for the beginner and the
COoNNoi sseur.

<

Also new is Flora, A Gardener’s Encyclopedia,
donated by Rainbow Gardens Bookshop. The
massive two-volume set covers all plant groups.
Because of itssize, | will bring either one or both
volumes by request only. The book comes with an
interactive CD that | will bring each month.

Joie Giunta

In our library:

Medicinal Plants of the World
Ben-Erik van Wyk & Michael Wink

This book is aguide to 900 of the
most important and well-known
medicinal plants of the world. It
gives descriptions, geographical
origin, therapeutic category,
historical modern uses, active
ingredients and pharmacol ogical
effects. Itisintended asa
scientific overview and not amedical handbook for
self-treatment. Also covered are medicine systems
of theworld. Thisbook will appeal to the
professional as well as most of us who are interested
in medicinal uses of familiar plants.

Diane Szollosi

Cacti of the Southwest
W. Hubert Earle

This compact book is loaded with
easy to read information
concerning our local varieties of
cacti. It has good descriptions and
pictures of the plants. It describes
the environment and areas where
the plant isfound. It also hasa
good glossary.

Diane Szollosi



Russell Wagner Plant List

Last month’s speaker, Russell Wagner, has supplied
thisplant list from histalk. We will try to get such
lists in advance in the future.

Trichodiadema densum
Conophytum minimum
Gibbaeum heathii

Albuca sp

Morea sp

Gibbaeum velutinum
Euphorbia pseudoglobosa
Gibbaeum pubescens
Astroloba corrugata
Gasteria brachyphylla
Gibbaeum petrense
Euphorbia suzannae
Gibbaeum album

Muiria hortense

Muiria x Gibbaeum album
Crassula congesta var |aticephalla
Gibbaeum schwantesii
Senecio ovoideus
Gibbaeum pachypodium

Plant Sex in the City
- and the County too!

Did you wake up this spring and couldn’t breathe?
Or have a sneezing attack that left you dizzy and
those around you glad it was over? That was
probably the result of rampant,
unprotected plant sex. Pine trees
on Mt. Lemmon, ragweed in the
canyons, mulberries and olives
and even native mesquites are
doing their best at this time of
year to spread their DNA far
and wide, in hopes of it landing
somewhere productive.
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With alittle knowledge and a few implements, you
can actually make this plant sex pay and have some
fun at the same time. Here'swhat | suggest:

Choose a plant species, or several,
that interest you, raise mature
plants, assur e effective pollunation,
collect and clean the seeds, and sell
them to our local growers.

Succulents and cacti lend themselves well to this
process.

Did you ever think about where the seeds come
from for those orderly rows of seedlings we see at
plant sales? Some are commercially produced, but
the majority are either collected in the wild, or
carefuIIy produced by mdrvrdual growers and

hobbylsts That swhat aII of those . do not enter”
areas are at your local nursury: stock plants for
cuttings or seed production. It'sabit tricky to
ensure that the seed that is produced istrue to the
species and not an accidental hybrid.

In the process, therearealot of
facinating thingsto learn and
enjoy.

Use at least three different plants of the same
species. The goal isto spread pollen from each one
to the others. This can be asimple process or
involved. The simplest systemisfor insect
pollinated plants, for example Ferocactus fordii, a
small purple flowered barrel cactus from northern
Baja. If you have no other Ferocactus in your
coIIectr on, srmply group your F. fordii together and
s o .= dit back with adrink
. inhand any morning
~ whilethey are
flowering (orange
juice works well
here) and watch the
bees pollinate for
LS/ 1 you. Part of the fun
isto learn more about your plants and their ecology.

You learn thetime of year of
flowering, time of day, flower color
and thelocal pollinatorsthat are
doing the hard work.

Then you watch the developing fruit for ripeness,
usually some weeks, and harvest them before the
insects and birds do. It isimportant to clean the
seeds properly and store them in alabeled paper
envel ope before selling, trading or even giving them
to your favorite local nurseryman.
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President’s M essage

| received a courtesy copy
of the March 2006 issue of
Cactus World, the journa of
the British Cactus &
Succulent Society, asking
the Tucson Society to join
and inviting al of you to
become members of the
British Society and receive
their quarterly journal. Itis
avery well done publication and thereisavery
interesting article by their new editor Roy Mottram.

Mr. Mottram traces the non-stop growth of their
society for thirty-five years after 1945. Inthe 1970s
there was a new interest in conservation and by
1980 awhole host of national and international laws
were enacted prohibiting trade in cactus and other
succulents including seeds, in some cases. He
points out that even legal collection of plantsis
looked at as not quite being politically correct and
that many who might have been interested in our
hobby have turned to other activities. From 1980 to
the present, these laws and attitudes have caused a
steady decline in membership in most societies.

Obviously, we have bucked thistrend in Tucson and
our society has grown substantially. We have found
a conservation theme that we can practice without
the kind of confrontation that has driven people
away from most societies.

Habitat destruction isimpossible to stop. Our
30,000 rescued plants attest to our conservation
success. But we are only able to save a couple of
dozen or so species and varieties in the Tucson areg;
we are concerned about the thousands of succulent
species throughout the world that will be lost unless
we start an active plan to maintain them.

Along with othersin the world, Tucson would be a
great place to engage in a solution by preserving
rare and scarce species in private and public
collections and propagating them as a means of
conservation. | would like your feedback on this
idea and whether we might want to make this a
topic for Sonoran V11 or the 2009 CSSA
convention. Some British Cactus & Succulent

Society members are already taking part in these
types of programs.

| will ask Roy Mottram for permission to put his
article on our website.

Over the last few weeks our rescue crews have
saved hundreds of barrels (Ferocactus wislizenii),
hedgehogs (Echinocer eus fasciculatus) and mamms
(Mammillaria grahamii) that will be available for
sale at our Blooming Barrel Sale. Joins us and
bring your friends and neighbors to this event.

Thanks
Dick Wiedhopf, President

Cactus Coffers Restocked!

Our cactus stock has been
replenished through the Herculean
# efforts of the rescue committee,
who have had a number of highly
.a::ﬁ . successful rescues despite the
"H : intense heat. Where were all these
~ 4 developments during the cool
seasons?

We have aways had a hand-to-mouth existence,
with only limited space to stock cactus. Our sales
are clustered in the Spring and Fall, and our rescues
are when we find them. Most recently we had to
pass up our traditional participation at the Tucson
Botanical Garden Weird Plant Sale because our
cupboards were bare. We have now been offered
the use of awonderful, fenced storage site on the
near northwest side. We arein the process of filling
this up in anticipation of our upcoming fall sales.

Our next saleisour ever popular Blooming Barrel
Sale on August 20 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, or
until we sell out. We haven't decided where to hold
the sdle yet. On October 8 we will have our fall
Hacienda Del Sol Cactus and Rescue sdle. Alsoin
October we will sell at the Pima County Country
Fair at the Lew Sorenson Center. The sale will
probably be held on October 28 or 29.

TCSS Members can participate on our cactus
rescues, which are normally held early on Saturday
or Sunday mornings. Notices are emailed to all
Rescue Crew Members on Thursdays. |f you want
to be on the notification list please send an email to
CactusRescue@TucsonCactus.org .

Barry McCormick

Future Events
“Goodbyetothe Heat” Good Time Party

September 17 will be our
opportunity to do just that: say
“Goodbye to the Heat” and
welcome the cooler days of
autumn. We are going to get
together to have a party, look at
some fantastic plants, have a plant
exchange and our annual auctions. If you have not
attended this event in the past it is probably because
you didn’t understand — it'sa party! You must
come!

Barry McCormick

Library Update

Whether you' re new to the
Southwest or a native, you'll find
something of interest in “The
/ Southwest Inside Out” by Thomas
Wiewandt and Maureen Wilks.
The book covers the various shapes,
formations, landscapes and color in Arizona and
other areas of the southwest. Photography tips will
help in capturing these beautiful places. The
resource guide includes Southwestern parks, sites of
geographical interest and alist of books and
websites.

=

Arizona-Sonora Desert
Museum’s“A Natural History
of the Sonoran Desert”
consists of contributions from
many writers including Mark
Dimmitt who covers the
many plants of the desert and
Kenn Kaufman with a section
on birds. Other sections
include a natural events
calendar, nature watching hot
spots, storms, invertebrates, mammals, fish, reptiles,
amphibians and more.

A Natural J‘f;.rt’yr:r
of the Sonoran Desert

Visit tucsoncactus.org for an updated list of al the
library books.
Joie Giunta

Speaker’sPlant List
Plant list for Greg Starr’s August 3 talk on histrip

to Mexico in June 2006

Acacia crassifolia

Agave asperrima = A.
scabra)

Agave bovicornuta
Agave celsii

Agave durangensis
Agave gentryi

Agave parrasana

Agave parryi var. parryi
Agave parryi var. truncata
Agave polianthiflora

Agave potrerana
Agave salmiana

Agave striata

Agave victoriae-reginae
Agave wocomahi
Agave xylonacantha

Ariocarpus fissuratus
Astrophytum myriostigma
Bouvardia ternifolia

Brahea decumbens
Bursera fagaroides
Bursera galeottiana
Cephalocereus senilis
Dasylirion berlandieri

Dasylirion
quadrangulatum
Echeveria cante

Echeveria chihuahuensis
Echeveria craigiana
Echeveria unguiculata
Echinocactus
horizonthalonius
Echinocactus
platyacanthus
Echinocereus pectinatus
Echinocereus stramineus
Ferocactus
hamatacanthus
Ferocactus histrix
Ferocactus latispinus
Ferocactus pilosus
Fouquieria fasciculata
Leuctenbegia principis
Myrtillocactus
geometrizans
Neolloydia conoidea
Opuntia stenopetala
Stenocactus
phyllacanthus
Thelocactus rinconensis
Thelocactus species
Yucca filifera

Yucca linearifolia

Yucca rigida

Focuson Echeverias

If you enjoyed looking at the
“Focus on Crassulas’ exhibit
at the last meeting, you can
look forward to our “Focus on
Echeverias’ this month. It
will be interesting to seeif we
can have these special exhibits

fromtimeto time. Thistime | need your help:

Please glance through your
collection and bring a few of your
own Echeveriasto help fill out the

display.

The intention isfor these displays to be interesting,
informative, and to have all our growers participate.

Barry McCormick
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TCSS Rescue Cacti for Sale

Lots& lotsto choose from..... w ‘?(—\\_\_——//
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Barrels- from 2 to 14 diameter (about $1 per inch) Newsletter of the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society
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Cacti Rescued  Hedgehogs—from 1to 20 heads (about $1 per head)

154 Rescues Accomplished ﬂ August 2006

TCSS Club Membersreceive a 10% discount Thursday, August 3, 2006

. 7:00 P.M.
Photos by Greg Starr, Logo Artwork by Vonn Watkins TCSSBOARD R
Officers A Thirteen-Day Journey Through Mexico
Upcoming Schedule President: Richard Wiedhopf _ _
) 885-6367 Greg's program will cover his
» August 3, 2006, Thursday — General meeting. Greg Starr Vice President: VVonn Watkins most recent trip to Mexico. He
> August 8, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting. Sﬁ;ﬁ?’é@g‘;%\iﬁ;& traveled with seven othersfor
; : thirteen days and covered over
» August 20, 2006, Sunday — Blooming Barrel .Sale Board of Directors: 5000 kilometers throughout
» September 7, 2006, Thursday — General meeting. Dan Birt (2006) much of northern and central
> September 12, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting. C{/‘lr;fk'\"sﬁ’ggﬁz(ggg? Mexifco. H!sfan:castic pi ctu(rjes
. . . . are of avariety of cactus an
> tember 17, 2006, Sunday — Good Time Silent Auction. Norm Dennis (2007) ¥
Sep =1 z "R o i o vetion Barry McCormick (2007) ; i e e e e b Succulents_ and some surprising
» October 8, 2006 - Hacienda Del Sol Cactus and Rescue sale Jack Ramsey (2007) Agave parrasana agaves, with many in bloom.
Marty Harow (2007) Brian Kemble, curator at the
Joe Frannea (2008) Ruth Bancroft Gardens in Walnut Creek teamed up with Greg to
i%ﬁ;'ggg ((22%%?) study the taxonomy of as many Agave species as they could.
Bill Salisbury (2008) Agaves as horticultural plants have been Greg's favorites for the
Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barber past twenty-three years. Recently he has become more interested
7510 E. Rio Verde Rd. in Agave taxonomy. He has written a monograph on the genus

Cactus Rescue: Chris Monrad
Educational: Joe Frannea
Free Plants: Norma Beckman

Hesperal oe, describing two new species and a new subspecies, and
was a coauthor for the description of Agave ovatifolia, the Whale's

Tucson, AZ 85715-3537

Librarian: Joie Giunta Tongue Agave. Gregisthe owner of Starr Nursery, a Tucson
Programs: Vonn Watkins based mail order nursery specializing in the families Agavaceae,
Refreshments: Patsy Frannea Liliaceae, and Nolinaceae.
Sales: Jack Ramsey o )
Technology: Kevin Barber Please join us for a great opportunity to hear Greg's recent travel

Editor: Barry McCormick adventures throughout the succulent habitats of Mexico!

jbarrymcc@earthlink.net
Deadline for copy:18th of each month Thursday, September 7, 2006
7:00 P.M.

TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org General Mesting

Next M eeting
Thursday, August 3, 2006.
Junior Lgegue of Tucson Meeting Place P:%rfi.ng.". Junior k?\?gﬁg;mcson
2099 E. River Road, Tucson sf— *  2099E.River Road

.. ....... 299_ 5753

August Refreshments
Those with family names beginning with
G to M, please bring your choice of
refreshment to the meeting.

Everyone is Welcome! St. Phillip's
Bring your friends, join in the fun, Plaza
and meet the cactus and succulent

community.

Campell
Camino Escuel
ceeg

River Road




L;"' Newsletier of the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society
President’s M essage

Southern Californiaisa
wonderful placeto visit if
you are a cactus and
succulent enthusiast. On
August 19 and 20, your web
master Kevin Barber and |
visited three botanical

%_| gardens, five nurseries, and
- ##2%| thefabled Intercity Show
and Sale It was two days of driving in California
traffic, walking, photographing, and, of course,
buying afew plants. The weather was almost
perfect, cool and overcast in the morning, hot and
humid in the afternoon and cool and humid at night.
There isno place like Tucson!

We visited the Quail Botanical Garden, Los
Angeles Arboretum and the Huntington Botanical
Gardens. For cactus and succulents, the Huntington
is the best but the other gardens offer interesting
plantsin different settings. Y ou should visit these
gardens at different times of the year to see what’s
blooming. Each garden grows many interesting
plants.

When you go nursery hopping you see a different
assortment of plants than the ones you find at our
local nurseries. Thereisagreater emphasis on
succulent plants rather than cacti. A must-see
nursery is Rancho Soledad.

We spent Sunday morning at the Intercity Show and
Sale. It is presented by the San Gabriel, Los
Angeles and Long Beach societies and is held at the
Los Angeles Arboretum in Arcadia. There were
1800 plants on display from novice to professional
growers. It was awonderful show and beautifully
staged. Associated with the show isagreat sale.
Some of our member vendors regularly participate
at this event.

We finished our weekend walking and
photographing through the Arboretum and the
Huntington. If you are not ready for a California
trip don’t forget all the wonderful gardens and
nurseries in southern Arizonathat you can visit.

Dick Wiedhopf, President

Simply Gor geous!

Only one word — Gorgeous -
seemed to fit this beautiful 55-
headed Hedgehog cactus,
Echinocereus fasciculatus,) that
was rescued at the Eagle Crest
development site recently. This
site, which is now bladed, is near ,
North Oracle Road just north of the Pima/Pinal

.." "f L& . - n-_., f "',

County line. Many other great specimens were also
rescued including a medium sized 20-headed
Fishook barrel cactus, Ferocactus wisliznei.

There were so many nice hedgehogs and

mammillarias, Mammillaria grahamii, that two
consecutive weekends were used, in spite of the
very hot dehydrating weather, to save over 600
plants. Many plants went home with forty-one
rescue crew members who volunteered their time,
tooals, vehicles and energy to save these cacti. Other
cacti were taken to a holding area and then to the
TCSS Annual Blooming Barrel sale for the public
to purchase.

show off Tucson and the succulent plants we love,
with good weather that will attract alarge crowd.
Cost iskey factor for choosing afacility. We also
want to have an overall theme to the convention that
will attract interest and participation from around
the world.

Tucson will host the Board of Director meeting of
the CSSA in April of 2007, who will make the final
decision about facilities.

The next convention meeting will be held
September 14, 7 - 9 pm in the new College of
Pharmacy Building. Direction will be available on
our website and at the September general meeting.
All members are welcome and encouraged to
participate.

Dick Wiedhopf, President

Plant Sex in the City

- and the County too!
(Continued from last month)

Hereisapartia list of ideas:
Ferocactus fordii (purple flowers)
F. acanthodes. v. tortulospinus (long, red spines)
Echinocereus viridiflorus v. canus (green flowers)
Mammilaria standleyi (large clumps with beautiful
pink flowers)
Pachypodium densiflowum (great yellow flowers)
P. horombense (similar to above, but different)
Dorstenia gigas (incredible plant and areal
challenge to flower, but easy to pollinate)
Euphorbia gymnocalyciodes (rare globular
Euphorb)
Pseudolithos miguirtinus (rare globular milkweed—
fliesdo all the work)
Whitesloania crassa (very rare in habitat and
cultivation, but well worth the effort)

Plant Collectors:
Do They Have A Role In Conservation?

The Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society has a
large local role in succulent-plant conservation with
its cactus rescue program. While this program has
local benefits, the problem of succulent-plant
conservation is global in scale. If youtravel in
Africa, the Middle East, or Mexico, you are struck
by the large-scale human effects on landscapes.

As humans convert wildlands to development or
agriculture, or extract resources, such as charcoal, at
non-renewabl e rates, many plants of interest to

succulent plant collectors are destroyed. The list of
threatened and endangered speciesis so long that it
fills several books. What positive role, and what
responsibility, do plant collectors have in aworld
with ever decreasing habitat of the species we love
to grow?

Plant collectors have long had a bad reputation for
over collection and destruction of succulent and
cactus populations, particularly rare or highly
desirable species. One of the best examples comes
from Baja California, where Cirio or Boojum,
Fouquieria columnaris, are frequently illegally
collected for urban landscaping. Another example
comes from South Africa, where popul ations of
Euphorbia obesa recently were decimated by a
plant collector, who was caught. Unfortunately,
there are too many other examples to mention.

We believe that ethical responsibility has increased
with the passage of plant-protection laws and the
general increase in education about wildland
degradation. Beyond cactus rescue, we think that
plant collectors have another positive role that they
can play in succulent-plant conservation.

Aswildlands continue to be consumed, restoration
of succulent plant species will become an
international goal. We believe that plant collectors,
not botanical gardens or scientific institutions, will
play the pivotal rolein supplying genetic material
for restoration efforts or, indeed, preserving species
extirpated in the wild. Returning to the case of
Euphorbia obesa, there are far more individuals of
this species in private collections than occur in the
wild. Document your plants that you know are pure
species — they may be more than just objects of your
affection.

For most of its existence, Arid Lands Greenhouses
has had a policy of “we do not sell collected plants.”
We, of course, have collected plants, or offsets from
collected plants, in our stock house for propagation
—all those cacti and succulentsin horticulture came
from a collected plant at some point. Some of the
species at Arid Lands Greenhouses are extremely
rare, and we find ourselves to be both a commercial
nursery and arare-plant conservatory. We take that
latter role seriously by taking inventory of our
plants, particularly recording collection data that
document the source — and indirectly the genetics —
of the species.

Bob Webb and Toni Yocum,
Arid Lands Greenhouses
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Newsletter of the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society

2 9 4 8 Lots& lotsto choosefrom..... %
Barrels- from 2" to 14" diameter (about $1 per inch) ﬁﬁ*

Cacti Pescued Hedgehogs—from 1 to 20 heads (about $1 per head)

157 Rescues Accomplished TCSS Club Membersreceive a 10% discount Scajgmber 2008 Thursday, September 7, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Photos by Greg Starr, Patsy Frannea, George Virtes. Logo Artwork by Vonn Watkins TCSSBOARD Greg Starr
A ' A Thirteen-Day Journey through Mexico, Part 2
Upcomifiggaprecule Pr@dmt%gﬁaergsvwedhom ! ey Comegand resume the trip we
» September 7, 2006, Thursday — General meeting. 885-6367

» September 12, 2006, Tuesday — Board Meeting.

» September 14, 2006, Tuesday — CSSA 2009 Meeting.

» September 17, 2006, Sunday — Good Time Silent Auction.
» October 5, 2006 — General Mesting

» October 8, 2006 - Hacienda Del Sol Cactus and Rescue sale
» October 15, 2006, Sunday — Garden Tour

» October 22, 2006, Sunday — Pima Country Fair Plant Sale

» December 10, 2006 Sunday — Holiday Party

Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society
7510 E. Rio Verde Rd.

@ Tucson, AZ 85715-3537

Vice President: Vonn Watkins
Secretary: George Virtes
Treasurer: Gail Virtes

Board of Directors:
Dan Birt (2006)
Chris Monrad (2006)
Mark Sitter (2006)
Norm Dennis (2007)
Barry McCormick (2007)
Jack Ramsey (2007)
Marty Harow (2007)
Joe Frannea (2008)
Joie Giunta (2008)
Nancy Reid (2008)
Bill Salisbury (2008)

CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barber

Cactus Rescue: ChrisMonrad
Educational: Joe Frannea
Free Plants: Norma Beckman
Librarian: Joie Giunta
Programs: Vonn Watkins
Refreshments: Patsy Frannea
Sales: Jack Ramsey
Technology: Kevin Barber

Editor: Barry McCormick
jbarrymcc@earthlink.net
Deadline for copy:18th of each month

TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org

Next M eeting
Thursday, September 7, 2006.
Junior League of Tucson
2099 E. River Road, Tucson

September Refreshments
Those with family names beginning with
N to S, please bring your choice of
refreshment to the meeting.
Everyone is Welcome!

Bring your friends, join in the fun,
and meet the cactus and succulent
community.

started in August. Greg will

S take us deeper into eastern and
¥ southern Mexico where welll

check out some newly

described Agaves and various

cool cacti and weird succulents.

The climate down there should

A bewarm and dry, and the roads
FoquenaFasucuIata dusty and bumpy so dress
appropriately. There will be
plenty of photo ops for the shutterbugs. So gas up the car and get
ready for some travel time!

Greg traveled with seven others for thirteen days and covered over
5000 kilometers throughout much of northern and central Mexico.
His fantastic pictures are of a variety of cactus and succulents and
some surprising agaves, with many in bloom. Brian Kemble,
curator at the Ruth Bancroft Gardens in Walnut Creek teamed up
with Greg to study the taxonomy of as many Agave species as they
could.

Please join usfor part two of Greg's recent travel adventures
throughout the succulent habitats of Mexico!

Thursday, October 5, 2006

7:00 P.M.
Jon Weeks
i Parki ior L f T
Meeting Place reeee et L B
= sf— :  2099E.River Road
3 'g ........ 299-5753
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A special thanks to Dick, Vonn, and George and
Gail for coordinating these two rescues with DR
Horton and the Crew as Chris, Joe, and Patsy were
out of town for most of July.

Joe Frannea

TCSS Members can participate on our cactus
rescues, which are normally held early on Saturday
or Sunday mornings. Notices are emailed to all
Rescue Crew Members on Thursdays. If you want
to be on the notification list please send an email to
CactusRescue@TucsonCactus.org .

Workday Creates Storage Site
Thirteen members of the Cactus

a
;‘!ﬁ Rescue Crew flexed their muscles
g2  and applied skillsto turn an old
¥ nursery site into aworking
[l

laydown areato hold rescued cacti
that need to be stored between sale
dates. An existing ten foot tall pipe
framework structure was used to hang two different
weights of shade cloth to provide appropriate shade
for barrels (23% average sun blockage) which pretty
much like full sun and hedgehogs and mamms
which need a little more shade (about 50%) to help
them get reestablished.

J

ill

TCSS had 15 tons (about 12 cubic yards) of reject
sand, often called chat, delivered to spread four
inchesdeepina?25 by 50" areato make easy
planting of the cacti and to facilitate rapid root
growth. About 150 barrels, 150 hedgehogs, 75
mamms, and a few Christmas chollawere planted in
the area and treated to some nice monsoon rain a
few days later. Water isavailable on the site if
needed.

The crew worked very industriously for about three
hours and all was in place and |ooked very
professional to get ready for our Blooming Barrel
Sale which was held on the following Sunday,
August 20th. A special thanks to Chris Monrad for
working with Amphi School District, our first
cactus rescue partner in 1999, in obtaining the use
of thissite for anominal annual fee. Thesiteis
secure and has plenty of expansion room for more
storage of rescued cacti. It islocated near First
Ave. and Wetmore on the Amphi Public Schools
Land Lab site.

Joe Frannea (photo by Patsy Frannea)

Bloomers a Big Hit!

Everyone knows that August brings bloomsto the
wonderful Sonoran Desert Fishook Barrels
Ferocactuswislizeni. g \ ;
And that meansit’s
time for our annual
“Blooming Barrel
Sale” which was
held on August 20th.
Many of the 450
rescued Barrels on = k. -
display werein full bloom orange red, or yellow
or some combination in between - and many had
buds just ready to pop with alittle more sun.

Our new holding site location just off Wetmore
Road near First Ave. worked out perfectly for this
sale with lots of wonderful display beds to show off
the cactus, shade cloth over head to cut the bright
sun, a huge parking lot area with even some mature
mesquite trees to park under, and our great prickly
pear punch thirst quencher. The weather cooperated
this year although alittle less that a 100 degree day
would have been appreciated by the workers.

We not only sold about 350 Barrels, but 180 really
nice Hedge Hogs, 100 Mammilaria, and 30
Christmas Chollas. Thirty one pairs of cactus
gloves were sold. Total sales amounted to $6,500
with anet profit, after expenses and cactus tag costs,
of about $4,200.

Thiswas one of our top sales events for our rescued
cacti. A specia thanks to twenty two hard working
TCSS members who set-up, sold plants, loaded
vehicles, and cleaned up the site after the sale.

Joe Frannea



“GoodbyetotheHeat” Good Time Party
Sunday, September 17, 2006
12:00 noon to 3:00 pm. at the Junior League

This party day will be filled with activities: live and
silent auctions, member plant sale and exchange,
refreshments, and plenty of fellowship.

We will start setting up at 11:00 am so the party can
start at noon. Bring your plant donations for the
auction, plants to trade, some of your collection for
the mini-show. Remember that the auction can
include plant-related books, artwork, tools, etc.

What could be better for a Goodbye to the Heat
party than an old fashoned ice cream social. We'll
have everything — just bring your appetites.

The auctions are the core of this event, and help us
raise money for our research grant program. Our
member-growers are always very generous, but our
own contributions are the most important part.

L ook through your collections for some nice plants
you can part with for agood cause. Y ou might even
consider putting it in anice pot to add to its
attractiveness. Everything iswelcome. We will
have four separate silent auction tables spaced
through the afternoon, beginning at 1:00 pm.

Some of the best plants will be set aside for the live
auction. Thisisaways an exciting event asthe
urge to acquire great succulents expressesitself in
spirited bidding.

The member plant sale/ exchange is a new event
thisyear. Theideaisto be ableto get rid of those
little bits and snippets of plants you have made from
cuttings and divisions, thus making room to get
someone else’s little bits and snippets. Plants that
might have a value of five dollars or less can be put
into the plant sale, reserving the auction for the
larger, more exciting items. Anyone can sell and
buy —you don’'t have to bring plants to buy plants.

The mini-show isjust that, a chance to show of
some of your nice plants, perhaps some that ook
their best during the monsoon, that we never see at
our spring shows. Bring two or three —we won'’t
have any complicated labeling system, just put them
out for show. We'll make sure your show plants
don’'t get mixed in with the auction plants!

WEe'll need volunteers for setup and cleanup, and to
help with the auctions and sales. Come, help, and
have fun.

Jack Ramsey

Future Events
Specia Garden Tour

Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 15, for a
specia tour of Bill Salisbury’s
Garden. Hisgardenisa
beautiful landscaped yard with a
beautiful view. A large number
of his plants are rescue plants.
Jack Ramsey

Library Update

The CSSA journals for 2005 are now bound and
ready to take out. Some plants and articles are
cleistocactus, Trekking for Cuban Cacti, echeveria
cuspidate, Bureramicrophyllain
Phoenix, Cacti and Fauna of the
Galapagos I slands and much
more. The “To The Point” insert

v has a beginner’ s guide to various

/ Cacti.

New books are Nishiki Succulent Handbook and A
Gardener’s Guide to Cacti Succulent & Foliage.

The Nishiski Succulent Handbook by Tony Sato isa
Japanese book with tons of pictures. The pictures
are identified in English and are
¥ good to use to identify plants.

A Gardener’s Guide to Cacti
Succulents & Foliage by
Richard Rosenfeld, Editor

* features growing, propagating
and what can go wrong. Each
page contains at least one
photograph of a plant with an "at
aglance box", the features, varieties, conditions,
growing methods and flowering of the plant. Clear
and concise, this book will help in choosing and
caring for your plants.

Joie Giunta

CSSA 2009 Convention Update

July 13 was the kick-off meeting for the 2009
Convention. Dick Wiedhopf led the meeting and
told about the activities at the 1977 and 1995
Conventions in Tucson.

Time of year, facilities and atheme are the three
considerations that must be attended to in the next
couple of months. Early spring isthe best timeto
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I? The October issue of Sunset
Magazine featured theTCSS
rescue program. There are
great picturesand areal
positive story about what

we do and who we are.
Thisisagreat article to tell
your friends about and be
proud that you are a part of

i 'mﬂL 4 TN

tis gow ng soci et.

Actually, we are quickly approaching 900 members.
Thisistruly amazing and speaks volumes about the
kind of organization that you have created. The
successful “Good Time” event with its silent and
live auctions, ice cream social, mini plant show, free
and $2.00 plants was a perfect example of how this
organization excels. There was something for
everyone and we raised almost $2,000 for the
research grant fund. Everyone was smiling even if
they got outbid at the last second. There are always
members who put extratime and effort into
organizing the event and they are complemented by
so many other members who just show up,
volunteer and make it so much fun. Thank you.

Our research fund has grown to a point that we can
support severa research projects. We need an
individual or group to lead this activity. We have
the School Grants Program, and we support the
Southern Arizona Regional Science and
Engineering Fair. This Research Grants program
will round out our outreach educational efforts.
Please contact me if you have an interest in the
development of this practical research program.

October isabusy plant month and your last chance
to get things growing before the first frost in mid-
November. Check our website and this newsl etter
for dates and times of al the October eventsin and
around Tucson.

Finally, TCSS election time is approaching. The
nominations committee elected by the board of
directors consists of: Bill Salisbury, Joie Giunta,
Jack Ramsey and George Virtes. Their purposeisto
provide at least one qualified individual for every
position that is up for election. All four officers,

CSSA affiliate representative and three director
positions need to befilled. If you areinterested
please contact one of the nominations committee
members.

Dick Wiedhopf, President

“Goodbyetothe Heat” Good Time Party
Our End-of-Summer party

Qg«“me ‘”% was held Sunday,
o %) Scotember 17 at the
/ Junior League. It wasa
great party — | hope everybody
else enjoyed it asmuch as | did. Having activities
outside as well as inside kept the crowd
manageable, and there was plenty of room for
everything.

Over 400 free scoops of Swenson's chocolate and
vanillaice cream were served up during the three
hours and topped with fresh strawberries, chocolate
and butterscotch syrup, nuts, crushed Oreo cookies,
whip cream and coconut. Cookies, ice teaand
water were also served.

We had over 200 cactus and succulents for auction,
with several hundred more for the $2 sale table. A
massive amount of free plant material, smaller

plants and cuttings disappeared quickly.

r. =
r|

The live auction portion included 16 great plants
anda set of books and brought in $610. The silent
auction was displayed on four groups of tables with
four different ending times. The highest price
silent auction item, a ferocactus herrerae, went for
$35 while many of the other bids were in the $6 to
$12 range with some going for only afew dollars.

Special Event
Garden Tour

Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 15, for a
specia tour of Bill Salisbury’s Garden. Bill has
graciously offered atour of hisgarden. Itisa
beautiful landscaped yard with a beautiful view. A
large number of his plants are rescue plants. His
yard was part of the Tucson Botanical Gardens
garden tour in April last year. Thisisone event you
don't want to miss,

Directions:
Take East River Road east from Craycroft Rd. Turn
north on Tanuri Driveinto Tanuri Hills. Stay on
Tanuri (follow signs for turns) to the first stop sign.
Turn right on Via Colorada. Two streets past the
first stop sign turn right on Paseo Penoso. Turn left
on Trocha Alegre to 4450, on the right side of the
road.

Jack Ramsey
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Namibia Trip!

A not-for-profit botanical tour of Namibia will take placein May of 2007 - that's only abit more
than 6 months away. The group will be limited to six participants. Much of the trip will mimic the 2002
CSSA-sponsored trip. We will use the same outfitters, but will spend al of our time botanizing
Namibia, rather than trying to also cover South Africa. Trip organizer is Doug Dawson (480.893.1207)
who went on the 2002 trip and has done other explorations of Namibia. The trip will last 20 days plus
travel time to and from Africa We have two positionsremaining to fill. A trip of alifetimefor a

If you are interested in further details, contact Doug by phone or email at
doug.dawson@gcmail.maricopa.edu
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2 9 5 2 4—‘ Lots& lotsto choosefrom.....
21 Barrels- from 2" to 14" diameter (about $1 per inch)

Cacti Rescued Hedgehogs— from 1 to 20 heads (about $1 per head)

159 Rescues Accomplished
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TCSS Club Membersreceive a 10% discount Thursday, October 5, 2006

7:00 P.M.
Photos by Kevin Barber, Patsy Frannea, Logo Artwork by Vonn Watkins TCSSBOARD Jon Weeks
_ Officers Salicornia, The Sonoran Desert Succulent That Could
Upcoming Schedule President: Richard Wiedhopf :
) 885-6367 Jon will open the eyes of
> October 5, 2006 — General Meeting —Jon Weeks Vice President: Vonn Watkins succulent lovers and introduce
» October 6-8, 2006 —SAHBA Fall Show Sicretar y: Ggotfl(\al Virtes aplant that manages to
reasurer: Gal irtes i i
> October 8, 2006 - Hacienda Del Sol Cactus and Rescue sale _ withstand almost anything. Y ou
] i Board of Directors: must attend to get the real
» October 15, 2006, Sunday — Bill Salisbury Garden Tour Dan Birt (2006) picture.
: : Chris Monrad (2006 L.
> October 22, 2006, Sunday — Pima Country Fair Plant Sale oMo (2(006)) Jon was bor and raised in
» October 29, 2006, Sunday — Matt Johnson Field Trip Norm Dennis (2007) Stratford, Connecticut. He
A N Barry McCormick (2007) received aB.A. from
» November 2, 2006, Thursday G(.aneral meeting — Bob Webb J,\?Cal:tRaHrgrng\, (22%%77) Gettysurg Collegein 1971 and
» December 10, 2006 Sunday — Holiday Party b gramea ( §008)) il in 1975 started L andscape
Joie Giunta (2008) . . Cacti, a desert nursery devoted
Nancy Reid (2008) to growing cacti and agaves from seed for landscape use. In 1986
Bill Salisbury (2008) he received a Ph.D. from the University of Arizona and worked as

Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society
7510 E. Rio Verde Rd.

aresearch Scientist for the University from 1986 to 1992 while

CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barber living along the coast of Sonora, Mexico. Jon collected halophytes

Cactus Rescue: Chris Monrad and was farming them in Kino Bay at Puerto Penasco, Sonora.
Tucson, AZ 85715-3537 Educational: Joe Frannea 3 / _
Free Plants: Norma Beckman From 1992 to the present Jon has operated L andscape Cacti where
Librarian: Joie Giunta he grows landscape cacti and agaves. Be sure to join usfor Jon's

Programs: Vonn Watkins
Refreshments: Patsy Frannea
Sales: Jack Ramsey
Technology: Kevin Barber

experience in growing landscape cacti and histalk on Salicornia.

Thursday, November 2, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Editor: Barry McCormick Bob Webb
jbarrymcc@earthlink.net
Deadline for copy:18th of each month

TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org

Next M eeting
Thursday, October 5, 2006.
Junior L eague of Tucson Meeting Place Parking ", Junior Leaguef Fuicson

2099 E. River Road, Tucson o i

oooooooo 299_5753
October Refreshments

Those with family names beginning with

T to Z, please bring your choice of

refreshment to the meeting.

Everyone is Welcome! St. Phillip's

Bring your friends, join in the fun, Plaza
and meet the cactus and succulent

community.

Campell
Camino Escuel
ceeg

River Road




Total sales brought in $2,465, about $1000 more
than last year. After expenses we netted $1,958
which will be earmarked for our research fund.. We
also sold two new memberships

i
\

The big success of the day was the large attendance
—having fun isthereal point of our activities..
Many generous club members donated some very
nice plants that are now owned by other very happy
club members. And, if you didn't get you fill of ice
cream and toppings, it was your fault!

Joe Frannea & Barry McCormick

TCSSField trip with Matt Johnson

On Sunday, October 29, we will have an all day
field trip driving tour over the Reddington Pass
Road. Thetripislimited to 24
people; the cost is $5.00 per
person. Thereislimited parking
and carpooling is encouraged.

Thisis close and accessible. We
would pass through several plant
communltleﬁlncl uding Sonoran Desert, grassland,
' W8 oak woodland, and an
" interesting ecotone
where the Sonoran and
Chihuahuan deserts
meet over on the San
Pedro side. Theroad is
unpaved but usually
well maintained so a
2WD vehiclewith
reasonable clearance
can make it. The total
distance on the unpaved
portl on would be about 40 miles round-trip. We
would make several stops along the way to look at
plants. In addition to many of the local species
found in and around Tucson, we would see

Coryphantha (Escobaria) vivipara, Echinocereus
bonkerae, E. fendleri, E. rigidissimus,
Echinomastus erectocentrus, Mammillaria
macdougalii, Agave chrysantha, and Agave schottii.
It isalso quite ascenic drive. Thefirst 10 miles of
the road are rather heavily used by ORVers. Further
on, traffic is quite light on most weekend days.

We will meet at MacDonad' sin the Safeway
shopping center on the northeast corner of Tanque
Verde and Catalina Hwy. at 8:30 am. Carpooling
will be arranged there to keep the number of
vehiclesto a minimum. We plan to be back between
5 and 6 p.m. Bring alunch, water, sunscreen, hat,
etc. for aday inthehills. Thereisonly one
restroom facility on the route and no services. We
will make short walks out from the vehicles so no
real hiking, but a couple of the stops are on rather
steep rocky slopes.

Thisissure to be an interesting, informative and fun

trip. Interested parties should contact Joie Giunta

by phone at 907-7950 or email at
joietgo@yahoo.com.

Reservations can also be made at the library table at

the meeting.

Joie Giunta
Simply Gorgeous!

As the monsoon dlips away, mention must be made
of the wonderful season we have had. Lush desert,
ocotillo looking soft and fuzzy, a wonderland of
growth wherever you look. How often do we see
the Catalinas green in the distance. The Rillito and
Santa Cruz have been scoured; Sabino and Madera
Canyonsreworked. After awinter when therains
failed, how lucky to get such a monsoon.

Barry McCormick
TCSS Fall Plant Sales
oG, The Tucson Cactus and
%a‘g Succulent Society will
s hold its annual Fall Plant
HACIENDADELSOL | Sgle at the Hacienda Del
GUEST RANCH RESORT Sol Guest Ranch Resort

Tucsen, ARiZONA on Sunday, October 8,

2005 from 9:00 AM until
3:00 PM. In addition to Rescue Sales, Arid Lands
Greenhouses, B & B Cactus Farm, Blue Oasis
Nursery, and Living Stones Nursery and Plants
from the Southwest will be selling plants.



— The Pima County Fall
Country Fair will be held on
S 2\ Sunday, October 22, from 9
| = #i::a '.'.‘é.l amto 4 pm. at the Lew

\¥ s~/ Sorensen Center, 11100 E.
xﬂ\:‘?&}%;;&ifff Tanque Verde Rd.

You will find agreat
diversity of drought tolerant plants, including
many natives, ready for your garden. Drop by
and consider giving some of these plants a home.

Jack Ramsey

Cactus Rescue Profits at Work!

Twenty-five percent of al TCSS
cactus rescue sales profits are
earmarked for Educational
Outreach. A part of thisinitiative
which was launched in 2002 is the
School Grant Program. K through
12 teachers (the TCSS Board just
expanded it to teachers anywhere in Arizona, not
just Southern Arizona) can apply for grants up to
$400 to purchase materials for classroom or school
projects pertaining to cactus and succulents. We
just awarded two additional grants this past month
bringing our totals to thirteen grants amounting to
$4,282.

One of the projects just approved was submitted by
Ella Gomez from Menlo Park Elementary in TUSD.
Her “ Cactus Diaries’ Project will purchase library
books and videos to allow students (K to 5th grade)
to prepare cactus diaries so that they can explore the
characteristics of cacti. Studentswill research Latin
names of cacti, environmental conditions, life span,
adult size, growth, shape, color, flowers and fruit
connection with animals and contributions the cacti
can make to the environment. Hopefully, the
students will also gain an appreciation and
understanding of how plants survive extreme
conditions.

The other project approved this past month was
submitted by Dr. Howard Shore from the El Hogar
De |la Paz alternative school in the Amphi District.
His“El Hogar Greenhouse” Project will require the
purchase of textbooks (Turning a Greenhouse Into
Profit), starter plants and general gardening
supplies. Students who will participatein this
project are on suspension and must perform
community service to earn their way back into the

regular school system. They will learn and develop
horticultural skills by stocking a greenhouse with
small plants and seedlings (particularly cacti) and
eventually sell the plantsto continue the funding of
this greenhouse program and support a children’s
services program in the community.

Please pass on information about our School Grant
Program to any teachers that you know. Direct
them to our web site (TucsonCactus.org) School
Grants page for more information and application
forms. We have money begging for good project
requests.

Joe Frannea
Cactus Rescue
a 1CSSMembers can participate
allfla ON our cactus rescues, which are

|
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normally held early on Saturday
or Sunday mornings. Notices
are emailed to all Rescue Crew
Members on Thursdays. If you
- want to be on the notification
list please send an email to
CactusRescue@TucsonCactus.org .
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Joe Frannea

Library Update

“The New Cactus Lexicon” isin
thelibrary. It consists of two
volumes. Thefirst has 4-6
/ photographs on each of the 512
pages, covering cactus from A
through Y. The second volumeisa
“Catalogue of Taxa’, giving an identification of the
cacti. These books are mainly for identification and
not for the person looking for cultivation care.

“Cactus’ by Elisabeth Manke is
good for anyone looking for
cultivation care. This book has
great picturesto help identify
your cactus and gives the origin,
habit, care and propagation along
with some tips.

S

For succulent lovers there is “ Garden Succulents”
by Terry Hewitt. Not al the species covered are
shown in photos. The text gives adescription of the
plant, hardiness and propagation.

Joie Giunta
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It's hard to believe that
another great year is coming
toanend. Lastyear a this
time we had 716 members,
and | made a comparison to
beating Babe Ruth’ s record
of 714. | looked at our
membership this year and it
has topped 913. Numbers
are not important but the people they represent are.
My favorite two words are “thank you” and | say
Thank You to all of you for contributing to this
society and having an impact on Tucson and the
Sonoran Desert.

It is not by chance that we have been featured on
ABC national news or on the front page of the New
Y ork Times - and - most recently in the October
issue of Sunset Magazine. It isthrough the good
work of all of you. Soagain| say THANK YOU.

| had an opportunity this last week to visit Turners
Greenhousein LasVegas. | am sure many of you
go to Las Vegas and don't realize that they have an
active and growing Cactus and Succulent Society.
The Turners have awonderful combination of
landscape and potted cacti and succulent plants at
their nursery. They arelisted in the phone book
and it isworth visiting them.

At the November meeting, the
nominations committee will
submit their candidates for
officers, directors and affiliate
representative for the coming
year. You will then have an
opportunity to make nominations
from the floor. If you are planning to nominate
someone please make sure that they agree to run.
The nominations committee has at least one
candidate for every position to be elected. Mail
ballots will be mailed out soon after the November
board of directors meeting.

>

Information and RSV P for our holiday party will
also be included in this mailing. The Holiday party
will be on Sunday, December 10, 2006. We usually
start setting up at 11:00 am, eat at noon,

and socialize until 3:00 pm.
TCSS provides turkey and
ham and the table settings.
We all supply our favorite
side dishes and deserts.
Thisisthe annual corporate meeting of the society
where the election results are announced. We have
a gift exchange and many of us bring food or a
donation for the Tucson Food Bank. It'sagreat
opportunity to share.

Remember, there isno regular first Thursday
meeting in December.
Dick Wiedhopf, President

CSSA Convention Tucson 2009

The convention committee has
been meeting on aregular basis to
find an appropriate site and time of
year for 2009. We have reviewed
many potential sites and will start
visiting their facilitiesin
November. A list of
recommendations will be made to
the Cactus and Succulent Society of Americawho
will have their April Board of Directors meeting in
Tucson.

We want to devel op a unique theme and logo that
clearly identifies this convention. We need to have
established these by May of 2007, which is the start
of the CSSA convention in Seattle. We want to
kick off the publicity for the Tucson Convention at
this Seattle event.

Your ideas and input are needed. Our next meeting
is Thursday, December 7, 2006, 7:00 pm at the
College of Pharmacy room A274. You are always
welcome or can send us your ideas by mail or email.

TCSS Convention Committee
PO BOX 64759
Tucson, AZ 85728-4759
or
TCSS@tucsoncactus.org
Thank you.
Dick Wiedhopf

A special thanks to the twelve TCSS members who
staffed the booth in four hour shifts. We received
many great compliments regarding recent news and
magazine coverage of our Society and our Cactus
Rescue Crew Program. Also, a special thanksto
SAHBA for inviting us back to their great Home &
Garden Show.

Joe Frannea

October Cactus Sales a Big Success!

October was a busy P
month for many TCSS I&
4 0"

activities including two
big Rescued Cactus Sales. = HACIENDADELSOL,
The annual Fall Hacienda GuEi‘i;fAﬁH RESORT
del Sol Guest Ranch and .
Resort sale was held on

Sunday, October 8th and brought out many TCSS
members and the public to purchase Barrels, Hedge
Hogs, Mamms, and Ocotillo. We brought in three
trailer loads of cacti and most had been sold within

the first two hours. Unfortunately, or | guess
fortunately, this depleted our storage reserve. We
sold 470 cacti, 52 pair of cactus gloves, afew
memberships, and afew chollawood skeletons.
Rescued cactus sales brought in about $4400
yielding aprofit of about $2700 after expenses.
Four of our TCSS member vendors also sold plants
from their respective nurseries.

PIE The Fall Pima County Country

_ /;» " Mg A Fair was held two weeks later at
/& 12712 theLew Sorensen Center at
| =< A&y 12| 11100 E. Tanque Verde and was
¢ ¥/ atwo-trailer event. Luckily, we

“Arzon®~  were able to conduct two cactus

T rescues prior to the sale to

replenish some inventory. We were fortunate to
have about 75 Ocaotillos for this sale giving first

hour purchase preferences to those customers who
have been on our Ocotillo waiting list for many
months. We will now shift from an Ocotillo wait
list where we called a select few each time we have
Ocaotillo to sell, to an email broadcast notice list on
afirst come, first served basis. Our wait list had
grown to over 100 customers and it was becoming
unmanageable to call or email each person and wait
for aresponse before contacting the next person.

We also sold 121 beautiful barrels, most were
extremely well hydrated with lots of fruit, some
Hedge Hogs, Mamms, Octopus Agave, Saguaro
seedlings, cactus gloves, memberships, and TCSS
T-shirts. We also had boxes of Octopus Agave
bulbils and Aloe plants as give away plants. We
sold about $3300 in rescue cacti with a profit of
about $2200 after expenses, including advertising
and the native plant tag purchases. One of our
TCSS members also sold about 50 plants that he
had raised.

Joe Frannea

Library Update

“The library has many very good
books that few people check out.
@ Among them are the Euphorbia
v Journals, a set of 10 books. Each
book has an index in the back and
afew have cumulative indexes
included. These books are informative not only to
the euphorbia collector,
but also to the person who
hasjust afew in their
collection. The pictures
make it easy to identify
your plantsin the event
you are uncertain of what
you have. The back of
each book has a section
describing various
euphorbiasin more detail.

EUPHORBIA

If you areinterested in
writing areview of the books you take out of the
library, email me @ joietgo@yahoo.com.

Joie Giunta
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Otos by Bop oo, iy Franncaiiipdo ATIREIRENAonn Waling Offi Travels in Africa and Arabia IV: Euphorbias
icers
Upcoming Schedule President: Richard Wiedhopf Bob Webb and Toni Y ocum will open the eyes of Euphorbia
> November 2, 2006, Thursday — General meeting — Bob Webb 885-6367 lovers with their excellent views and photography. Bob will show

Vice President: Vonn Watkins
> November 14, 2006, Tuesday 7:00 pm — Board Meeting Secretary: George Virtes

Treasurer: Gail Virtes
» November 18,2006, Saturday -- Plants for the Southwest
» December 10, 2006 Sunday — Holiday Party

the genus Euphorbia in countries ranging from Y emen down to
South Africa, and in size from treesto tiny.

Board of Directors: Bob Webb has collected succulent plants for about twenty years.
Dan Birt (2006) SRR, N sy For hisday job heisa

b i Chris Monrad (2006) hydrologist with the U.S.
» January 4, 2006 — General Meeting Mark Sitter (2006) Geological Survey in
5 Norm Dennis (5037) ; Tucson; however, he has
o I.\(,:acrgg 2250%) ) worked as aplant
Marty Harow (2007) ecologist in the
Joe Frannea (2008) southwestern United
Joie Giunta (2008) States and Baja
Nancy Reid (2008)

Cdliforniafor nearly

_ thirty years. He's been
Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society traveling to the Arabian

7510 E. Rio Verde Rd. CoctusR - Chris Morrad Mark Sitter beside of Euphorbia horrida Peninsula and Africa
Tucson, AZ 85715-3537 Editional. Joo Erarmon ssp. horrida in South Africaand Toni since the mid-1990s and
ucational . Joe Frannea Y ocum entering aforest of Euphorbia B vicited YRl

Free Plants: Norma Beckman ; ;
magnicapsula near Lake Naivasha, Kenya.
Librarian: Joie Giunta g 8 rey Oman, Kenya, South

Bill Salisbury (2008)

CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barber

Programs: Vonn Watkins Africa, Namibia and Botswanain search of succulent plants.
Refreshments: Patsy Frannea o . . 3
Sales: Jack Ramsey Please join usfor our final presentation of 2006. We started in
Technology: Kevin Barber January with Bob's presentation on Aloes and we finish with his
Editor: Barry McCormick look at the remarkable genus Euphorbia. Don't miss this program
jbarrymcc@earthlink.net from areally excellent speaker and someone who really knows,
Deadline for copy:18th of each month grows, and loves these plants.

TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org

] Sunday, December 10, 2006
Next Meeting 12:00 Noon.
Thursday, November 2, 2006.

Junior League of Tucson Holiday Party
2099 E. River Road, Tucson

Meeting Place Parking  Junior L fT
November Refreshments g seeceeee - K?\?guB?gg. |

Those with family names beginning with < E 2099 E. River Road
AtoF, pleasebringyour choiceof | 21 2| ‘e 299-5753
refreshment to the meeting. -:.....
Everyone is Welcome! teeer
Bring your friends, join in the fun, |
and meet the cactus and succulent River Road

. St. Phillip’s
community. Plaza

Campell

Camino Escuel




November Field Trip

On November 18, at 9 am we have
scheduled atrip to Plants for the
Southwest, owned and operated by
Gene Joseph and Jane Evans. The
facilities consist of nine
greenhouses and various shade
houses and outside growing areas, each of a
different configuration, totaling about 17,000 sg. ft.
Some of the unique plantsin the nursery are
Adenium, lithops and astrophytums. Gene will be
our quide to answer our guestions and show us the
beautiful cacti and succulents he propagates and
grows from seed.

A
N

| F. LOWELL

| BLACKLIDGE
[l Plants for the
CLENN l Southweast

MIRAELE MILE

SPEEDWAY

FIRST AVENUE

The nursery islocated on the 2900 block of Stone,
at Blacklidge. The addressis 50 E. Blacklidge

Street. We will meet in front of the nursery where
thereis plenty of street parking.

?’;ﬁu{g oo N B P‘L‘

v R
7} Living Stones Nursery

&
Plants for the Southwest

Thetrip islimited to twenty people and will be
$5.00 a person. Reserve your place by calling 327-
1217 or by email at joietgo@yahoo.com.

Joie Giunta

Our Hosts at Plantsfor the Southwest

By 1985, my plant collection had outgrown my
home, so | left my job as plant propagator at the
Arizona Sonora Desert Museum to take care of
them, under the guise of running a plant business.
Fortunately, my future wife, Jane Evans, owned a
piece of property where she had her flower shop and
| could build my nursery, Plants for the Southwest.
In 1987, we acquired the Storms' lithops collection
and were immediately thrust into the mail order
world, where we took the name Living Stones
Nursery for our catalog business. In 1990, Jane
closed the flower shop to work full timein the
nursery. We currently have two greeters, Django
and Dally.

Gene Joseph

October Garden Tour

A special thank you to Bill Salisbury for opening
his garden to the Society. It was a special event.
The weather cooperted perfectly. Attendance was
light but steady, and many of the attendees were
relative newcomers anxious to see how to make a
spectacular cactus and succulent garden. We are
lucky to have this great example.
Jack Ramsey

Cactus Rescue

TCSS Members can participate
on our cactus rescues, which are
normally held early on Saturday
or Sunday mornings. Notices
are emailed to all Rescue Crew
Members on Thursdays. If you

. want to be on the notification
list please send an email to

CactusRescue@T ucsonCactus.org .

Joe Frannea



Rescue Crew Attacks Ocotillo Hill!

The Cactus Rescue Crew had the
opportunity to remove hundreds
of Ocaotillo from a 12 foot wide

17
i
iSiE

]

bl 4

‘;Ax-z ir! utility cut path for a new
A development near the Sonoita
A B Highway and Interstate 10. The
o -

rocky and hilly areawas a
challenge and required limiting the crew to about
twenty-five members for each rescue, due to the
- logistics of getting
into and out of the
area. Safety and
staying in the narrow
clear limits were
priorities. The 200
Ocaotillo rescued
varied from six inches
5l high to twelve-plus
N fect tall. Therewere
~ also somevery nice
native Agave plants,

Aga\)e parrili asa
special reward for the §
rescue crew.

Another October
rescue at anew Vail
School site near
Houghton and Bilby
roads not only
provided 125 very
lush barrels for our
Lew Sorensen sale,
but several Peniocereus greggii, Queen of the Night
were discovered. There were also several crested
Chollachain fruit cactus. One had three levels of
crests and was small enough to be dug up whole and
straped to adolly.

Joe Frannea

TCSS Volunteer Coordinator

Tucson Cactus Succulent Society has lots of
volunteer opportunities for those of you who would
like more involvement with this great group! Not
only with the monthly meeting needs, but also with
our sales, shows, and conferences.

With TCSS hosting the Cactus & Succulent Society
of AmericaBiennial Convention in 2009 there will

be great volunteer needs for us to accomplish the
stellar gathering that have envisioned.

At our next TCSS meeting on November 2nd, there
will be asign up sheet at the signin table. Leave
your name and information, including email address
if you haveit, and | will bein touch will you.

| look forward to meeting and working with all of
you,

Nancy Reid

TCSS Volunteer Coordinator
520 903-0245
desertreid@yahoo.com

SAHBA Fall Home & Garden Show
Draws a Crowd

The Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society set up an
educational 10’ x 10’ booth at the Southern Arizona
Home Builders Association Fall Home& Garden
Show. The show was held at the Tucson
Convention Center on October 6th through 8th. We
were proud to be one of the 450+ exhibitors. We
did not sell cactus but answered questions and
shared information about native plants, our Cactus
Rescue Crew Program, and other club activities.

Our booth featured about a dozen different native
cacti, information and Society brochures, display
photos, and door prize plants and books. We
handed out about 535 of our color cactus postcards
to those interested in native plants. The majority
who visited our booth were newcomers to Tucson
who were looking for landscape ideas and
information about their new world of native plants
called cactus.



’L‘;"" Newsletier of the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society
President’s M essage

This has been another
spectacular year for our
society and next year should
be even better. Barry
McCormick, Desert Breeze
editor, will have our color
year-in-review sectionin
the January issue so | will

' ' ' only say “thank you” for
your participation in 2006 and hope you will
continue in 2007 and beyond. The officers, board
of directors and committees do agreat job in
making sure that you get value from being a
member.

We must be doing something right since our
membership has grown by 30% this year to an
unbelievable 954 members at 641 addresses.

Our focus is education, conservation, information
and discovery. Offering you an opportunity to
support these areas has proved to be the basis of our
continued success.

We are not going stand still and think that we have
done all we need to. We want to move forward and
need your skills and enthusiasm to do so. Later on
this month the membership renewal formswill bein
the mail and the opportunity to renew, sign up for
committees or express your particular interests will
be solicited. Our new volunteer coordinators,
Nancy Reid and Daniel Tassone, will make sure that
you have the opportunity to participate in the
activities that interest you.

We want to develop a Tucson Cactus and Succulent
Coloring Book for children or other children’s
books about our favorite subject. We need artists
and writersto help us. We would also like to

devel op meeting programs about cactus and
succulent growing in the Sonoran Desert.  We want
to focus on cactus and succulent landscaping
opportunities both native and non native plants.
This might include a specia conference for
professionals and the general public to see and learn
about how to landscape with these plants. Let your
imagination wander and think about all the kinds of

activities that this society could do for you and the
rest of the community.

Don't forget that we are hosting the Cactus and
Succulent World in 2009 and you need to be a part
of thisevent. It will be great.

Finally, | want to take this opportunity to thank Gail
(treasurer) and George (secretary) Virtesfor their
many years as officers and board members. They
have decided not to run again for office. Gail and
George went far beyond their elected duties and for
the last two years were involved in every activity,
doing any and every job that needed to be done.
Every organization needs this kind of dedicated
members. We are al so fortunate that Gail and
George have done so much for TCSS. On behalf of
the entire society | thank them for their support,
kindness, dedication and hard work.

Happy Holidaysto all.
Dick Wiedhopf, President

BeaPart of TCSS-- Volunteer!

Many of you are new to Tucson and to the Tucson
Cactus Succulent Society. Welcome! Helping out
with Group activitiesis agreat way of getting to
know other members and to learn about cactus as
well.

Volunteers, known as behind-the-scenes-people,
really make a difference in getting things done. For
our hosting of the 2009 Conference of the Cactus
Succulent Society of America, lots of greased
elbows will help make for a smooth running
machine. No specific jobs are determined at this
point but now is a good time to start helping out
with genera club tasks.

You will find Volunteer sign up sheets at the
Holiday Party and future monthly meetings. We
aim to create a"Volunteer Bank" to draw on when
time draws near. Jobs are various but would
include set up, hospitality, refreshments, plant sales
and shows, to name afew.

Happy Holidaysto all.

Nancy Reid

TCSS Volunteer Coordinator
520 903-0245
desertreid@yahoo.com

Field Trips

On October 29, atrip to Reddington Pass trip was

made with Matt Johnson. Matt is quite

knowl edgeabl e about the plants in and around the

Tucson area. Severa stops were made through the

pass, while Matt showed us various mammilarias
and agaves along with other
succulents and cacti in the area.

On November 18, we went to
Plants for the Southwest, where
Gene Joseph took us through his
nursery and explained how he sowed and
germinated seeds, told us how he acquired Living
Stones and showed us the various greenhouses and
the many forms and attributes of plants he
propagates. Gene's plants are not the usual variety
found here in the desert, but most are adaptable with
some needing just alittle extra care.

Both trips were excellent and al who attended had a
good time and were looking forward to more.

Joie Giunta

In Memoriam

James J. Honcoop
Gene Loring

ES

Library Update

Asusual, there will be no library
this December. All books taken
out in November do not haveto
/ be returned until January. If you

have any books that are overdue,
please return them, or if you are
unable to make the meetings, give me acall at 907-
7950 or email me at joietgo@yahoo.com to make
arrangements for getting the books back into
circulation.

=

Joie Giunta

Board Meetings

One of the reasons for the phenomenal success of
the Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society in the last
five yearsisthe dedication of the officers and board
members. While we all pitch in and make this
society great, the board keeps everything going
forward. The board meets at 7:00 pm monthly on
the second Tuesday of each month at the UA
College of Pharmacy. Anyone who would like to
attend iswelcome: see our website for directions.

Most of the business conducted at the meetings
comes before the membership in announcements at
the general meeting, and through the newsletter and
website.

Barry McCormick

The Officersand Board of Directors
of the Tucson Cactus and Succulent
Society congratulate the member ship
on agreat year and wish all members
and friends of the Society a happy
Holiday Season and a prosper ous
New Year.
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Lots & lotsto choosefrom.....
3/0/2/4]3]

Barrels- from 2" to 14" diameter (about $1 per inch)

Cactl Rescued Hedgehogs— from 1 to 20 heads (about $1 per head) December 2006
14 Berraien Acromplished
TCSS Club Membersreceive a 10% discount
Sunday, December 10, 2006
TCSSBOARD y12:00 Noon.
Logo Artwork by Vonn Watkins Officers | .
. President: Richard Wiedhopf Holiday Party & Gift Exchange
Upcoming Schedule Vice Pres 585t-6367 Watk Don't forget our Holiday Party. Turkey, ham, rolls,
ICe Fresiaent. vonn Ins H ! 3 q H
> December 10, 2006 Sunday — Holiday Party Secretary: George Virtes condi ments, drinks and tat_)l eware will be provi de(_i Bring
_ ; Treasurer: Gail Virtes your favorite hot or cold side dish or dessert, serving for ten,
» December 12, 2006, Tuesday 7:00 pm — Board Meeting . with serving utensils. Room setup will start at 11:00 am.
> Jenuary 4, 2006 - General Meeting B O i
Chris Monrad (2006) We have had a great year, let’smakeit special for others.
Mark Sitter (2006)
Norm Dennis (2007) Y ou may bring canned food or make a Holiday donation to the
Barry McCormick (2007) food bank.
Jack Ramsey (2007)
Marty Harow (2007) To participate in the gift exchange, bring a plant or plant
JJ%? Fgf\nn?a ((228888)) related wrapped gift of at least $7.50 value. If you bring a
ie Giunta . : . it ;
Nancy Reid (2008) gift, you receive a gift. Participation is optional.
Bill Salisbury (2008)
. CSSA Affiliate Rep: Helen Barb:
Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society Hlele ey e Band
i Cactus Rescue: Chris Monrad
7510 E. Rio Verde Rd. Educational: Joe Frannea
Tucson, AZ 85715-3537 Free Plants: Norma Beckman
Librarian: Joie Giunt . -
| or o'grrala;']g”v e Watkins If you did not already RSVP, but find your plans changed,
e, P Refreshments: Patsy Frannea please call 885-6367 or email tucsoncactus@comcast.net.

Sales: Jack Re_\msey
Technology: Kevin Barber Thursday, January 4, 2006

Editor: Barry McCormick 7:00 P.M.
jbarrymcc@earthlink.net .
Deadline for copy:18th of each month David Yetman

"The genera Neobuxbaumia and Pachycereus"
TCSS Web Page:www.tucsoncactus.org

Next M eeting
Sunday, December 10, 2006.
Junior League of Tucson

Meeting PI i
2099 E. River Road, Tucson eeting Place Rarking

Junior League of Tucson
Kiva Bldg.
cf— e 2099 E. River Road

........ 299_ 5753

December Refreshments
Enjoy the holiday party!

Campell
Camino Escuel
ceeg

River Road

Everyone is Welcome!
Bring your friends, join in the fun, St. Flflf;‘iigp’s
and meet the cactus and succulent

community.
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Roll on! Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society. 2006 has been agreat year! We have had great
meetings, with great speakers, attended by more members than ever. Our activities have increased and
our educational programs have expanded. We have rescued more cactus and worked harder to pass
them on to be planted throughout Tucson, and around the state. We are proud of what we have done
and thankful for all of our opportunities for friendships and the enjoyment of Cacti and Succulents.

The key to any organization such as oursisto have great meetings and great speakers. Thisyear’'s star
speakersinclude:

Myron Kimnach, Travels through Peru and Ernesto Sandoval, The Land of the Boojum and

Bolivia. the Cardon: Baja California's version of
Mark Muradian, Bulldozers Built My the Sonoran Desert.

Cactus Garden! Russell Wagner, Five Weeks of South Africain
Stuart Riley, Cactus and Succulent Fifty Minutes

Growing Methods in Europe. Bob Webb & Toni Yocum, Travelsin Africa
Greg Starr, A Thirteen-Day Journey and Arabialll: Aloes!; Travelsin Africa

Through Mexico, in two parts. and Arabia lV: Euphorbias.
Tom Van Devender, Cacti and the History Jon Weeks, Salicornia, The Sonoran Desert

of the Sonoran Desert Region. Succulent That Could.

Our meetings are more than just programs, and certainly the fellowship, exchange of ideas, accessto
our finelibrary, raffles and give-aways, and our great refreshments are the glue that holds us together.

Specia activities this year included Sonoran V1, an expanded "Goodbye to the heat Good Time Party
and Auction, and a number of special tours, nursery visits and garden tours.

Sonoran VI was the highlight of the year. Six great speakers and eleven workshops combined an
overview of the Sonoran Desert with practical tips on enjoying cacti and succulents. Vendor and
Rescue plant sales netted almost $10,000, thanks in part to the greatly improved sales area situated in a
large tent. Our member plant dISpl ays continue to grow year by year; we had over 200 plants
displayed. Thewinners : :

were: Mark Sitter with
Parodia warasii, Mark
Dimmitt with Tillandsia
cacticola, Miles
Anderson with
Operculicarya decaryi,
and Laurinda Oswald
with Deuterocohnia
brevifolia. Therea
winners were the
members and visitors who
were treated to a great L R e
plant show. '

Sonoran V| Sales Tent



Membership growth continues to astound us. Conservatively counting family memberships as two
members and all others as one, we have 961 members, up 26% from 760 ayear ago. Next year will
surely see us expand past 1000.

Certainly the greatest amount of time, energy, and suffering went into
g = cactusrescue. For year 2006 we saved over 6000 cacti during 28
rescues at 19 different sites. Dedication, hard work, and skill from over
200 TCSS Cactus Rescue Crew members are what make this program
S0 successful. 7
A great boon to
our rescue
effortsthis year
was obtaining
theuse of a
cactus storage
areaon Amphi
Public School
District land.
This past year our Cactus Rescue Program
contributed about $5,000 to the School Grant
Program. We awarded five monetary grants
totaling $1,950 and one grant providing 103
rescued cacti. Since the inception of the
program TCSS has awarded seventeen grants for atotal of $5,500. Also, several hundred rescued
. 2 cacti have been provided at nominal costs for various projects.

Cactus Rescue

Amphi Storage Site

We have focused on our mission statement this year, balancing
our four purposes. Education, Information, Conservation and
Discovery. Our highly successful spring and fall workshop series
continues to provide specia interesting and educational sessions
for our members. We continue to fund our School Grant
Programs, and are instituting a research grant program. We
provide cash prizes to science fair participants who choose cactus
and succulent themes. Our newsletter and web site continue to
keep usin touch with our members and all of Tucson.

Dave Palzkill a Carrillo Elementary  \We end the year with our holiday party. Great food and

fellowship accompany the introduction of the newly
elected board members and the recognition of special
awardees. Awards thisyear went to Bill Salisbury,
Dave Palzkill, Keimpe Bronkhorst, and James Thomas.
The President’s Special Service Award was presented
to George and Gail Virtes.

L ooking ahead to the coming year we will have many
new opportunties to enjoy our cacti and succulents:
Expo2007, more trips and events, continuing cactus
rescue and sales, and continued preparations for our
hosting of the 2009 Cactus and Succulent Society of
America symposium.

Special Service Award to Gail and George Virtes
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