
 

Thursday January 7, 2010 at 7 pm

"South Africa - The Northern Cape Part II"

Presented by Doug Dawson

In September, Doug gave our club a program on Part I of a trip
to the Northern Cape in South Africa. This follow-up program
will focus on that part of the Northern Cape from the coast at Port
Nolloth, many Richtersveld locations, over to Pofadder and down
to a bit south of Springbok. This is all part of the Succulent Karoo
Region which accounts for over 40% of the World's known
succulent species.

Doug is a retired mathematics professor at Glendale Community
College and now just teaches summer school each year to earn
money for his trips. Right now, seed growing seems to be his
greatest botanical passion. It yields much needed biodiversity. So
often, especially in the succulent area, propagation by cuttings
and even seed seems to limit the breadth of biodiversity. Much of
what we grow or can even get seed from, comes from sources
which have the same small gene pool for decades from a few
select plants. It is good to introduce wild-collected seed with data
from time to time to prevent a narrowing of genetic material. New
sports or cultivars also effervesce when lots of seedlings are
observed. With his lithops, it is like being able to go "rock"
collecting for prettier, shinier "living" stones without even leaving
his greenhouse. Doug is a past president of the Central Arizona
Cactus and Succulent Society in Phoenix and is also a member of
the TCSS.

He has done extensive botanical travels in Namibia and South Africa. Doug's program will include Mesembs, Euphorbias, Stapeliads and
other succulents, wild flowers and many bulbs. Most of the photos from his talk were taken in August, 2008 (early Spring), with a few
from a second trip in April and May of 2009 to show the same plants in blooming season or other conditions.

Please be sure not to miss the second part of Doug's exploration in South Africa. It will be a great way to start the new year!

© 1998-2020 Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society, Inc. All rights reserved.



 

Thursday February 4, 2010 at 7 pm

"Unusual Agaves, Aloes, and Yuccas"

Presented by Chad Davis

Curator of Agavaceae, Aloaceae, & Nolinaceae at the Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix, AZ

Agaves, aloes, and yuccas are fascinating plants that feature bold
forms, as well as dramatic colors and textures for our hot desert
landscapes. The vast array of sizes, colors and forms makes them
useful both as accents and specimen plantings. This presentation will
focus on some spectacular, yet underused, agaves and yuccas, as
well as durable aloes that can tolerate our climatic extremes. We will
discuss preferred site selection, maintenance practices, potential
cultural problems and pest of these amazing plant groups. Special
attention will be given to large arborescent species of aloes and
yuccas.

Chad has been with the Desert Botanical Garden since 2002. Prior
to his promotion to Curator of Agavaceae, Aloaceae, & Nolinaceae in
2003, Chad served in the Security Department as a Ranger at the
Garden.

As the Curator of Agavaceae, Aloaceae, & Nolinaceae, Chad curates
and maintains three primary plant collections in the Garden. This
entails tracking of collections, acquisition and propagation of suitable
plant material, designing and planting of garden displays and serving

on internal Garden committees. He regularly works with volunteer groups, has obtained and maintains a Certified Pesticide Applicator
License, as well as teaching in the Garden's Desert Landscaper School. Chad has designed and installed the Arizona Agave Beds,
expanded the Aloe Collection/displays in the Garden, coordinated the installation of the Succulent Gallery and the new Berlin Agave &
Yucca Forrest. He has given numerous presentations to environmental groups and garden clubs such as the Arizona Native Plant
Society, Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society and McDowell Park Association, as well as leading a workshop during the
Cactus and Succulent Society of America National Convention. He is a regular contributor to the Garden's Sonoran Quarterly and has
appeared on local and nationwide television shows.

Chad received an Associates of Applied Science in Urban Horticulture from Mesa Community College and is currently pursuing a
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies (BIS) degree combining the disciplines of Landscape Architecture and Urban Horticulture at Arizona
State University.

Please make sure you attend this excellent program and welcome Chad as our guest speaker! This will be a great opportunity for every
member. Please join us, bring a friend and come enjoy your evening!

Free Plant Giveaway

Plants for February are in the genus Mammillaria. A double-serving of specimen plant door prizes is offered for this month's meeting to
make up for last month!
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Thursday March 4, 2010 at 7 pm

"Wild Cacti and Succulents in the Eastern USA"

Presented by Michael Chamberland from the Tucson Botanical Gardens

Succulents in the Eastern States are isolated in small areas of
special habitat. Many are rare and local, little known, and seldom
illustrated in mainstream wildflower guides. Succulent plants are
few and rare in the Northeastern States. The number of succulent
species increases exponentially as one travels into the Southern
States, with Florida possessing more succulents than the other
Eastern States combined. The number of succulents increases as
one travels south through Florida, culminating in the Florida Keys,
where columnar cacti and arborescent prickly pears grow. This is
the northern margin of the Caribbean flora. Non-native succulent
species in Florida include Aloes, Crown-of-thorns, Kalanchoe,
Epiphyllum, and some other cacti. The non-native succulent species
are almost as numerous as the native succulents in Florida. But
they have not become truly invasive like the worst of Florida's
exotics. In other States, the introduced succulents are principally
Sedums and other Crassulaceae, usually of minor and short-lived
occurrence.

Michael Chamberland is the Curator of Horticulture at the Tucson
Botanical Gardens. He has studied plants at the University of
Connecticut and Arizona State University. With a degree in
Botany, he has worked both in herbaria and botanical gardens
around the USA. Michael has mounted numerous treks into the
most remote and forbidding parts of the Eastern States. Having
lived to tell about it, he will shed light on the myths and dark
secrets of this little known part of the succulent world.

This will be a very special program that may open your eyes to
plants you never thought would be growing in the Eastern States.
Please bring your friends, join us and welcome Michael as he takes
the floor and presents a much needed subject to our club.

 

 

Free Plant Giveaway

Golden Barrel, Echinocactus grusonii

Native to Mexico (Queretaro) where it is endangered in the wild. This plant is fairly slow growing to 3 feet tall (90 cm), 3 feet in diameter
ultimately. The Golden Barrel is one of the most commonly used and widely available landscape cactus in the American Southwest . It is

popular for its golden spines that keep looking attractive after several years. The Golden Barrel has 1.5 to 2 inches (4-5 cm) yellow flowers
from the end of March to the end of April. The flowers are produced only on mature specimens receiving enough full sun. The flowers are

not very visible, being small in relation to the size of the barrel, and lost in the creamy colored wool at the top of the globe. Water
generously in summer. www.deserttropicals.com/Plants/Cactaceae/Echinocactus_grusonii.html
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Thursday April 1, 2010 at 7 pm

"Taxonomy For Cactus Lovers: Latin shouldn't be Greek to you"

Presented by Mark Dimmitt

This program will explain and richly illustrate the system of
taxonomic classification (and nomenclature) in nontechnical

language, explain its purpose, extol its benefits, and decry its
considerable shortcomings. It will begin by reviewing an animal

classification system, which everyone actually already knows (e.g.,
dogs, cats, hoofed animals). Mark will then transfer this innate

knowledge to the plant kingdom, with emphasis on succulents. He
will show how to identify several of the plant families that we grow.
Finally, he will explain the value of having some basic knowledge of
plant nomenclature when purchasing plants for your collection (and

fruits for your table).

Mark Dimmitt, Ph.D. formally majored in zoology throughout his
college career, but also studied botany and ecology extensively. After

earning his Ph.D. in Biology from the University of California at
Riverside, he spent four years as a vertebrate ecologist in the

California Desert District of the Bureau of Land Management. He
moved to Tucson in 1979 to become Curator of Botany at the

Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum and in 1997 he became the Director
of Natural History. This position allowed him to conduct field research

and share oversight of the scientific aspects of the museum's
operations. Mark has published numerous popular articles on

horticulture (he is an avid plant hybridizer) and several articles on
desert ecology. He is also the creator of the 'Desert Museum' hybrid
Palo Verde. He is well known for his hybrids, especially his study of

the adenium and various cacti. In 1999, he received the Friend Award
from The Cactus and Succulent Society of America for his outstanding
accomplishments with cacti and succulents. He has also co-authored
a new book, "Adenium: Sculptural Elegance, Floral Extravagance".

Mark is an excellent speaker and will deliver a program that should
be extremely educational to everyone. Be sure to mark you calendar

now and join us on "April Fool's Day" for a program you will really
enjoy.

 

 

Free Plant Giveaway

Gasteria Bicolor and other species

Gasteria is a genus of succulent plants native to South Africa. Closely-related genera include Aloe and Haworthia. The genus is named for
its stomach-shaped flowers and is part of an expanded Asphodelaceae family. Gasteria species should be grown in well-drained, sandy

soils. The majority of the species prefer light shade and should be protected from direct sunlight or other extreme conditions. They do best
in pots on patios in our climate. Inorganic pebble mulch can be placed around the plant to prevent weeds from growing and hold in

moisture. Watering should occur frequently in the spring, summer, and autumn, but should not overwhelm the plant. It is suggested to
suspend watering the Gasteria in the winter.
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Thursday May 6, 2010 at 7 pm

"Large Opuntias of the USA: What Are They and Where Are They"

Presented by Joe Shaw

 

This program describes the large Opuntia species of the USA and provides photographic information about the plants, as well as
information about where they occur. Information is presented for about 25 species of Opuntia. A 10-minute follow-up talk will be presented

that describes Opuntia-animal interactions; mammals, birds and insects.

Joe obtained his B.S. in Botany (UC Santa Barbara) and a doctoral degree in Plant Pathology at (UC Davis). He was an associate professor
in the Department of Botany and Microbiology at Auburn University from 1988-1998. Since 1998 he has worked in the biotechnology
industry, first mining the mouse genome for druggable genes and now as a medical/scientific writer. For the past few years he has

collaborated with David Ferguson (Rio Grande Botanic Garden, Albuquerque, NM) to document the Opuntia species of the USA in a Web
site http://opuntiads.com. Joe lives in Germantown, Maryland with his companion and dog.

This will be a special program for everyone to enjoy. Please join us for an excellent topic for all who have wanted to know more about
these marvelous cacti. Let's welcome Joe to our Tucson organization by coming out and enjoying the Opuntias.

 

Free Plant Giveaway

Free plant (cuttings From Mark Dimmitt ): Opuntia alta
'Fruit Punch'. Opuntia alta is a hexaploid species that
originated as a natural hybrid between O. engelmannii
lindheimeri and O. stricta. In 1999 Tom Wiewandt gave
Mark Dimmitt a pad of a plant he collected near McAllen,
Texas. It was the most colorful prickly pear he saw there,
with reddish-purple flowers. Mark Dimmitt grew about 100
seedlings from this plant, and selected this clone as the
best of them. 'Fruit Punch' is an extremely vigorous and
floriferous cultivar. (The plant in the photo is a five-year-old
cutting.) It is covered with large purplish-red flowers in
May, and continues to grow new pads and some flowers

through the summer. It comes from a wetter, more humid climate, and needs supplemental water in southern Arizona.

Raffle plant (cutting): Opuntia unknown hybrid 'Tucson Ruby':
This plant volunteered in the wash on Mark Dimmitt's property.
It looks pretty much like a normal O. engelmannii, but it
evidently crossed with one of the red-flowered plants in his yard.
The flower color varies with the weather from blood red to red-
orange to reddish-purple. 'Tucson Ruby' is a normal prickly pear
in size, and is desert-adapted (plant it and forget about it).
Flowers in May.
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Thursday June 3, 2010 at 7 pm

"Travels in Africa and Arabia: The Genus Sansevieria"

Presented by Bob Webb and Toni Yocum

Be sure to attend this program by Bob and Toni as they have put together yet another great exploratory adventure. You don't want to miss
this presentation!

Bob Webb has worked on land-use issues, landscape ecology and conservation concerns of the southwestern United States and Baja
California for more than 30 years. For the past 12 years, he has worked with Mexican government scientists on plant conservation issues
in Baja California centering on cirio, cardon, and other charismatic species that are iconic to the peninsula. He has a Ph.D from the
University of Arizona in Geosciences (1985) and has worked for the National Research Program of the U.S. Geological Survey for nearly 20
years.

Bob has collected succulent plants for about 20 years. For his day job, he is a hydrologist with the U.S. Geological Survey in Tucson;
however, he has worked as a plant ecologist in the southwestern United States and Baja, California for nearly 30 years. He's been traveling
to the Arabian Peninsula and Africa since the mid-1990s and has visited Oman, Kenya, Socotra, Yemen and South Africa in search of
succulent plants.

Bob has produced around 200 publications, including 12 books, with many more on the way. Several of these books are benchmark
volumes on environmental change in the Mojave and Sonoran Deserts. Bob Webb and Toni Yocum are owners of Arid Lands
Greenhouses at 3560 W. Bilby Road Tucson AZ 85746 Phone: (520) 883-9404.

 

Free Plant Giveaway

Stapelia asterias:
They are a medium sized, stemmed stapelia with dark purple, odiferous flat starfish shaped flowers about 4-5 inches across. They survive
outside for years, with some die back during the coldest winters. They work well in pots or in the ground under cover of a tree or shrub.
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Thursday July 1, 2010 at 7 pm

"Spectacular Saguaros and Spectacular Lightning Strikes"

Presented by Carl Noggle

The Tucson area is famous for spectacular lightning and spectacular saguaros. We get about three or four flashes per square kilometer per
year, and most of us have wondered how our favorite charismatic desert dwellers manage to survive in this threat environment. An
intrepid local group of lightning researchers, arid-lands botanists and other assorted desert rats has investigated this for several years,
and we will present the results of our study. Many important questions will be answered, including, but not limited to:

Why aren't all the saguaros burnt to a crisp?

Just what happens when a saguaro is zapped by lightning, anyway?

I have a nice saguaro in my front yard. Can I protect it from being struck?

How do I protect myself from being struck?

Is there any way to recognize a lightning-struck saguaro?

Is this really a serious research program, or are you guys just fooling around in the desert?

How can I help?

Carl Noggle owes his life to the Sonoran Desert, having moved here as a child from Michigan because of asthma. He has lived here for 52
years, and has always had an interest in desert plants, animals, rocks, weather, etc. He has a degree in physics from the University of
Arizona, and for much of his career has been part of a group that developed the first accurate real-time lightning location technology. This
system is now providing accurate lightning locations and tracking storms worldwide. In his spare time Carl hikes and bikes around the
area, grows a few cactus and gives occasional educational high-voltage electrical shows. He lives in Tucson, and although he has lived
elsewhere for a few years on occasion, he has always seen the light and returned.

Please welcome Carl, one of our members, for a whole new way of thinking about our native saguaro, Carnegiea gigantea. Please be sure
to attend his amazing look at the natural world of the saguaro and how it relates to the electrical forces of nature.

*** Sent by Carl after the meeting

Lightning items of interest--

Thanks for the opportunity to talk to the Society last Thursday. Members asked many excellent questions.

Here are a couple of really cool Youtubes of lightning development processes--

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nh15VjGkK5Y&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t94m27jycrc

A lightning-struck saguaro can be identified by the pile of green, healthy arms around the base, while the trunk is rotting, or has become a
bundle of dry sticks. Please report any such saguaro to Carl Noggle at 318-9905 or at lwx@cox.net. Please give good location information
and the date and time of striking, if you know it. GPS locations are always helpful.
A paper on lightning and saguaros is available at lwx@cox.net.

 
 

Free Plant Giveaway

Agave victoriae-reginae

Agave victoriae-reginae is a very slow growing but tough and beautiful Agave. It is considered to be one of the most beautiful and
desirable species. It forms individual slow growing dense rosettes up to 45 cm in diameter (but usually rarely grows taller than 22 cm),
most populations are solitary, but some offset heavily. It is extremely variable with the very open black-edged form sporting a distinct
name (King Ferdinand's agave, Agave ferdinandi-regis) and several forms that are the more common white-edged form. Loves full sun

with supplemental water or slightly filtered light, completely frost hardy. Does very well in pots or in the ground.
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Thursday August 5, 2010 at 7 pm

"Unusual Agaves, Aloes, and Yuccas"

Presented by Chad Davis - Curator of Agavaceae, Aloaceae, & Nolinaceae at the Desert
Botanical Garden in Phoenix, AZ

Agaves, aloes, and yuccas are fascinating plants that feature bold
forms, as well as dramatic colors and textures for our hot desert
landscapes. The vast array of sizes, colors and forms makes them
useful both as accents and specimen plantings. This presentation will
focus on some spectacular, yet underused, agaves and yuccas, as
well as durable aloes that can tolerate our climatic extremes. We will
discuss preferred site selection, maintenance practices, potential
cultural problems and pest of these amazing plant groups. Special
attention will be given to large arborescent species of aloes and
yuccas.

Chad has been with the Desert Botanical Garden since 2002. Prior
to his promotion to Curator of Agavaceae, Aloaceae, & Nolinaceae in
2003, Chad served in the Security Department as a Ranger at the
Garden.

As the Curator of Agavaceae, Aloaceae, & Nolinaceae, Chad curates
and maintains three primary plant collections in the Garden. This
entails tracking of collections, acquisition and propagation of suitable
plant material, designing and planting of garden displays and serving

on internal Garden committees. He regularly works with volunteer groups, has obtained and maintains a Certified Pesticide Applicator
License, as well as teaching in the Garden's Desert Landscaper School. Chad has designed and installed the Arizona Agave Beds,
expanded the Aloe Collection/displays in the Garden, coordinated the installation of the Succulent Gallery and the new Berlin Agave &
Yucca Forrest. He has given numerous presentations to environmental groups and garden clubs such as the Arizona Native Plant
Society, Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society and McDowell Park Association, as well as leading a workshop during the
Cactus and Succulent Society of America National Convention. He is a regular contributor to the Garden's Sonoran Quarterly and has
appeared on local and nationwide television shows.

Chad received an Associates of Applied Science in Urban Horticulture from Mesa Community College and is currently pursuing a
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies (BIS) degree combining the disciplines of Landscape Architecture and Urban Horticulture at Arizona
State University.

Please make sure you attend this excellent program and welcome Chad as our guest speaker! This will be a great opportunity for every
member. Please join us, bring a friend and come enjoy your evening!

 
 

Free Plant Giveaway

Gymnocalycium asterium

Gymnocalycium asterium has a low brown stem, short semi-erect brown spines, and whitish/pink flowers. Give ample airflow, bright
filtered light, and protect from frost. Gymnocalycium is a genus of about 70 South American species. Their main area of distribution is
Argentine, part of Uruguay, Paraguay, southern Bolivia and part of Brasil. Most species are globose, rather small varying from 1.5 to 6

inches in size (4 cm to 15 cm). They are popular for their easy flowering habits, although the flowers are generally brightly colored. They
are also popular for their ease to care for. The genus name "gymnocalycium" comes from the Greek for "naked calyx" referring to the

flower buds bearing no hair or spines.
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Thursday September 2, 2010 at 7 pm

"General Overview on the Subfamily Opuntioideae"

Presented by Raul Puente-Martinez

Curator of Living Collections and Research Botanist
at the Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix, Arizona

Raul Puente-Martinez divides his time at the Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix, Arizona as the Curator of Living Collections and as a
Research Botanist. He is responsible for curatorial aspects such as plant acquisition, maintaining the database and mapping of the
Garden's Living Collection. His main research interest is the systematics of the genus Opuntia (pricklypears) in northern Mexico,
particularly in the states of San Luis Potosi, Coahuila and Sonora. He is also working on a taxonomic revision of the genus Nopalea, a
unique group of tropical prickly pears from Mexico and Central America which are pollinated by hummingbirds. Raul's studies are based on
fieldwork as well as morphology, chromosome numbers and pollen morphology, among other techniques. As a collaborator for the
Vascular Plants of Arizona project, he has written various family treatments as well as produced a number of plant illustrations.

 
 

 

 

Free Plant Giveaway

Echinocereus viridiflorus "Green Pitaya"

This hedgehog is native to Northern Mexico and continuing from Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas
and Oklahoma. Hedgehog cacti are reliable bloomers in Spring. This hardy, small clumping species is easy to grow in a pot. Beautiful

greenish/yellow flowers appear in February and March. This species readily forms nice tight clumps and looks great in pots. Plants look
best with morning sun and afternoon shade. Regular water and monthly fertilizer will enhance growth and flowering.
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Thursday October 7, 2010 at 7 pm

"Fog to Glaciers: A Tour of Peruvian Cacti and Bromeliads"

Presented by Jan Emming

Peru is known to possess some of the most dramatically varied scenery and diverse ecology in the world. Home to a huge variety of
natural habitats ranging from hyper-arid coastal fog deserts to soaring Andean heights and Amazonian rainforests, the country is a
botanical paradise. There are nearly 300 species of cacti known from Peru in over 20 genera, including a number of endemics. There are
also numerous bromeliads, many of which are of interest to people who grow succulents since they frequently share the same habitats and
growing conditions with the cacti and have showy flowers.

This visual tour of Peruvian cacti and bromeliads focuses mainly on the arid coastal regions, the steep Andean valleys located just inland
from the Pacific Ocean, and the highlands set amongst the dramatic glaciated peaks in the western and southern parts of the country.
There are many additional species that grow in the northern and eastern portions of Peru in dry tropical forest and even moist rainforest,
but the huge size of the country (almost twice that of Texas) more or less precludes covering the entire nation in one trip, or one program.
Nonetheless, some of the most iconic Peruvian plants will be shown in this presentation of an extremely diverse and beautiful place.

Jan Emming lives in the small town of Yucca, located in the far northwestern reaches of Arizona where the Mojave Desert inter grades
naturally with the Sonoran Desert. In 1999 he started Destination:Forever Ranch and Gardens, a combination botanical collection and
sustainable-living experiment on 40 acres set in the southwestern foothills of the Hualapai mountain range. After 11 years of work, Jan is
about ready to complete his first residential structure, a 600-square foot guest house, and move permanently onto the D:F Ranch property
for the first time. He has learned that cows will not eat papercrete. He also expects that major progress can finally be made on the
horticultural aspects of the property since living there full-time will finally enable him to deal adequately with the legions of gnawing
rodents that inhabit the wilderness, causing tremendous plant mortality unless closely monitored. In the desert, it seems that everything
is always looking for a meal. A brief update will be provided as to the status of this venture, as requested by the TCSS' venerable
president, Dick Wiedhopf.

We are very happy to again have Jan present us with a spectacular program that will take us to a truly magnificent cactus and succulent
location far south of Tucson. Please don't miss this great program from one of our devoted members from Yucca, Arizona!

 

 
 

Free Plant Giveaway

Boojums

Fouquieria columnaris "Boojums" are cool season growers. This means they are actively growing Fall, Winter and Spring in the Desert
Southwest. In the summer when the temperatures soar they are essentially dormant. Boojums are native to a small spot on coastal

Sonora and Central Baja, with the main population being in Central Baja. Mature Boojums should be encouraged to grow October through
April in Tucson. This means regular watering at this time unless we receive adequate rainfall. Once the daytime high temperatures

consistently stay near 100 degrees cut back on watering because the plant is dormant. Small plants should be watered regularly enough to
keep green leaves. In many cases for a small 2 1/4 Inch potted plant that will be twice a week watering.
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Thursday November 4, 2010 at 7 pm

"Cacti of the Northern Mojave and Adjacent Areas"

Presented by Donald Barnett Jr.
Native Plant Horticulturist at the Springs Preserve in Las Vegas, Nevada

Donald's parents both have Biology degrees and have always been his largest influence. At the age of 5 years old he was fascinated with
Dinosaurs. Dinosaurs were extinct and his parents encouraged him into Herps (Reptiles and amphibians) and the outdoors. He did a large
amount of traveling to Americas' National Parks and looked closely at the true beauty of nature. Around the age of 8 years old the "idea"
of xeriscaping began showing up in Colorado. His father convinced his mom to convert their non-sustainable lawn into a desert rock
garden. He started out with a handful of native cactus including the red flowering strawberry cactus, Echinocereus triglochidiatus and
eventually he had over 100 species of cactus and 25 species of Agave. At 11 years old, he was more into cactus and succulents and began
experimenting with growing Yucca and Agave from seed. Later he began growing many species of cactus including Sclerocactus and
pediocactus from seed. At 17, he began working for Wild Things Wholesale Nursery in Pueblo, CO. They specialized in growing natives
including succulents of southeastern Colorado to northern New Mexico. At 19 he found a job in Las Vegas, Nevada at the new

Las Vegas Springs Preserve. He is currently a horticulturist there with many duties, including managing the seed repository, herbarium
and over seeing all the cactus and succulent propagation. Now at the age of 22 his main hobby besides plants is Photography, the website,
http://donnie-barnett.artistwebsites.com has a large amount of photos taken while hunting for the rare species of cactus within the
area.

"Cacti of the Northern Mojave and Adjacent Areas" originally was a book idea and is in progress. At the moment it is a PowerPoint
presentation and is a 'complete' overview of cactus in Nevada, although the main area covered is from the Vermillion Cliffs National
Monument, Arizona to Death Valley National Park, California and from Joshua Tree National Park, California to the Great Basin National
Park, Nevada. Many genera of cactus are found throughout, including the genera Echinocactus, Echinomastus, Escobaria, Ferocactus,
Opuntia, Pediocactus and Sclerocactus. Each Species will be pictured and described with great detail, including habitat, elevation and a few
locations where the plants may be viewed. All the information on these plants has been acquired through reading and 3 years of field
work. He will go into the Opuntiads with great detail and explain the differences between each of the Opuntias in Southern Nevada.

Free Plant Giveaway

Ferocactus macrodiscus
Ferocactus macrodiscus is a small barrel cactus, reaching a full size of about 5-6 inches tall and 8-12 inches across. These are found

naturally hiding out among the grasses in the southern Mexican state of Oaxaca. When traipsing about down there, one must keep the
head down to avoid stepping on these hidden gems. This species is one of the most satisfying to grow as they will produce their pink,

candy striped flowers when only about 3-4 inches across. Keep the plants shaded; water them about once a week in the summer, and then
once every two to three weeks from fall until spring. 

Thelocactus hexaedrophorus
Thelocactus hexadrophorus is a hardy, single stemmed, Chihuahuan Desert cactus that gets about 3-4 inches tall and up to 6-8 inches

across. Beautiful, white or pink flowers will appear repeatedly throughout late spring and summer. These are found growing among small
rocks on the slopes of limestone hills. Grow these in full sun or very light shade; water about once a week in summer, and then once every

two to three weeks in the winter.
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