
 

Thursday January 6, 2011 at 7 pm

"Cactus Cultivation and More!"

Presented by Scott McMahon,

"Cactaceae Collections Manager" at the Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix, Arizona

Scott McMahon is the Cactaceae Collections Manager at the Desert Botanical Garden (DBG). He received his Masters degree in Plant
Protection from the U of A in 1977 and worked for 5 years in the agrichemical industry in Arizona and Southern California. Scott?s father
was a commercial landscaper, and Scott gained valuable experience in landscape design, installation, and maintenance working for him on
and off over the years. Scott has also worked in the electronics industry as a technician and has held a K-8 elementary teaching certificate.
Scott is a member of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America and also of the local affiliate, the Central Arizona Cactus and
Succulent Society, where he served two terms as President. Scott started with the DBG as their arborist and became a Certified Arborist
a year later. Scott?s current duties include caring for the Garden?s extensive cactus collection, including numerous succulents from other
families. Scott is an instructor in the Desert Landscaper School, teaching classes in both English and Spanish on desert trees, the
Cactus Family, and on other succulents. Scott?s ability to speak Spanish has also enabled him to participate in workshops on desert
landscaping in Mexico.

This will be a program that everyone should greatly enjoy. Scott is really good at presentations and will give you lots of ideas. If you
haven't met Scott, please attend this program and introduce yourself. Join us for the new year and let's start 2011 with an excellent guest
speaker!

Free Plant Giveaway

Aloe

Aloe, is a genus containing about four hundred species of flowering succulent plants. The genus is native to Africa, and is common in
South Africa's Cape Province, the mountains of tropical Africa, and neighboring areas such as Madagascar, the Arabian peninsula, and the
islands of Africa. Most of the smaller species are excellent for pot culture in Tucson, given filtered light and protection from hard freezes.
Plants in well draining soil and keep pots on the small size to avoid rotting from excess water, especially in the summer when they are
dormant. Aloe blossoms are a great source of winter and early spring color.
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Thursday February 3, 2011 at 7 pm

"An Introduction to the Hoyas and Dischidias"

Presented by Ted Green

Ted maintains a sizeable collection of Hoyas and Orchids in Kaaawa, Hawaii. Since 1963, he has field collected in Australia, Borneo, Fiji,
Indonesia, Malaysia, New Guinea, the Philippines, the Samoas, Tahiti, Singapore, the Solomons, Thailand, New Caledonia and Vanuatu.
Ted also goes collecting at least once a year to the South Pacific or to tropical Asia.

Ted operates Green: Plant Research, a company that investigates problems in horticultural and agricultural crops, does plant exploration
for potentially economic horticultural plants and introduces them into the U. S. They will also propagate, by micro and macro methods,
endemic and exotic horticultural and agricultural plants - Hoyas, Dischidias, orchids, bananas, etc. Green: Plant Research also sells
collected and propagated, select plant materials.

Green: Plant Research
P O Box 597, Kaaawa, Hawaii 96730
Telephone/Fax: (808) 237-8672
Email: GREENT010@HAWAII.RR.COM

This will be a program that introduces something quite different to Tucson succulent collectors and enthusiasts. Hoyas are great plants to
grow and will only need a little shade and lots of water during our hot summer months. Those who have greenhouses can easily start and
maintain a good collection. Now is your excellent opportunity so please attend this program and introduce yourself to Ted Green. Ted will
also be bringing some "well selected" Hoya cuttings to sell so please get some of these great plants from an expert grower and collector!

Ted, on the right - Hoya lauterbachii on the left

Free Plant Giveaway

Aloe

Aloe, is a genus containing about four hundred species of flowering succulent plants. The genus is native to Africa, and is common in
South Africa's Cape Province, the mountains of tropical Africa, and neighboring areas such as Madagascar, the Arabian peninsula, and the

islands of Africa.

Most of the smaller species are excellent for pot culture in Tucson, given filtered light and protection from hard freezes. Plant in well
draining soil and keep pots on the small size to avoid rotting from excess water, especially in the summer when they are dormant. Aloe

blossoms are a great source of winter and early spring color.
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Thursday March 3, 2011 at 7 pm

"Cactus Forays in the Madrean Archipelago"

Presented by Tom Van Devender

Tom's program will include new information about quite a few cacti. Here is a list of the species included in his presentation: Coryphantha
robbinsorum, Coryphantha vivipara, Coryphantha recurvata, Echinocereus pseudopectinatus, Echinocereus rigidissimus, Echinocereus
stoloniferus, Echinocereus scopulorum, Echinocereus lauii, Mammillaria saboae goldi & haudeana and Peniocereus greggii.

Thomas R. Van Devender is the Manager of the Madrean Archipelago Biodiversity Assessment program at Sky Island Alliance. He
was the Senior Research Scientist at the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum from 1983 to 2009 where he conducted research on a broad
range of natural history activities. He has published well over a hundred research publications including journal articles, book chapters,
and books on the cacti of Sonora, desert grassland, packrat middens and the paleoecology of the southwestern deserts, and the Sonoran
desert tortoise. He is coeditor with Francisco Molina on a book entitled Diversidad Biológica del Estado de Sonora published by the
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México in Hermosillo, Sonora in 2010. He has a long-term interest in the flora of the Sonoran
Desert Region, and has collected over 25,000 herbarium specimens, which are deposited into the herbaria at the University of Arizona
(Tucson), Universidad de Sonora (Hermosillo), and many others. In recent years, he has provided photovouchers of cacti to ten herbaria in
the United States, Mexico, and Europe. He has surveyed plants in many vegetation types in Sonora. He and his wife Ana Lilia Reina-
Guererro have a special interests in the plants of La Frontera, the 100 kilometer zone in northern Sonora just south of the Arizona border,
and in the Yécora area in the Sierra Madre Occidental in eastern Sonora. They have studied the ecology of the Chihuahuan Desert night-
blooming cereus (Peniocereus greggii var. greggii), the Cochise foxtail cactus (Coryphantha robbinsorum), the false rainbow cactus
(Echinocereus pseudopectinatus), the El Trigo hedgehog (E. lauii), and the choyita (Mammillaria saboae var. haudeana).

He has a long-term interest in the flora of the Sonoran Desert Region, and has collected over 25,000 herbarium specimens, many of them
deposited into the herbaria at the University of Arizona (Tucson), Universidad de Sonora (Hermosillo), and the Centro de
Investigaciones Biológicas del Noroeste (La Paz, Baja California Sur). He has surveyed local floras in the Sonoran Desert in the Tucson
Mountains, Sycamore Canyon, and Ironwood Forest National Monument in Arizona. He has also studied the plants in tropical deciduous
forest near Alamos in southern Sonora and Mazatlán in southern Sinaloa, and the pine-oak forests near Yécora in the Sierra Madre
Occidental on eastern Sonora. He and his wife Ana Lilia Reina-Guererro have a special interest in the plants of La Frontera, the 100
kilometer zone in northern Sonora just south of the Arizona border, where they have studied the ecology of the Chihuahuan Desert night-
blooming cereus (Peniocereus greggii var. greggii), the Cochise foxtail cactus (Coryphantha robbinsorum), and the false rainbow cactus
(Echinocereus pseudopectinatus).

Please make sure you have marked your calendar for this program by someone who has spent lots of time attending to various cactus
research projects in Arizona as well as Sonora, Mexico. Please also bring a friend or relative who would like to learn more about cacti.

Free Plant Giveaway

Aloe
Aloe, is a genus containing about four hundred species of flowering succulent plants. The genus is native to Africa, and is common in

South Africa's Cape Province, the mountains of tropical Africa, and neighboring areas such as Madagascar, the Arabian peninsula, and the
islands of Africa.

Most of the smaller species are excellent for pot culture in Tucson, given filtered light and protection from hard freezes. These plants will
want well draining soil and be sure to keep pots on the small size to avoid rotting from excess water, especially in the summer when they

are dormant. Aloe blossoms are a great source of winter and early spring color.
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Thursday April 7, 2011 at 7 pm

"Colorado Cacti"

Presented by Don Barnett

I acquired an appreciation for cactus at a young age. My father was an avid outdoorsman and our weekends and vacations were often
spent hunting and fishing in Colorado's wild lands. I developed a reverence for the natural world that eventually led to a degree in biology
from the University of Southern Colorado. When my wife and I moved into our home 15 years ago we decided to remove our lawn and put
in a xeric garden. I thought it would be nice to have every cactus species occurring in Colorado. I eventually learned more about other
cactus species from neighboring states and have about one hundred plus species in the garden. Panayoti Kelaidis of the Denver Botanic
Gardens has called it one of the finest xeric gardens he has seen. I am currently president of the Walking Stick chapter of the Colorado
Cactus & Succulent Society. I have travelled throughout Colorado and the southwest studying cacti with my son Donnie.

The presentation will cover all aspects of Colorado cacti. There will be detailed photographs of all species in habitat showing their
identifying characters and colorful flowers. I will provide a Colorado range made for each species and give you some specific locations so
you can see them for yourself in the wild. There are about twenty cactus species found in Colorado.

When people think of the state of Colorado they envision snow-capped peaks and sparkling alpine lakes. While much of the state is
mountainous, there are more areas of dry grasslands, mesas and plateaus. Elevation ranges from a low of 3,300' to 14,000' high mountain
peaks. This diverse topography leads to extreme climatic zones. The average precipitation for the overall state is 17 inches per year with
some areas receiving less than seven inches per year and some mountain locations having an excess of 60 inches per year. Temperatures
can range from well below zero in winter to 100 in the summer. Yet cacti inhabit the entire state with the exception of the high alpine
zone. Many animals and plants, including cacti, are at their northern range limits in southern Colorado.

Free Plant Giveaway

Mammillaria
Suitable for pot culture or in-ground cultivation, filtered light and well
draining soil are recommended for optimal appearance. Flowering is

generally in the spring and can also be opportunistic relative to watering
or rainfall. The blossoms are often quite showy and typically display in

a ring fashion around the crown of the plant.
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Thursday May 5, 2011 at 7 pm

"FUNctional Garden Art"

Presented by Greg Corman

Tucson artist Greg Corman is fine with plants sitting in a garden
looking pretty, but believes garden art should work for a living. He'll
illustrate ways you can incorporate art in the landscape so it does
double duty as planters, seating, walkways and other amenities that
make life better for you and for local wildlife too.

Greg Corman is a sculptor and landscape designer in Tucson. His art
work is primarily functional and includes wooden vessels, tables,
benches and bee habitats: he creates most of them from recycled
lumber and steel, found objects, and chunks of wood rescued from
the firewood pile.

Please join us for a great evening presentation and much, much
more. Enjoy sharing your thoughts and ideas with many others who
enjoy growing, collecting and studying cactus and other succulents!

Greg Corman's web site is at: Gardening Insights, Inc.

Free Plant Giveaway

Ferocactus pilosus

Spring brings a very showy (but smallish) flower and vivid spination in Ferocactus pilosus, native to the San Luis Potosi region of Mexico.
The red spines are often very thick and robust in better specimens, many of which are readily available from our member nurseries. The

spination quality is best when grown in full sun, although our piercing summer sun and low humidity can cause some discoloration of
tissue and sunburn. A reasonable compromise is to place the plant on the extreme south edge of the drip line of a Palo Verde such that the

plant is in full sun most months of the year excepting three or four weeks on either side of the summer solstice. Older plants will often
grow offsets. Specimens in my yard appear to have withstood the extreme cold of this winter, but I am aware of some casualties in other

parts of town. In any event , this species is a must have for the Ferocactus aficionado. 
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Thursday June 2, 2011 at 7 pm

"Variation and Evolutionary Processes in Cacti"

Presented by Marc Baker

Marc will be discussing variation in morphology and other characters, geographic isolation, polyploidy, and apogamy; and how these affect
evolution and taxonomy of cacti. Marc will present examples of studies in various North American and some South American cacti.

I first began studying cacti at an academic level for my Ph.D. with Dr. Pinkava at ASU who brought to my attention problems in chollas
centering on apogamy, hybridization, and polyploidy. I used various methods in an attempt to answer questions and test hypotheses with
the most successful centering on cytogenetics and multivariate analysis of morphological characters. Since then, I have used these
methods, along with classical taxonomic techniques to pursue problematic taxa in Opuntia, Cylindropuntia, Coryphantha, Echinocereus,
and other genera.

Just a note from the program director. Tom Van Devender brought to my attention the need to have Marc Baker as a guest speaker
because of his extensive knowledge of the Opuntia, Cylindropuntia and many other cacti genera. This should be a program you must not
miss! Please join us for a great evening and bring a friend for an excellent program and so much more.

Free Plant Giveaway

Thelocactus bicolor
Native to the Chihuahuan desert of Texas and northern Mexico,

Thelocactus bicolor has stunning pink to magenta blossoms. Regular
watering throughout the spring and summer can keep plants in nearly

continuous flower.
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Thursday July 7, 2011 at 7 pm

"The 2010 Saguaro Census"

Presented by Don Swann

Don Swann will present the results of the 2010 Saguaro Census, a once-a-decade "citizen science" program that Saguaro National Park
uses to monitor its signature plant. He will also speak about the ecological history of the park, which was established in 1933. During the
1940s, large numbers of large saguaros were observed to be dying, and declines in the Rincon Mountain's "Cactus Forest" continued for
several decades. Since the 1970s, large numbers of young saguaros have survived, and the number of saguaros in the park has increased.
Don's presentation will focus on the census, recent saguaro mapping projects at the park, the relationship between saguaros and climate
and Saguaro National Park's 2011 BioBlitz.

Don Swann is a biologist at Saguaro National Park. He has an MS in Wildlife Biology from University of Arizona, where his thesis was on
long-term monitoring in national parks, and a BA in Geology-Biology from Brown University. Don has worked in state and national parks in
Arizona and New England, and was an interpretive ranger for many years. He has
been at Saguaro since 1993, and his duties include monitoring of plants, animals, and water; education about natural resources; and
collaborative conservation and research projects such as the Saguaro Census and BioBlitz.

This program should be seen by all as the focus is on one of the representational plants of our state. The TCSS made contributions to this
research project so you as a member should see what was accomplished. Please come and join all of us for this special presentation and
please bring a friend.

Free Plant Giveaway

Saguaro
As in nature, young saguaros need a nurse tree in cultivation to

avoid sunburn and frost damage. Plant in the ground on the
south side of a native mesquite, acacia, palo verde or similar

tree to provide filtered / dappled light .
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Monthly Meeting

Thursday August 4, 2011 at 7 pm

"What is a Succulent?"

Presented by Mark Dimmitt

The title of Mark's program presents us with something to truly think
about and it may be a question that many people have a hard time
answering. Be sure to mark your calendar and make sure you attend
this important and informative program presentation. Your friends
and anyone interested are also welcome to join us.

Mark Dimmitt, Ph.D. formally majored in zoology throughout his
college career, but also studied botany and ecology extensively. After
earning his Ph.D. in Biology from the University of California at
Riverside, he spent four years as a vertebrate ecologist in the
California Desert District of the Bureau of Land Management. He
moved to Tucson in 1979 to become Curator of Botany at the
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum and in 1997 he became the
Director of Natural History. This position allowed him to conduct field
research and share oversight of the scientific aspects of the
museum’s operations. Mark has published numerous popular articles
on horticulture (he is an avid plant hybridizer) and several articles on
desert ecology. He is also the creator of the ‘Desert Museum’ hybrid
palo verde. He is well known for his hybrids, especially his study of
the adenium and various cacti. In 1999, he received the Friend Award
from The Cactus and Succulent Society of America for his outstanding
accomplishments with cacti and succulents. He has also co-authored
a special Adenium book, “Adenium: Sculptural Elegance, Floral
Extravagance”.

Free Plant Giveaway

Echinocereus viridiflorus
A green flowered hedgehog cactus, its native habitat

includes New Mexico, Texas, and northern Mexico. Bright
red and white spines contrast nicely with the bright green

flowers that ring the stem in late spring.
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Monthly Meeting

Thursday September 1, 2011 at 7 pm

"Cultivation of Boswellia"

Presented by Jason Eslamieh

Boswellia is probably best known as frankincense, and is well known
within the family Burseraceae.

Jason will cover a wide range of topics including history, the species,
cultivation, hybridization and staging. The presentation is geared
toward less emphasis on the general cultivation but more discussion
on individual species. The intent is to present all nineteen species in
the genus showing habitat photos as well as cultivated plants, and to
share a brief propagation method specific to each species.

Jason is part owner of the Miniatree Garden, a Tempe nursery
whose primary focus is on the Burseraceae family with an emphasis
on the Boswellia, Bursera and Commiphora species. He was
intimately involved with the arboretum at Arizona State University
and spent twenty years introducing a diverse group of species on the
main campus which ultimately received "arboretum" status. In short,
one could say that Jason is passionate about "plants" either in habitat
or in cultivation.

Please invite your friends and anyone interested to join us for a great
program, meet Jason and enjoy a discussion on the Boswellia.

Free Plant Giveaway

Agave
Various species of frost hardy agave, grown by Gene and Jane
at Plants for the Southwest, will be available to those members

that stay for the complete meeting on September 1st.
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Monthly Meeting

Thursday October 6, 2011 at 7 pm

"The Succulents of Mojave County"

Presented by Jan Emming

Northwestern Arizona is a place that is not typically on the radar of cactus and succulent enthusiasts, although the diversity of the region
is fairly high with at least 40 to 45 different taxa. On most maps showing human-created features, the region registers as a blank space,
with relatively few towns and roads. This does not mean the area is devoid of beautiful scenery and fascinating plants, some of which are
endemic. It is in NW Arizona that the ecological transition zone between three of America's major desert regions occurs - the Sonoran, the
Mojave, and the Great Basin/Colorado Plateau all converge here, and each one contributes unique elements to the flora of the area. This
program will feature the majority of the succulents to be found in this diverse and strikingly beautiful, less-traveled region of our great
southwestern deserts.

Jan Emming lives in the small town of Yucca, located in the far northwestern reaches of Arizona where the Mojave Desert intergrades
naturally with the Sonoran Desert. In 1999 he started Destination:Forever Ranch and Gardens, a combination botanical collection and
sustainable-living experiment on 40 acres set in the southwestern foothills of the Hualapai mountain range. After 11 years of work, Jan is
about ready to complete his first residential structure, a 600-square foot guest house, and move permanently onto the D:F Ranch property
for the first time. He has learned that cows will not eat papercrete. He also expects that major progress can finally be made on the
horticultural aspects of the property and gardens, since living there full-time will finally enable him to deal adequately with the legions of
gnawing rodents that inhabit the wilderness, causing tremendous plant mortality unless closely monitored. In the desert, it seems that
everything is always looking for a meal.

If you want to attend an excellent program from one of our Mojave County members and hear about Arizona's northwestern cacti and
other succulents, please join us for this presentation. Also, your friends are welcome!

Free Plant Giveaway

The free plants will be a surprise.
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Monthly Meeting

Thursday November 3, 2011 at 7 pm

"Preserving the pitaya reserves: Challenges from Sonora."

Presented by David Yetman

A few thousand hectares paralleling the coast of
southern Sonora comprise a distinct habitat--coastal
thornscrub--one of the world's richest columnar cactus
habitats. It is also one of the most endangered.
Beginning about fifteen years ago I began working
toward preserving parts of it, especially seeing how
quickly the forest was being plundered for firewood,
trampled by cattle, and cleared for buffelgrass.
Nongovernmental organizations in the Tucson area were
instrumental in helping set up the preserves, but the
political processes were more complicated than I
imagined, and still are. Political and social blockages are
quite different in Mexico from those in the United
States. As I discovered, maintaining these precious
habitats is like walking through unidentified minefields.

David Yetman is research social scientist and has been
at the Southwest Center since 1992. He received his
doctorate in philosophy from the University of Arizona in
1972. Yetman's research has been primarily directed
towards the state of Sonora, its indigenous people, their
history, and how they have incorporated native
resources into their lives. His books include "Sonora. An
intimate geography" (1996); "Scattered Round Stones.
A Mayo village in Sonora, Mexico" (1998); "Guarijíos of
the Sierra Madre. Hidden people of northwest Mexico"
(2002); and "The Ópatas. In search of a Sonoran
people" (2010). He has also written extensively on
native uses of plants in Sonora. His Mayo Ethnobotany.
Land, history, and traditional knowledge in northwest
Mexico (2002, co-authored by Thomas R. Van
Devender) combines ethnohistory and ethnobotany. His
2007 volume "The great cacti." Ethnobotany and
biogeography of columnar cacti documents columnar
cacti throughout the Americas, while a smaller work
"The Organ Pipe Cactus" (2006) describes the natural
history of the remarkable plant for which a U.S. Park
Service National Monument is named. In addition,
Yetman is author of numerous journal articles and book
chapters. He frequently lectures on deserts, their people
and their natural history. In addition to his writing,

Yetman served for nine years as host for the PBS documentary television series The Desert Speaks and will host the upcoming PBS series
In the Americas with David Yetman. He received an Emmy Award in 2007 for his documentary television work..

Free Plant Giveaway

Plants for the Southwest is the source for this
month's plants, an interesting selection of Lithops

and Haworthia. Be sure to attend the
November meeting to get your choice!
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