
 

Thursday January 2, 2014 at 7 pm

"A Digital Dozen: 12 Hints for Better Digital Plant Photography"

Presented by Irwin Lightstone

During the past dozen years, digital has gone from a novelty in a world ruled by film cameras to nearly totally supplanting film.  In the
course of this revolution, a bewildering array of cameras, techniques, software and equipment have flooded the market. In his program,
Irwin seeks to make sense of this brave new world; and  provide helpful, inspirational tips for your plant photography. 

Irwin Lightstone's "UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL"perspective reveals a world easily overlooked. Using cutting edge digital technology, Irwin
may merge as man as 100 nearly identical images, each with a different point of focus, creating final prints with unsurpassed clarity of
detail, depth, and texture. With his command of lighting, intimate knowledge of his subject , and prodigious technique, Irwin's work
reveals the mystery and wonder of a world not otherwise seen.

After 29 years practicing trial law, Irwin Lightstone closed his law firm to concentrate on his photography. Irwin is past president of the
North Texas Cactus and Succulent Society, past president of the Texas Association of Cactus and Succulent Societies, and a vice president
of the Fort Worth cactus and Succulent Society. He led numerous photographic seminars throughout the state including Houston, San
Antonio, Austin, Fort Worth, Plano, Kerrville, McKinney, and Dallas and was a featured speaker at the Gulf States Photographic Conference.
Additionally, he led programs sponsored by the Dallas Museum of Art, the Dallas Arboretum and the International Photography Hall of
Fame and the Cactus and Succulent Society of America. His photography has won numerous awards and is often featured in the Cactus
and Succulent Journal. Recently, many of Irwin's images of the artifacts of war in the book were featured in Exotische. Irwin was formerly
the Director of Photography at the Wilson History and Center. He published Succulent Abstracts and Absurdities in black and white.
Presently, he is working with Steven Hammer on the new mesemb book.

Irwin lives in Dallas with his wife, Robin, his two children, one cat and several thousand plants.
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Thursday February 6, 2014 at 7 pm

"Creating Bonsai with Desert-adapted Plants"

Presented by Tom Gatz

Tom will go over the basic steps of creating miniature living sculptures using desert-adapted leafy plants with an emphasis on those with
succulent qualities including Ficus, Fockea, Bursera, Pachycormus, Portulacaria, Pelargonium, Adenium, and Operculicarya.

Tom is a retired wildlife biologist and an avid gardener. He volunteers as a horticultural aide and as a docent in the education department
at the Desert Botanical Garden where he is certified as a desert landscaper. He is a member of the Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society,
the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society and the Phoenix Bonsai Society. He writes a monthly article for the DBG volunteer
newsletter on various aspects of landscaping and desert gardens, with emphasis on cactus, succulents, birds and bonsai, as well as articles
for the Central Spine. Tom's garden has been featured in Phoenix Home and Garden, The Sonoran Quarterly magazine published by the
Desert Botanical Garden and The Humane Society’s online magazine, All Animals and Modern Phoenix: The Neighborhood Network.
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Thursday March 6, 2014 at 7 pm

"From Road Kill to Rarity"

Presented by Steve Martinez

I started the cactus hobby in New York (Freeport, Long Island) in the early 1970s with a collection of dish gardens, A small greenhouse
was to follow not too long after. It became a lifelong hobby. My home club is the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society. I moved
from New York to Phoenix about 30 years ago. I was President of the Club in 2010-11-12, at which time I termed out. I was Show Chair in
2008, and have been Sales chair for several years. I own a specialty nursery called Succulentia, located at the Farm at South Mountain
(6106 S. 32nd St. Phoenix, AZ) which houses most of my collection as well as my sale plants. In recent years, I have been fortunate to be
able to travel to numerous cacti and succulent habitats, including South Africa, Namibia, Argentina, and Baja (North and South). My
companion on the Baja trip was Marjan Donko, a serious hobbyist from Slovenia, whom I met and became good friends with on our
Argentina trip. With various warnings of danger to our lives and the risk of losing my new Silverado pickup truck (all unfounded in my
opinion), we headed out in my wife's 2009 Hybrid Malibu and spent eight days driving along both paved and dirt roads in search of our
beloved plants of interest. This presentation will be the story of the wonderful trip we took the week of Thanksgiving, 2012. Thank you,
Steve Martinez
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Thursday April 3, 2014 at 7 pm

ARGENTINA
"An exploratory trip to Northwestern Argentina"

Presented by Guillermo Rivera

The presentation will cover the habitats of several provinces from
central and Northwestern Argentina, from salt flats to high elevation
Puna habitats. Gymnocalycium, Echinopsis, Parodia among many
others will be well represented, as well as some bromeliads and some
wildlife. Diversity and variability of plants in habitat within
populations and between populations will be addressed. Importance
of habitat knowledge will be discussed and its significance in plant
taxonomy.

Guillermo Rivera was born in Argentina but currently residing in
Florida. Owner of South America Nature Tours (former Cactus
Expeditions), a company dedicated to the organization of tours for
the last 12 years, throughout South America (Chile, Argentina, Brazil,
Peru, Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador), Mexico and South Africa, and
Madagascar with emphasis on plants (bromeliads, cacti, succulent
plants and orchids), and birding. Former researcher at the University
of Cordoba, Argentina. BS degree in Biology University of Cordoba
MS Marine Biology. Northeastern University. PhD in Botany University
of Cordoba.

Please be sure to place this date on your calendar, come and join us for a trip to Argentina. Bring a friend and introduce them to our
membership. Everyone is welcome.
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Thursday May 1, 2014 at 7 pm

"The Genus Echinocactus"

Presented by Michael Chamberland

Echinocactus is a small genus containing some large barrel cacti. One
species vies for the record of being the largest barrel cactus.

We'll look at what makes an Echinocactus different from those "other"
barrel cacti known as Ferocactus. In this small genus some species
are very rare in the wild and others are widespread across whole
desert regions. Some species are seldom grown while the Golden
barrel (Echinocactus grusonii) is likely the most common barrel
cactus in cultivation, and might be in your yard.

Echinocactus includes plants which stand out in the dramatic
landscapes of the Grand Canyon, Death Valley, Big Bend, and the
Pinacate region of Sonora. Three kinds are native to Arizona and the
nearest may be encountered in the Ironwood National Monument.

Michael Chamberland is the Director of Horticulture at the Tucson
Botanical Gardens. He has also worked at other gardens including the
Desert Botanical Garden, the US National Arboretum, and the
Cheekwood Botanical Garden in Nashville. Michael holds a Master's
degree in the advanced study of Echinocactus.

Be sure to attend this excellent program presented by our good friend Michael Chamberland. There will be refreshments, raffle plants and
also, free plants for all who remain.
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Thursday June 5, 2014 at 7 pm

"Looking vs. Seeing"

Presented by Michael McNulty

(All images © Copyright Michael McNulty)

For the last ten years, Michael McNulty has been coming to grips with
how Nature presents herself, visually. A nature photographer (among
other things), Michael has been more or less methodically
documenting the look and feel of the Sonoran Desert for some time;
sample images can be reviewed on his website.

For this presentation, he will discuss the differences between how
cameras see and how humans see, and will explore the differences
between what we see, and what pollinators see, and why. And he will
encourage us to slow down and think as we regard the cacti and
succulents of the desert. All accompanied by a geyser of images!

Please be sure to come and see this excellent program presentation
from one of our long time members. Michael will present his program
and we will have some fantastic refreshments. Plus you can win some
great plants and receive a free plant before you go home.
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Thursday July 3, 2014 at 7 pm

"Stuck on Texas Cactus"

Presented by Steven Lovecky

This presentation will focus on cacti from Texas. We will begin in Central Texas and move south near Corpus Christi, westward to Laredo,
Zapata, Del Rio, and on to the Trans Pecos country. We will discuss most of the nearly one hundred species of cacti found throughout the
state and even highlight a few other succulents of interest. The genera discussed will include Echinocereus, Mammillaria, Coryphantha,
Escobaria, Echinocactus, Ancistrocactus, Ariocarpus, Echinomastus, Epithelantha, Thelocactus, Peniocereus, Lophophora, and others.

Steven Lovecky has been growing succulents in Central Texas for over 45 years. He has had the opportunity to attend many cactus and
succulent conferences across the nation and has visited most of the cacti habitats in the US. His goal is to successfully grow and propagate
these amazing plants and to share his successes and failures for the benefit of others. He has spent countless hours identifying and
photographing cacti throughout Texas, guiding cactus clubs and individuals, sharing the beauty of these amazing plants. Steven is one of
the founders of the Central Texas Cactus and Succulent Society and is a past TACSS (Texas Association of Cactus and Succulent
Societies) president. He is a member of the McLennan County Master Gardeners, serving in various offices and speaking to gardening
clubs in Central Texas. Steven and his wife Darlene live in Hill County, Texas where he is actively farming and ranching.

Please come and welcome Steven Lovecky to our club! He has prepared an excellent program on Texas cacti and everyone should come
out and really enjoy the evening. There will be refreshments, raffle plants, great conversation, and also, free plants for those who remain.
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Thursday August 7, 2014 at 7 pm

"Survey of the genus Echinocereus"

Presented by Scott McMahon

Echinocereus triglochidiatus v. arizonicus

The genus Echinocereus, arguably is the prettiest in form and flower. There will be a brief description of the genus and its history and then
photos of the different sections according to Hunt and Pilbeam. There will also be information about culture and pests. If some of the
members would like to bring in some plants and talk about them, that would be great!

Scott is the Cactaceae Collections Manager at the Desert Botanical Garden (DBG) in Phoenix, AZ. The collection is one of the largest and
most complete in the world. He received his Masters degree in Plant Protection from the University of Arizona in 1977 and worked for 5
years in the agrichemical industry in Arizona and Southern California. Scott's father was a commercial landscaper, and Scott gained
valuable experience in landscape design, installation, and maintenance working for him on and off over the years. He has also worked in
the electronics industry as a technician and has held a K-8 elementary teaching certificate. He is a member of the Cactus and Succulent
Society of America and also of the local affiliate, the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society, where he served two terms as
President. He started with the Garden as an arborist and became a Certified Arborist a year later. His current duties include caring for the
Garden's extensive cactus collection, including numerous succulents from other families. Scott is an instructor in the Desert Landscape
School, teaching classes in both English and Spanish on desert trees, the Cactus Family, and on other succulents.

Scott has presented programs to our club on other occasions so please welcome him back. Learn a little more about this great group of
plants, win a nice plant and even stay for a free plant when you go home. Please be sure to come and welcome Scott back to Tucson.

 

Echinocereus rigidissimus v. rubispinus Echinocereus pectinatus
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Thursday September 4, 2014 at 7 pm

"Flora Oaxacana: A different perspective on the succulent and xeric plants of
Oaxaca, Mexico"

Presented by Andy Siekkinen

Agave isthmensis Echevaria lauii Hechtia Plumeri

The landscapes and climate zones of the southern Mexican state of
Oaxaca is large and diverse. Not surprisingly, the diversity of its flora
is equally impressive. Andy will show many of the ecosystems found
in the state as seen through the eyes of a bromeliad researcher
(genera Hechtia and Tillandsia), but where you find one interesting
plant you are almost always guaranteed to find others. Whether
looking at the harsh desert or isolated rock formations in the tropical
deciduous forests, there are many plants of the Cactaceae,
Agavaceae, Crassulaceae, Bromeliaceae, and even Orchidaceae
growing side by side (and sometimes on top of each other!).

After exploring Mexico and becoming amazed at the biological and
cultural richness, Andy started leading small groups to experience
these wonders first hand. While Andy's primary interest is in the
plants, it was clear there is much more to see and do in Mexico. Food
is always of interest and the different regional styles of cooking will
never get boring. There is an active fostering of the arts, both

modern and traditional. The cultural depth can be seen by the numerous and wonderful ruins to even the methods of regional artisanal
crafts that continue to honor traditional methods.

Trained as a lab nanotechnology chemist, Andy has continued his earlier 'citizen scientist' biology work and applied it to the bromelaids of
Mexico. Focusing on the oft ignored genus Hechtia, a group of bromeliads that are almost entirely found within Mexico. Along with the
likely discovery of some new species, he has begun the molecular phylogenetic study of the genus using the Next Generation Sequencing
methods--using the plants DNA to study the evolutionary history and relationships of these plants.

Andy Siekkinen is a shameless plant adventurer and researcher who loves exploring the natural world. Now organizing botanical and
cultural adventures exploring the wonders of Mexico. Scientist, adventurer, researcher, tour guide.

Please be sure to come and enjoy an excellent presentation by an exceptional speaker. We will have lots of food at the break, excellent
raffle plants and FREE plants upon departure.

 

Hechtia isthmusiana Hechtia isthmusiana
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Thursday October 2, 2014 at 7 pm

"Small Opuntias of the USA"

Presented by Joe Shaw

Opuntia trichophora

Joe received a BA in Botany from UC Santa Barbara and a PhD in Plant Pathology from UC Davis. For a while he was on the research and
teaching faculty of Auburn Univeristy in Alabama. Later he moved to the biotechnology industry and worked on mammalian genomes and
knockout mice. Over time he improved his writing skills and now is a scientific writer.

"I've studied opuntias for about 15 years and am still learning."

This will be Joe's second visit to our club so be sure to come and welcome him back to Tucson. There will also be some good food, great
raffle plants and some nice free plants! We will have enough free plants for everyone and everyone will be able to take one home!

 

Opuntia nitens
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Thursday November 6, 2014 at 7 pm

"Out and Back, Adventures on the Arizona Cacti and other Succulents Field Guide
Trail"

Presented by 
Peter Breslin, John Durham, Rob Romero, Greg Starr, Thomas Staudt and Vonn Watkins

This program will feature some of the travel venture experiences while gathering photos and information for the soon to be published
Arizona cactus and succulent field guide. Each of the above have contributed a lot of time and effort to selectively locate and study the
huge amount of plants that will be featured in this book.

The book will be a comprehensive and detailed guide to the identification, distribution and appreciation of Arizona’s botanical wonders, the
cacti and succulents. Home to at least 4 distinct desert regions and multiple biomes, Arizona is a hotbed of botanical diversity, rarity and
endemism. Among the most charismatic and breathtakingly beautiful plants in the state are the ones featured in this field guide. Designed
to be detailed enough for armchair reading, but portable enough for hands on field work, this guide draws on the contributions of more
than 6 author/photographers, all of whom are experts in Arizona field research. The authors have traveled and re-traveled hundreds of
back road miles to establish not only species distributions and expand on current knowledge in populations, but also to capture that rare
moment of peak flowering. The latest taxonomic, botanical and biogeographic information has been incorporated into this extensive
regional treatment which the authors hope will be useful and entertaining for years to come.

This will be our final program presentation in 2014. Please come and enjoy a great program that will feature plant habitats throughout
Arizona. Also enjoy meeting and talking with others, have some excellent refreshments, win a beautiful cactus or other succulent and be
sure to take home a free plant!
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